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History of First Church
of Christ, Scientist,

Wellesley, Massachusetts

“He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered.” (Psalms 111:4)

Topay FIRsT CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST, IN WELLESLEY, MASS, MARKS WITH GRATITUDE AND
JOY ITS FIRST 100 YEARS OF MINISTERING TO THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF THIS COMMUNITY.
SIMULTANEOUSLY IT CELEBRATES THE OPENING OF ITS SECOND CENTURY OF CONTINUING THE
SAME—PREACHING, TEACHING, AND HEALING THROUGH THE LIGHT THROWN ON THE SCRIPTURES BY
THE TEACHINGS OF MARY BAKER EpDY, THE DISCOVERER, FOUNDER, AND LEADER OF CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE AND AUTHOR OF THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE TEXTBOOK, AS SHE FOLLOWS OUR WAY-SHOWER,

CHRIST JESUS.

Pioneering Period

Our branch church has a unique and
interesting history. It was the love of
Christian Science and of God and man in
the hearts af two college students that
laid its foundation.

It all began in the late 1890°s when
Wellesley College did not consider it
appropriate for young ladies to ride
steam trains and electric trolleys on
Sunday. This was not a mere arbitrary
decision. Though non-denominational,
Wellesley was founded as a Christian col-
lege. As such, its aim was to keep the
sabbath holy, to observe it as a day

“without frivolity.” “Driving or traveling
on Sunday” was not permitted.

This regulation prohibited those two
Christian Science students from attend-
ing moming services in the newly dedi-
cated Mother Church, The First Church
of Christ, Scientist, in Boston.

Undaunted by this ruling, in the spring
of 1800 Rebecca M. White of Concord,
NH., and Mary V Little of Memphis,
Tenn., began reading the Bible Lesson-
Sermen aloud in their dormitory. By the
fall of that year several other students
had joined them. One of them, Florence
Weston, lived in Wellesley and invited the
group to meet in the parlor of her par-
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ents” home on Central Street. There a
full Sunday service was held each week.
This marked the modest beginnings of
Christian Science in our town.

By spring 1900, the group had out-
grown the parlor and was seeking addi-
tional space. Once again Wellesley
College administrators intervened. They
felt the students should not hold religious
services without a qualified adult pres-
ent. Undeterred, these enthusiastic
young women wrote to The Christian
Science Board of Directors in Boston ask-
ing for someone to conduct their Sunday
services.

Responding promptly to this need, the



Directors invited Emma C. Shipman to do
so. A young woman herself, only in her
late 20's, Miss Shipman accepted. Just
two years before, she had been one of the
students privileged to attend Mrs. Eddy’s
last normal class of 1898, thus qualifying
her to be a teacher of Christian Science.
Miss Shipman served as First Reader.
Miss Little, one of the founding members
of the group, became Second Reader. On
December 2, 1900 their first service was
held in new quarters—a rented room in a
photographic studio on Church Street.

The following spring, knowing of Mrs.
Eddy’s deep interest in the higher educa-
tion of young people, Miss Shipman
requested each of the nine students to
write her a letter telling what Christian
Science meant to them in their college
work., Mrs. Eddy's quick reply to “the
wellesley nine” concluded by encourag-
ing them to “Press on in the higher hope
and you will help the whole world to be
better and wiser for your early choice of
the one thing needful.” A copy of this let-
ter, displayed to this day in our Reading
Room, is a treasured memento of that
early period.

Miss Shipman served for two years,
bringing much jov and inspiration to the
college students and a few townspeople
who joined them. Among these was Miss
J. Isabelle Harrington, the first listed
Christian  Science practitioner in
wellesley.

These services were held only during
the college year But by 1905, out-
growing its rented space, the group
moved to the living room of nearby
Wellesley Inn where services began to be
held year round. From then on, interest in
Christian Science here grew slowly but
steadily.

The First Organizational Steps

s attendance increased, especially

by townspeople, services were again
relocated—this time the Lower Town
Hall in 1907. In June, 1008, for the first
time two Wellesley residents were
appointed fulltime Readers. Previous to
that, students who served as Readers
had read only during the academic vear.
On September 10, 1008, the members

took the major step of organizing them-
selves as the Wellesley Christian Science
Saociety.

Their next logical move was to cpen a
building fund to purchase land for their
own church home. This they did in spring,
1509, By September they had purchased
the lot on the corner of Brook Street and
Wellesley Avenue now occupied by Christ
Church Methodist, in the part of town
then known as Wellesley Village. Mem-
bers promptly raised funds to pay off the
mortgage.

That same vear, 1900, while continu-
ing its Sunday services in Town Hall, the
Saciety enlarged its activities by begin-
ning to hold Sunday School exercises and
Wednesday evening meetings in the
neighboring home of a member, WMiss
Portmore, in Wellesley Square. Within
moenths these activities were shifted to
the Odd Fellows Hall at 89 Central
Street, where they continued for 14
years.

the children, sponsoring lectures, distrib-
uting Christian Secience literature, and
visiting prison inmates.

In spring, 1918, they launched their
Reading Room in a small way merely as
a circulating library in the Sunday
School room of Odd Fellows Hall. The fol-
lowing September they extended that
activity by locating its first real Reading
Room open to the public at 245
WNashington Street in Wellesley Hills
Square—on the site of the parking lot of
what was at one time the Wellesley Hills
Market. Now for the first time, Christian
Science activities were going on in both
Wellesley Square and Wellesley Hills.

Many New England towns cluster
around the traditional town green.
Nellesley did not develop that way.
These two squares—aeither of which is
actually a square though so called,
became Wellesley's two focal points of
activity. Over the years our church’'s
activities have alternated back and forth

It all began in the late 1890's with
two young students of Wellesley College.

On March 20, 1910 the Society spon-
sored the first lecture on Christian
Science in this community. Bliss Knapp, a
Christian Science practitioner and
teacher, was the speaker. His lecture was
reprinted in full in the Wellesley
Townsman. This inaugurated a tradition
of the Society’s sponsoring at least one
lecture a year.

he group in Wellesley had always

drawn its attendants from surround-
ing areas—DNewton, Framingham, and
other towns. In 1913 First Church of
Newton was formed. In 1915, a Christian
Science Society began in Framingham,
becoming a church in 1924,

This welcome expansion of Christian
Science activity into a larger area never-
theless reduced by more than half the
size of the original assembly. Undismayed
by this seeming set-back, from then on
through World War I, members here car-
ried valiantly on, continuing all their
church work of holding services, teaching
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between the two.

First Church formed

hough the following events were, of

colrse, in no way related, it is per-
haps interesting to note that it was in the
fall of 1918 when the Armistice was
signed ending World War I, that the
Society took #ts giant step of voting to
reorganize as First Church of Christ,
Scientist, Wellesley, thus becoming a full-
fledged branch of The Mother Church.
This was done on February 7, 1910,

Within the year the members had
directed their Board of Directors to
appoint a committee to consider bulding
a church facility. After praverful consid-
eration of that committee’s report, the
members voted in the spring of 1920 not
to build on the Brook Street property
after all but to look instead for suitable
property in Wellesley Hills. It was felt
that this area was the fastest growing
part of Wellesley, was more centrally



Among the Churches
Current Notes

Wrrtusiey, Massacnuserrs (First Chureh),—Fiist
Church of Christ, Scientist, in Wellesley, have broken
ground for their church edifice on the old Southwick cstate,
at the corner of Linden and Rockland Streets, Wellesley
Hills. Plans have been prepared for a stucco building of
simple colonial type. The scaling capacity of this cdifice
will be approximately two hundred and fifty. There is winple
provision made for cnlarging the building when necessary,
‘The plans include a Sunday school which will accommodnte
one hundred and seveniy-five pupils. ‘The mest modern and
best methods in building and cquipment are inglyded in the
plans, yet the qualitics of simplicity and dignity have been
preserved throughout, It is evident that much time and ear-
nest consideration have been given (o this project, in order 1o
huve & suitable edifice which will fill the need aud grace our

beautiful town.—T'he Townsman.

Announcement published in the Wellesley Townsman on the ground breaking of First
Church of Christ, Scientist, in Wellesley, Massachusetts, 1926.

located—Wellesley Hills Square is rough-
Iy the geographical center of town—and
more easily accessible by rail and auto-
mobile from outlying communities.

By 1821 the Brook Street lot had been
sold. Twao years later in February, 1923,
the membership approved the purchase
of a lot of more than an acre here on
Rockland Street. In order to acquire
more useable frontage, it became possible
between 1924 and 1926 to acquire addi-
tional land from the abutter on Rockland.
But because of the property’s shape and
location, this left the church without any
access onto Linden Street.

This no doubt explains why our edi-
fice, with its imposing colonnaded Greek
facade looks straight ahead onto a nar-
row Rockland Street rather than facing
the now open outlook towards town
across our sloping lawn to Linden.

The year 1923 brought significant
changes. The church ended its long asso-
ciation with Town Hall and Odd Fellows
Hall and moved into the Community
Theater directly across Washington
Street from its newly purchased plot of
land. Church services were conducted in
the auditorium. Sunday School and

Wednesday evening meetings were held
in rooms above. While the church shifted
its location from Wellesley Square to
Wellesley Hills, its Reading Room left
Wellesley Hills that yvear for quarters in
Wellesley Square.

Church Building

011 April 30, 1926, members author-
ized the Building Committee “to pro-
ceed with the building of a church edifice,
the maximum cost not to exceed
360,000." Ground was broken on the first
day of October. And in the early morning
of Thanksgiving Day, November 25, a
small group of officers and pioneer mem-
hers gathered to lay the cornerstone of
the long awaited church building.

In accordance with the Manval of The
Mother Church, the simple ceremony was
“devout,” with no large crowds attend-
ing. Citations were read from the Bible
and from Scilence and Health with Key fo
the Scrifrtures by Mary Baker Eddy. Then
a copper box—containing the Bible,
copies of all Mrs. Eddy’s published writ-
ings, recent issues of the Christian
Science periodicals, and a history of the
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church—was sealed and inserted in the
cornerstone.

Metaphysical meetings were begun at
once to support the building program and
continued throughout the period of con-
struction.

To consolidate all its activities in

Wellesley Hills, in April, 1927, the church
moved the Reading Room from its down-
town location inte the Community
Theater. Now for the first time, services,
Sunday School, business meetings, and
Reading Room were finally all under one
roof! It was a foretaste of the joys to
come in their new home as members
watched their church building rise across
the way.

Construction proceeded harmoniously

during the winter, and on Sunday, June 5,
1927, First Church of Christ, Scientist,
Wellesley, held the opening service in its
new edifice. Sunday School was suspend-
ed that day so that the children could he
part of that happy occasion.

At this important juncture, our
Leader's words in Retrospection and
Inérospection (93:10) come to mind:

“The ideal of God is no longer imper-
sonated as a waif or wanderer; and Truth
is not fragmentary, disconnected, unsys-
tematic, but concentrated and immov-
ably fixed in Principle. The best spiritual
type of Christly methed for uplifting
human thought and imparting divine
Truth, is stationary power, stilluess, and
strength; and when this spiritual ideal is
made our own, it becomes the model for
human action.”

Financial Challenges

Wellesley church had barely settled
in its own home, when it faced
severe financial challenges that required
the constant attention and prayers of all
its members. Less than three years after
the church had opened its doors, on
October 29, 16929, the stock market
crash shook the nation. At one point dur-
ing the Great Depression that followed,
The Christian Science Board of Directors
in Boston contributed funds to assist in
meeting this branch’'s financial need.
Though continual efforts were made to



pay the mortgage an the new building,
rafinancing was finally necessary to ease
the financial burden.

It was not until 1937—a decade after
the church opened—that it finally was
current with all its hills, onoe again in
cantral of its financial affairs. Six years
later, immediately after raceiving a grant
of 3,800 from the Tmstees Under the
Will of Mary Baker Eddy to enable it to
finish paying off the mortgage, the
church held its long awaited dedication
service on January 10, 1943 an event
that was recorded in the Wellesley
Teeorsman. In grataful recognition of this
loving gift from the Trustess, the mam-
ters made contributions during the next
few wyears until the gmnt was fully

repaid.

espite the trying years of the 1930's
savaralsteps of pmgress ware taken:

* Up to this time. the two Readers had
beem appainted by tha Board af Directors.
In 1933 a bylaw change gave the mam-
bearship the authority to alect its Readers.

* The Reading Room was not working
out wall in the church toilding, so that
sAme year it was retumed to Wellesley
Zquare i quarters at 39 Grove Streat
that were subsequently enlarged. There
it remained for 22 years until its move to
101 Cemtral Street in 1955,

+ This branch augmentad its sarvice
ta Wellesley and surrounding eomomimni-
ties in 1939 by adding Sunday evening
services during July and Augnst—the
two months in the year when, in accard
with the Marwel, regular Sunday evening
services in The Mother Church are omit-
ted.

Warld War |l

& World War 1T began in Europe in
1939, even though the members
were still making eamest metaply=ical
and financial efforts to hasten dedicaticn
of the church, they enthusiastically
joined the nation's war relisf work, giving

Anncuncerment published inthe Welesiey
Townsman on the imuguration of First
Church of Christ, Sciertist, in Welesley,
Masachusetes, 1927,

their financial support to that activity as
well.

The end of the war brought a surge of
nenw building throughout the country. The
Wellesley church became part of that
phy=ical expansion. Even before the war,
it had begun feeling the limitaticns
imposed by the =size of its building and
grounds. Now the Sunday School was
flourishing mare than ever, with avermge
attendance at 102 pupils and oceasiomal-
Iy maching 135, A nursery had becoms
anurgent nead. And lack of parking facil-
iti== an the property was causing prob-
lems.

The saluticn to all three of these prob-
lems depanded upon expanding the
church building and the land amund it
However, because of restrictions that
were placed an the land when it was pur-
chased, enlarging the tuilding seemad
impossible. Thesa pestrictions and the
adjacent property neadad for expansion
were both ownad by the next-deor neigh-
bor alomg Linden Streat.

What waz known as “the old
Southwick house” had an interesting
stary aof its own. Over 100 years old at
the time, it had been the home of Sam
Southwick, who had worked to free
slaves before the Civil War began. The
house bacame a stop on the famous
“undergmound milread.”

The membership decided to purchass

the Southwick bouse and grounds, i pes-
sible. This would enable the church to
enlarge its Sunday School rocm and add
a nursery. At first, negotiations to buy
were unsuccessful. Bat in June, 1951,
though a satisfactory price for the entim
Southwick house and ot was not
achieved, a price was agreed upon for the
release af the restrictions an the church's
use of its cwn property. This opened the
way not only for the desited expansion
but for ather needad improvements in the
church building, planning for which
began in earnest.

Within a year plans were approved to
extend the Sunday School space to the
south, add space for a mimsery, remcdel
the platform in the auditoriom, and
imprave the Reader's rooms behind the
platform. A eoatrcom and an usher's
room, originally in the fayer, were
remaved to groundfloor level, making it
possible to add the two side doors into
the auditorium that we have today.

Construction began in the fall of 1952,
By he falbwing April the new Sunday
School space was occupied. That sum-
mer, landscaping was complated, and a
special gift made it possible to create
what we now call our upper parking lot.

It was not until 1965 that the church
was successful in its efforts to buy the
Southwick Housa. The thought was that,
if needed, the proparty could be used for

Among the Churches

Current Motes

Wersesiey, Massscairvseros (First Chureh) . —AI sery.
fces and activities of Fiest Church of Cheist, Scientlst,
Wellesley, nre now hebd in the new church edifice, Rockland
Strecl, Wellesley Hills. The cdifice is of stucco, of simpie
eolonzal Lype. Ample provision k= made for enlzrging the
building when necessary, The most muodern and best meth-
ks in building and equipment are included inbe cdifice, yet
the guolitics of simplicity amd digpity have been prescrved
througheut, First Church of Clarist, Scientist, Wellesley,
fnke this opportunily to ek all thelr friesds and towns-
people who have helped them in thought, word, or deed, 1o
build their church,—The Towneman,



future expansion of the church. In the
meantime, it was remtad as a residenca,
providing the church a modest income
from its mwvestment. During subsequent
years the interior of the church saw addi-
ticmal improvemants in decoration, light-
ing, and to its Allen electromic Crgan.

While expanding and upgrading its
physical facilities, the church also sup-
ported ather activities. For many years
after World War I, the membarship made
regular comtributions to various pro-
grams to assist war-damaged Europs.
They contributed mgularly to building
and renovation programs of The Mother
Church that took place during the 50'=
and &0's. And strong support was given
ta a fund providing spacial assistance to
its own membars of advancing years.

should be and how best to attain them.
Their spontaneous responze resultad in
12 pages of comments that are comtainad
in a brochurs that & a part of our church
recard and is available to be read.

Recent Times

he decade of the 1980°s brought
changas.

* The first of these was moving the
Reading Rocom from 101 to 79 Central
Stmeet—amuch better location even clos-
erto the cemtar of Wellesley's dowartown
shopping district, where it remained for
22 years.

* When demand for increasad audito-
rium space did not develop, in 1983 the
church sold the Scuthwick house and
part af the lot, retaining enough land to
pravida for the lower parking lot we now
ENjoy.

From the 19590's anwarid the church built stronger
bridyges with other faith-based and community services

organizations.

First 100 Years of
Christian Science

o commamorate the cantennial year

of the Christian Sciemce movement
in 1966, The Mother Church expressed
the desire that all thosa fallowing these
teachings mdedicate themselves to new
and higher spiritual goals. In responss to
this call, First Church of Christ, Scientist,
Wellezley, salacted as its guide these
words aof Mrs. Eddy from her Miscelle-
neous Wiitings:

“The truth uttered and lived by Jesus,
who passed on and laft to mortals the
rich legacy of what he said and did, make
his followers the heirs to his example; ut
they can neither appreciate nor appropri-
ate his treaznms of Troth and Lowve, wntil
lifted to thesa by their own gowth and
experiences.”

The word “growth” was selectad by
our Executive Board as the keynote for
prayer and study. Mambers were invited
ta write briefly their =ense of what the
spititual goals af our branch church

+ In 1985 a needed redecoration af
tha whole church interice was undertak-
en. The Allen organ, which had been in-
stalled in 1962, was replaced by a new
Rodgers Electronic Organ, an instniment
af high quality and an unusnal versatility
that makes it espacially appropriate for
church sarvices.

* For many years the membership had
recognized the importance of an elevatar
for these who might naed it. But the inte-
riar of the edifice did not lend itself well
tothe insertion of a standard lift. Finally
a different type that did not require an
elevator shaft came on the market. This
made it poesible in 1992 to install on the
earterior of the building a glasseddin ele-
vator that cperates on a vertical track.
This has proved to be a much used and
appreciated improvemeant to our building.

ram the 1990's anward, the church
increased its outmach activities con-
siderably by building stronger bridges to
ather faith-basad and community-servic-
&5 arganizations. Year by vyear its

Assitant Committee on Publicaticn,
Fradaric M. Livezey, becams ever mom
active in the local ministerial group
callad  the  Wellesley  Interfaith
Association. He became a founding mem-
ber of the Interfaith Community for
Actiom in Wellesley, comprised of mink-
ters and lay members of various denomi-
natioms. He also played a leading rale in
re-activating an annual Thanksgiving
Service which the town had sponscored
many years before. Recogniticn af thesa
community services came in 2002 when
Mr. Livezey was given the honor of baing
namad ane of the *“Townsman Ten"—ten
citizens selected each year by the
Wellesley Townsmer for ocutstanding
collmunity sarvica,

Church Women United is another
organization which our members have
actively supparted aver the years, aften
hasting its mestings in our edifice. Mrs.
Judith Jones desarves special credit for
being the first member of our church ta
b ome active in this group, thus apening
the door to our participation in this
national organization's Wellesley unit. In
subsequent  years, our Assistant
Committee cn Publicaticn, Mrs. Sally R.
Heagland, sarved as its pmesident and
was twice a delagate to its national con-
ference. At present, Mrs. Robin E.
Hoagland is copresident of Church
Women Unitad at the local lewel, vice-
president at the state level, and as a
membar of 4 national committes is
attemding this year's national conference.

Feter Henniker-Heatem, Home Forum
editor of The Christiom Science Monitor,
cnee wrote that the Moritor “is the bridpe
of many spans which Mrs. Eddy thmw
acroes the chasm which might otherwize
have separated the church she founded
from the humanity she loved.”

Racogmizing the truth of this state-
ment, our church has been using this
Momitor “bridge” to introduce Christian
Science to a wider andience in our com-
munity. In 2003 and again this year it
has spommorad mestings in the new build-
ing of the Welleslay Free Library,
addressad each time by a different panel
of Momitor joumalists speaking on cur-
remt topics. Both mestings have besan well



Auditorivm of First Church of Christ, Scientist. |t seats 250 people and was finished i 1927, Along the years it was refurbished in several
cceasions, ard in [ 985 it went through a major redecoration. The Allen organ, which had been installed in 1962, was replaced by a
new Rodgers Electromic Organ at that time.

attended by an appreciative public audi-
emca. Last year, after 48 years af sarvice
ta this community on Central Street, the
Reading Room was moved back into the
charch. Here there &= ample parthking
space and a great lecation at the cornar
of Lindan Street and Rockland Street,
that makes it conveniant for visitors from
all parts of town.

emembering that our church was

begun by coly twe young college
students, we can never forgat that even
one genuine Christan Scientist faithiul to
its teachings can make an enormous dif-
ference, a comtribution that multiplies in
blezsings not only to oneself but to count-
le=s athers as the years unfild,

As First Church of Christ, Scientit,
Wellesley, celebrates 100 years af contin-
unis sarvice to this community and locks
forward to continuing the same down the
long future, wa may echo the sentiment
expressed in the “Historical Sketch” in

our cornarstone, which concludes with
thesme womnls:

“Though rejoicing in its opportunity
and pmogress, this church realizes that
only as it manifests the Mind of Christ in
Iove for God and man can it heal the sick
and sinning in conformity with the teach-
ings af the Master of Christianity, Jesus of
Nazamth. Only as this church gives all
honor and power and glory to Ged, will it
build on a spiritual foundation and mani-
fest the healing works as taught us by
our Leader. Only in this way can this
church truly fulfill its glorious place in
this community and in the world.”

This wh-dated history was compiled by
Emilte Tovel Livezey from the church's
*Historical Sketch,” from newspaper clip-
pings, etc., but moiely from Hhe carefully
researched Aistory writfen by Carl A
Erikson, IIT, tn 1975, and from o brief
digest of that record written Ioter by Sara
Hoaglard Humter.
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