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Lesson 5 – The Baptism Study
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The Baptism Study

“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit...”


–– Titus 3:4-5

Purpose:  To convince people of the Biblical importance of baptism and provoke a sense of urgency in regards to getting their sins forgiven.

___________________________________________

Review Questions:
· Q:  Is there anything in your life right now that is keeping you from walking in the light?

· Q:  Do you see how your sin has separated you from God?  Q:  What do you need to change in order to get this wall of sin broken down?

· Q:  If you were to die right now, where would you go?  Heaven or hell?  Why?

John 3:1-7
Must be “born again” to see the kingdom of God.  What does this mean?  Is it possible to enter the kingdom of God in any other way?  What does Jesus say about being “born again” in verse 5?

 
Is there any other way that the Bible talks about being “born again” that doesn’t involve being “born of water and the Spirit”?  What does it seem like Jesus is describing?  According to the Bible, when does somebody receive the gift of the Holy Spirit?  (Acts 2:38-39).  

1 Cor 12:12-13
How do we become a part of the body?  Baptized into the body.  Baptism is an act where non-Christians are added to the body of Christ.  It is not an act of faith for Christians to show that they are part of the body.  According to the Bible, we are “added to their number” at baptism (Acts 2:40-41).  Is there any way to get around this by being added to the church in another way?  Can a person be saved without being a part of the church?

Ephesians 4:4-6
How many bodies of Christ are there?  How many Lords?  How many Gods?  How many baptisms? Each of these things is essential for salvation.  One Lord, one faith, one baptism.  God does not give us four or five different ways to be saved, but only one.  Which baptism is the one baptism that is mentioned in Ephesians 4:4-6?

1 Peter 3:21
Baptism now save you also.  Baptism is not the removal of dirt from the body, but the pledge of a good conscience toward God.  How does the Bible say that baptism now saves us? – Baptism saves us “by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  Baptism is the point where we contact the blood of Christ.

Romans 6:1-5
Baptism is a participation in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Why is it important to be buried with Christ through baptism? – so that we can be raised from the dead...just as Christ was.


The Bible says that “if we have been united with him like this...we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.” (verse 5).  What happens if we are not united with him like this?  Can we be certain that that we will be united with him in his resurrection?

Colossians 2:11-12
Buried with him in baptism...raised with him through faith.  Can someone be raised without being buried?  Faith and baptism work together in the cutting off of our sinful nature.  There is no conflict here.  Baptism is not a work – done by the hands of men, but is a spiritual act, done as the Bible says "by the hands of Christ.”

Galatians 3:26-27
How do we clothe ourselves with Christ?  (Through baptism).  How do we become sons of God?  (Through faith).  Does this mean that we can be sons of God without clothing ourselves with Christ?  Or does this mean that baptism and faith work together?

Acts 19:1-5
Did these people receive the Holy Spirit when they believed?  No.  Did they receive the Holy Spirit because they were disciples?  No.  Receiving the Holy Spirit is a matter of receiving the right baptism.


Is it possible for people to believe and still not receive the Holy Spirit?  (That’s what happened with these people).  Faith by itself is inadequate in bringing about our salvation.


Is it possible for someone to believe and not be saved?  Can someone make it into heaven if they have not have received the Spirit of Christ?  Were these people saved when they believed?  Why or why not?


The Bible says that we must hold firmly to the word of God as it was originally preached (1 Corinthians 15:1-2).  Sometimes however, people just need to be taught the word of God more completely.  How did these people respond when they heard Paul preach the word of God more correctly (Go back to Acts 19:5; see example of Naaman, 2 King 5:1-14 if needed).

Matthew 28:18-20
Who is a candidate for baptism?  Someone needs to be a disciple first, before they are bapized.  What happens to someone who is baptized, but is not really a disciple?  They just get wet.  Once someone does get baptized, what does the Bible say we need to continue to do for them? 

Mark 16:16
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.”  What happens to a person that does not believe?  Is this true for someone who does not “believe” what the Bible teaches about baptism?


Baptism – Belief
=
Not Saved


Belief – Baptism
=
Not Saved


Baptism + Belief
=
Saved

Acts 22:16
“And now, what are you waiting for?  Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.”  What are you waiting for?  Is there any reason why you shouldn’t be baptized?


When did Paul have his sins forgiven?  When he believed?  Had faith?  Called Jesus Lord?  Repented?  Was miraculously healed?  Jesus even personally appeared to him – that still didn’t save him.  Bottom line – How does the Bible say that we wash our sins away?  When do we need to call on the name of the Lord?

Summary
Why Baptism is Important

  
[Baptism = “Baptizo” meaning “to immerse, submerge; to make overwhelmed, fully when especially (technically) of the ordinance of Christian baptism:  a full immersion in water.”  (Strong’s Numbers with Expanded-Greek-Hebrew Dictionary, 1994)].


Immersed in Water
Acts 8:36-38, 1 Peter 3:21


Acts 10:47-48

To respond to our faith
Colossians 2:12
To be clothed with Christ
Galatians 3:26-27
To be Born Again
John 3:1-7

To be added to the church
1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Acts 2:41

To be saved
1 Peter 3:21, Titus 3:4-5, Acts 2:20,
Mark 16:16

To cut off our sinful nature
Colossians 2:11-12

To be forgiven of our sins
Acts 2:32, Acts 22:16
To be raised from the dead
Romans 6:1-5
To receive the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:38-39, Acts 19:1-5


1 Corinthians 12:13

Only one Baptism
Ephesians 4:4-7


Faith & Baptism work together
Colossians 2:11-12, Gal 3:26-27

Counting the Costs:
· How does the Bible say that someone is saved?  How many other ways are there for someone to have their sins forgiven?  (show verses)
· If someone believes in God but was never baptized the way it is described in the Bible, can such faith save him?  Why or why not?

· Did your original baptism do you any good?  What was wrong with it?

· Is there any reason why you shouldn’t get baptized?  Is there anything you’re not sure about?  Is there any sin in your life that you still need to deal with?

· Will getting baptized cause any conflicts with any relationships that you have now?

· What are you waiting for?  (Set up a time to study out the church and tentatively to get baptized).
