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What are the root words in Protestant Reformation?

How do they apply to the Church in the 1500s?

The two root words are Protest and Reform. As the Church was beginning to get corrupt, people wanted to reform what the Church was doing. The popes began to compete for political power against Indian princes. The Church hired painters and sculptors to beautify churches and spent vast sums of money to rebuild the cathedral of St. Peter’s at Rome. To pay for such projects, the Church increased fees for religious services like marriages and baptisms. One man, Martin Luther, revolted against the Church and tried to change it. He became the focus of a new Church and branch of Christianity, Lutheranism. He believed that salvation can only be achieved by faith alone. He also declared that the Bible was the sole source of religious truth. Another man, John Calvin, was also an important reformer. He founded the Calvinist branch of Christianity. Most of his teachings were similar to that of Luther, but Calvin believed in predestination, which is the idea that God had long ago determined who was would gain salvation.
