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Annul – To cancel. The Pope was asked to annul Henry VII’s marriage to Catherine.

Gravity – A force that Newton suggested kept the planets in their orbits around the sun. 

Patron – Financial Supporter. Lorenzo Medici was a generous patron of the arts.

Perspective – A technique in art that allows artist to make distant objects smaller than those closer to the viewer, and it also allowed artists to make paintings look three-dimensional.
Theocracy – Government run by church leaders. Calvin set up a theocracy in Switzerland.
John Calvin – John Calvin was the most important reformer to follow Martin Luther. Calvin preached predestination, the idea that God had long ago determined who would gain salvation. 
Henry VIII – An English King that wanted to end papal control over the English church. Henry stood firmly against the Protestant revolt.
Leonardo de Vinci – One of the most famous painters and sculptors in Florence. Leonardo thought of himself as an artist, but his talents and accomplishments ranged over many areas. 
Lorenzo de' Medici – Known as Lorenzo “the Magnificent.” Under Lorenzo, poets and philosophers frequently visited the Medici palace.
Niccolo Machiavelli – Machiavelli stressed that the end justifies the means. He urged rulers to use whatever methods were necessary to achieve their goals.
Heliocentric – Sun-centered. Nicolaus Copernicus proposed that the universe was heliocentric, meaning that the sun was the center of the universe.
Humanism – A study based on worldly subjects rather than on the religious issues that had occupied medieval thinkers.
Indulgence – A pardon for sins committed during a person’s lifetime. In the Middle Ages, the Church had granted indulgence only for good deeds.
Predestination – The idea that God had long ago determined who would gain salvation. To Calvinists, the world was divided into two kinds of people – saints and sinners.
Recant – Give up his views. The Church tried to persuade Martin Luther to recant his views.
Copenicus –Polish scholar, Nicolaus Copernicus, proposed that the universe is heliocentric, or sun-centered. The Earth, he said, we one of the several planets that revolved around the sun.
Durer – Known as the “German Leonardo” for his wide-range of interests, which extended far past art.
Luther – Martin Luther was a monk that founded the Lutheran Church. He was also the leader of the Protestant Reformation.
Newton – Isaac Newton was a scientist that wondered what the force that pulled an apple from a tree was. He called this force gravity.
Petrarch – Francesco Petrarch was an early Renaissance humanist that hunted down and assembled a library of Greek and Roman manuscripts.
Renaissance Focus – The focus of the Renaissance was to reawaken interest in classical learning, especially the culture of ancient Rome. Creative Renaissance minds set out to transform their own age.
Printing of Reformation – In 1456, Johann Gutenberg invented the printing press, and printed a complete edition of the Bible using movable metal type. With this new invention, the European age of printing began.
Results of Reformation – The result of the Reformation was a greater knowledge and higher education amongst the masses.
Causes of Renaissance – One of the causes of the Renaissance was that thinkers felt that this era was a period of rebirth after the disorder and disunity of the medieval world.
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Hobbes – Thomas Hobbes believed that people are driven by selfishness and greed. He also believed that to avoid chaos, people had to give up their freedom to a government that will ensure order.
Locke – John Locke believed that people had natural rights to life, liberty, and property. Rulers, he said, have the responsibility to protect those rights.
Joseph II – Joseph II was the most radical enlightened despot, and the Hapsburg emperor. He also abolished serfdom.
Constitutional Government – A government whose power is defined and limited by law. England had a constitutional government.
Enlightened Despot – Absolute rulers who used their powers to bring about social and political change. Some monarchs who did accept Enlightenment ideas became Enlightened Despots.
Natural Laws – Laws that govern human nature. Scientists wondered if they could use reason to discover natural laws.
Natural Rights – Rights that belonged to all human from birth. These rights include life, liberty, and property.
Physiocrat – Thinkers that focused on economic reforms. Like philosophes, physiocrats looked for natural laws to define a rational economic system.
Bach – One of the most towering musical figures of the time period. Bach was a devout Lutheran, ad he write complex and beautiful religious works for organ and choirs.
Diderot – Denis Diderot labored 25 years to publish a 28 volume Encyclopedia. His purpose for creating this was to “change the general way of thinking” by explaining the new thinking on government, philosophy, and religion. 
Tom Paine – Author of the pamphlet, Common Sense. In this pamphlet, he called on English colonists to declare their independence from Britain.
Rousseau – The most controversial philosophe of the time period. He believed that people in their natural state were basically good, which he felt was corrupted by the evils of society, especially the unequal distribution of property.
Robert Walpole – Often considered as Britain’s first prime minister. From 1721 to 1742, he molded the cabinet into a unified body, requiring all members to agree on major issues.
Baroque – A style of painting that was more complex and grand than those of the ancient Greeks and Romans. These paintings were huge, colorful, and full of excitement.
Free Market – The natural forces of supply and demand. Adam Smith said that the free market should be allowed to operate and regulate business.
Laissez Faire – A policy that allowed businesses to operate with little or no government interference. 
Salon – An informal social gathering at which writers, artists, philosophers, and others exchanged ideas. Only the most witty, intelligent, and well-read were invited to the salons.
Social Contract – An agreement by which people gave up the state or nature for an organized society.
  

