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Counting the Costs

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower.  Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it.  For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees him will ridicule him saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’”


–– Luke 14:28-30

Purpose:  To review the decisions we have made and reexamine the commitment required in order to be obedient to Christ.

___________________________________________

Acts 17:26-27
The Timeline.  Examine how your conversion aligns itself with what the Bible teaches about how men come to Christ.  (This helps us separate real Biblical teachings from false doctrines).

· How do you feel about your efforts in seeking after God and putting him first?  Do you feel as though your questions about God are being answered?

· Did your conversion to Christ match that of what you see in the Bible (Hear, believe, repent, confess, be baptized for forgiveness, be devoted to the body)?  What were the differences and similarities?

2 Timothy 2:15
The Word of God.  The Bible must be the only standard for all that we do.  It takes precedence over our emotions, our traditions, our intellectual beliefs – even our desires.  It teaches us to watch both our life and our doctrine.  And it thoroughly equips us for every good work.

· How are you doing in studying the Bible every day and putting it into practice?  Are you doing your best?

· Are there things other than God’s word that still affect your view of worship?  (John 12:47-48).

· How has the word of God been convicting you since we have started studying?  (Hebrews 4:12-13).

1 Peter 3:15
Making Jesus Lord.  All authority has been given to Christ.  His love for us and his complete power were both proven at the cross.  Taking him on as Savior also means accepting him as Lord and doing what he says.

· Where have you had the most difficulty denying yourself in your efforts to follow after Christ?  (Luke 9:23-26).

· What about your present life?  Is there anything that you are holding on to?  (Luke 14:31-33).

· How are you doing at putting God ahead of other relationships in your life?  (Luke 14:25-27).

Ephesians 4:22-24
The Sin Study.  Choosing sin in our lives over righteousness results in lives of depression, guilt and deceit.  We also have to live with the consequences of sin in our lives.  The Bible teaches us to put to death our old way of life and to put on the new self, created to be like God.

· How are you doing in putting to death sin in your life?  Is there anything that you don’t want to change?

· Why are people condemned to hell?  (Isaiah 59:1-2).

· What causes our hearts to get hard?  (Romans 1:18-32).  Who ultimately is to blame if we do not make it to heaven?

Titus 3:4-5
The Baptism Study.  God saves us not because of righteous things we have done, but because of his mercy.  Baptism is not a work done by the hands of men, but a washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  It saves us through the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ 

· What happens to us when we are baptized?  (Romans 6:1-4).  What purpose does it serve?

· At what point are our sins washed away?  (Acts 22:6-16).  Is there any reason why you shouldn’t be baptized?  What are you waiting for?

· How does the Bible say we become part of God’s church?  (1 Corinthians 12:12-13).

· Is there any other way to be saved?  Is this fair?

Ephesians 2:19
The Church Study.  The church is the body of Christ, the family of God.  Many have been led astray by false teaching, and need to be taught to worship in spirit and in truth.  God expects us to make a commitment to meeting together and to building up and strengthening the other members of his family.

· How many true churches are there?  (Ephesians 4:4-6, 1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Romans 12:4-5).

· What does it mean to worship God in spirit and in truth?  (John 4:23-24).  Why is it important to get in the habit of meeting together?  (Hebrews 10:23-25).

· What does God say about the importance of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor 11:23-32) and about giving? (1 Cor 16:1-2, 2 Cor 9:6-15).

Luke 14:28-30
Counting the Costs.  We need to count the costs of becoming a Christian.  This is a decision that we need to make for the rest of our lives.  The last thing that God wants is for us to make a quick emotional decision to follow Christ, only to not be able finish.

· How do you feel about your foundation?  Do you have any questions about anything that we have studied out?

· Have you counted all the costs of being a Christian?  Is there anything you can think of keeping you from walking in the light?

· When do you want to get baptized?  Is there anything you need to do before this point?

