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Making Jesus Lord

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have...”


––  1 Peter 3:15

Purpose:  This study is meant to examine what the Bible says about making Jesus Lord.  It looks at what the Bible says about becoming a disciple and calls on us to imitate his way of life before becoming a candidate for baptism.

___________________________________________

Review Questions:
· A big part of making Jesus Lord is taking God at his word.  What does the Bible say about “going beyond what is written?”  (Deuteronomy 4:2, 1 Corinthians 4:6).

· What is the danger of going by a different gospel, other than the one that was originally preached?  (Galatians 1:6-10).

· How does making Jesus Lord tie in with what we have studied about salvation and using the word of God correctly?  (1 Corinthians 15:1-2).  How many ways does the Bible give us to be saved?

Acts 2:36
Jesus needs to be both Lord and Christ.  What does this mean?  Unfortunately, all kinds of people want Jesus to be “Christ” or Savior, but that does not mean that they are willing to make Jesus Lord.


Mark 1:14-18
“Come follow me!”  Jesus wants us to follow him, learn from him, and imitate his way of life.  He wasn’t out looking for the spiritual elite – just people willing to follow him.

Luke 5:1-11
The heart of a disciple!

· Verse 5 – Submission.  “Because you say so, I will...”  Making Jesus Lord means doing what he says and taking him at his word.

· Verse 8 – Conviction.  “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”  Natural reaction when someone figures out that Jesus wants to do something in their life is to push Jesus away.  Need to push past this feeling, but look at ourselves honestly.

· Verse 10 – Purpose.  “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.”  Becoming a disciple means more than just a change in attitude, it means a change in purpose as well.  Jesus doesn’t call us to do something we’re not able to do.
· Verse 11 – Commitment.  “So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.”  Being a disciple involves making a commitment.

Luke 9:23-26
Being a Disciple – Whom is Jesus talking to? (Everyone).

· “Denying ourselves” – Sometimes being a Christian means doing things that we don’t necessarily feel like doing.  What examples can you think of?  (Bible study, prayer, going to worship, studying the Bible with others).

· “Taking up your cross daily” – What did Jesus mean by this?  (verses 21-22).  When Jesus took up his cross, it meant he was going to die.  Self-denial is not a one-time thing.  Needs to be done on a daily basis.  Sometimes the only way the kingdom of God is going to advance is if we’re willing to suffer (John 12:24).

· Gain the whole world; forfeit self? – Say you get everything you ever wanted out of this life – the perfect job, a spouse who loves you, a great family – if you get all these things, yet miss out on heaven, what good is it?

Luke 14:25-33
Counting the Costs – Whom is Jesus talking to?  (Everyone again).

· “Hating your father and mother” – What does Jesus mean in verse 26? (Matthew 10:34-39 – hate means to “love less.”  Why do you think Jesus picked these specific relationships?

· “Building a tower” – Why is it so important to count the costs?  Lifelong commitment.  Jesus is not interested in a whole bunch of people making half-hearted, emotional decisions only to fall away.  He wants us to know what we are getting into.

· “Terms of Peace” – Two kings go to war.  One with 10,000 men, the other with 20,000.  Which one sets the terms of peace?  (The stronger king).  All kinds of people want to have a relationship with God; they just want to do it on their own terms.  This doesn’t work.

· “Give up everything you have” – Not just anything, but everything!  List off all you have.  Have you given it all up?  This is part of being a disciple, a pre-requisite to baptism.  

Luke 9:57-62
All kinds of people are going to say that they will follow Jesus.  The kingdom of God is not about comfort, putting our family ahead of God, or putting our hands to something we can’t finish (2 Peter 2:20-22). 

Luke 14:16-20
All of these excuses sound good.  Jesus says excuses like this will keep you from the kingdom of God.  Nothing should get in the way of our commitment to follow God – not our work, not our material things – not even getting married.  What excuses do you make that have stopped you from following God?

Luke 11:1
Another part of being a disciple is being teachable.  Must be willing to learn – even re-learn – some things about pleasing God.  Also need to have a strong prayer life.

John 13:34-35
The whole world will know we are Jesus’ disciples if we love one another.  This can’t happen if we only see our brothers and sisters once or twice a week.  What can you do to strengthen your relationships in the body right now?

Matthew 28:18-20
The Great Commission (not omission, or permission) given to all.
· Who needs to become a disciple?  (All nations).
· Who is that needs to get baptized?  (Everyone that becomes a disciple).
· In whose name?  (The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit)
· Once you help someone become a disciple, what else do you need to do with them?
After Baptism
Be prepared to grow more!

· Philemon 6 says that we should be active in sharing our faith, so that we can have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.

· 2 Peter 1:3-11 – God’s promises help us to escape the corruption of the world.  Our responsibility is to make sure that our calling and election are sure.

· James 1:2-4 – Need to persevere in the face of trials.  Be prepared to ask God for wisdom.  Make it a goal to become spiritually mature.
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Counting the Costs:

· What does it mean to make Jesus Lord?  Are you willing to do this?

· Is there anything in your life that could stop you from following Jesus?

· What if your mother or father (or wife or children, etc) has a problem with you getting more serious about God?  Are you still willing to be a disciple? 

· Is this something that you want to do for the rest of your life?

· How do you feel about being a fisher of men?  Who do you know that you can see yourself studying the Bible with?
