A Separate Peace Journal

Character Sketches

Gene- Gene Forrester is the main character, and the narrator of the story. Gene narrates this story as a flashback of about 15 years. As an adult, Gene finds himself going back to his high school to look at two very important places, which are the tree and the staircase, which we find out later is that those are the places that his best friend, Finny, fall and break his leg. As his flashback starts, he is in the Summer Session at Devon School. Finny and Gene decide to form a club, the Super Suicide Society of the Summer Session. The initiation that a person had to go through to be accepted into the club was to jump out of a tree. Later on, the two of them try a double jump and Gene jounces the limb of the tree and Finny falls out and breaks his leg. Gene goes to Finny’s house and tells him that it was him that caused him to fall. When the actual school year started, Gene joins the Crew House as the assistant crew manager. Gene gets into a fight with Quackenbush and quits being the assistant drew manager. He goes down to the Butt Room with Brinker, but does not actually have a smoke. Soon, Gene finds himself putting on Finny’s clothes and sees that he looks exactly like Finny, and he realizes that he must become part of Phineas. Gene goes to work on the railroads and when he gets back, Finny is right there waiting for him. Gene starts to train for the 1944 Olympics with the help of Finny. In the Winter Carnival, Gene hosts the snow statue contest. At the end of the carnival, Gene gets a letter from Leper saying to meet him at the Christmas location. Gene goes to Vermont, where Leper lives, and finds out that he escaped from a Section Eight Discharge, and that Leper is somewhat psychotic. Gene is kidnapped by Brinker and is interrogated to find out exactly what happened on the tree. As the trial ended, Gene finds out that as Finny was running out of the room, he tripped and fell down the staircase. Gene soon finds that Finny has died. He cannot even cry because he felt that it was his own death. He finally enlists in the army and he graduates from Devon.
Finny- Finny is Gene’s best friend. He is the fun adventurous part of the whole story. In the beginning of the novel, Finny creates the game Blitzball. He also breaks the school record for the 100 meter freestyle.  As Finny and Gene were creating the Super Suicide Society of the Summer Session, Finny thought that it would be fun to have a double jump. He falls out of the tree and breaks his leg. Finny tells Gene that Leper has decided to make the jump, Gene says that he needs to study, and Finny says, “I didn’t know you needed to study, I thought it just came to you.” He did not know that you had to work hard to get what you want; he just thought it came natural. As they were talking, Gene tries to tell Finny what had happened, but Finny does not want to believe him. Once Finny gets back to Devon, he has a very hard time maintaining control of himself because of his leg. Since Finny cannot participate in sports, he has to train Gene to do them for him. He starts to train Gene for the 1944 Olympics as a runner. During the winter, Finny comes up with the Devon Winter Carnival. One night, Finny and Gene is kidnapped by Brinker and is questioned about what happened at the tree. Finny starts telling what happened, and he forgets some parts. After a while, Finny gets really frustrated and storms out of the room. As he is getting out, he falls down the staircase and breaks his leg again; only this time it was a clean break. As the doctor was trying to set the bone back into place, some of the bone marrow gets into Finny’s blood stream and his heart stops almost instantly.
Leper- Leper is from Vermont, and is the geeky, quiet one in the group. He decides not to jump out of the tree because he thinks it is immature. During the school year, Leper enjoys drawing birds, and looking at the trees to relax himself. Leper is the first out of the group to enlist into the army. He leaves the school for a while to go to the army. He sends a letter to Gene saying that he has escaped and to meet him at the Christmas location. Once Gene gets to Leper’s house, Leper starts to describe the hallucinations that he had while he was in the army. He also escaped from a Section Eight Discharge, which meant that you were going to leave the army as a psycho. When Brinker held the trial, he asked Leper to come in and tell what happened. Leper tells most of it, but he soon thinks that it will be used against him later on.
Brinker- Brinker Hadley is the annoying rich boy that every one wants to be friends with. He is the kind of person that always wants to know everything, even if it does not concern him. One night, he kidnaps Gene and Finny to question them about what happened at the tree. He also brings Leper into the trial to be questioned. In the end, once they graduated. Brinker enlisted for the Coast Guard. 
Quackenbush- Cliff Quackenbush is the Head of the Crew House, and nobody liked him, ever since he set foot at Devon. Since no one likes him, he always used his anger to exert force on other people and boss other people around. He gets into a fight with Gene and is hit pretty hard across the face. 
On the Final- Major question – idea that this story is a model Eden. The story starts off as Eden, then they go to the tree, and they lose Eden. Talk about how Devon is an Edenic place. Three paragraphs. 
Setting
Devon School in New Hampshire, in the 1940s. It is a boy’s only boarding school. The school is very isolated from the rest of the world and creates a separate peace. All the boys live at the school. They are away fro their family most of the time. The romance is removed from the entire the story. Devon is a pretty small school, only about 500 students total. Because it is a private boarding school the boys cannot escape seeing everyone else. They are trapped in a bond between all the other boys that they cannot hide from.
Close Textual Analysis p. 9-14


The author describes Gilman Street as defensive as Gene got near the school and then more exhausted, which meant he was in the school. There is also a feeling of isolation and loneliness when he walks along the street. The houses were very beautiful, but they were lifeless at the same time. As he walked through the mud, he trudged through the mud, so there is struggle as he is walking. The mud was not even mud; it was mire, a swampy mud. Then fog came over and it made Gene feel even more isolated from everything else. At the end of the passage, it says that he was changed. This really stands out to what shows next. It shows that not only he was changed, but everything around him was changed.
Can we as human beings ever be truly happy for another person’s success?

No because when someone does well in anything, you are going to want the same success. 
Symbolism in Finny’s death

Finny thought that it might be fun to have a double jump with Gene. Then Finny falls out of the tree and breaks his leg. He falls out because Gene bumps the limb and it makes Finny lose his balance and fall out. Finny is than sent home to heal and Gene goes to his house to confess what had happened. When they both get back to the school, Gene notices that Finny is not as graceful as he was before, Gen sees Finny struggling with his crutches. One night, when Brinker was interrogating Finny, Finny runs out of the room and falls down the stairs and breaks his leg again. Finny ends up dying because some of his marrow in his bone got into his blood stream as the doctor was trying to put it back into place and stoops his heart. The idea that it was the marrow that got into his heart is somewhat interesting. Bone marrow is symbolized as the essence or the soul of a person. So when the marrow got into Finny’s heart, it pretty much broke his heart when he found out that it really was Gene who jounced the limb and made him fall.
Gene and Finny as the same person
Gene and Finny can be thought of as the same person in many ways. Gene often says to himself that he looks like Finny. For example, when Gene put on Finny’s clothes, he could not tell the difference between him and Finny. Additionally, Finny said that if he could not play sports, Gene would play them for him. In the novel, as Gene is narrating, he says the he must become part of Phineas. 
