Huck Finn Journal

Character Sketch- what the character does in the story. The character’s significance in the story. Double space.

Huck Finn- Huck Finn is the main character in the novel and is the narrator also. He was raised in the Widow Douglas’ home with Miss Watson. In the beginning, him and Tom Sawyer form a band of robbers, but Huck is disappointed because they end up not really doing anything but just imagining what they would do. The band soon splits because they hadn’t robbed anyone, or killed anyone.  Huck’s father, Pap, is a drunk and takes him to his shanty in the woods. Huck then figures a way to get out of it by cutting a hole in the wall and going trough it. He finds a raft and begins sailing down the river to Jackson Island. He meets Jim there and they continue the journey together. Once they get back on the river, Huck and Jim find a house and find a dead man inside, which later we find out, is Pap who has been shot in the back. As they are sailing down the river again, Huck and Jim are separated by the fog. Once they are rejoined, Huck decides to play a little trick on Jim, but what he didn’t know was that it would hurt Jim’s feelings. Once Jim was hurt, Huck felt sorry and actually wanted to kneel down and kiss Jim’s foot for forgiveness. Then Huck meets the Grangerfords and he meets a new friend, Buck, who is later on shot in the woods. During this time, Huck experiences the true feeling of a feud between families. After that, Huck meets the King and Duke. The go on a little adventure together, performing plays, and getting money. Later on, Huck finds out that Jim has been sold into slavery and makes a big decision if he should rescue him, or turn him in. He decides to rescue Jim and seeks to find out where he is kept. He finds out that he is kept at Silas Phelps’ house. He goes there and realizes that it is Tom’s Aunt Sally. Tom comes by and he helps Huck free Jim. What Huck doesn’t know is that Tom already knows that Jim is a free man. As they are going about the rescue, Huck and Tom argue on how they are going to get Jim out, tom with the imaginative ways, Huck with the practical ways. They eventually get Jim out and they run for freedom. Tom tells Huck that he knew all the time that Jim was free and gives Huck the letter that Miss Watson gave Tom.
Jim- Jim is one of Miss Watson’s house slaves. He is highly superstitious, but is very intelligent. Jim runs away from Miss Watson because he thinks that she is going to sell him to another person for 800 dollars. He finds Huck on Jackson Island and they go on the journey down the river together. On the river, Jim and Huck sail by a two story house that has been flooded. Jim looks inside and finds a dead man inside. Then, Jim is bitten by a snake, and he has to gulp down Pap’s whisky bottle. Jim and Huck become separated on the river as they pass through fog. Then, as Huck comes back, Huck plays a trick on Jim and Jim gets hurt emotionally. Near the end of the novel, Jim is sold to slavery to Tom’s Aunt Sally and Uncle Silas Phelps. He is then put into a shed and is locked in. Eventually Jim is set free and they have to start running away from the town. Then we find out that Jim was free all along because of Miss Watson. 
Tom Sawyer- Tom Sawyer is Huck’s best friend, but unlike Huck, being born and raised in poverty and on the brink of society, Tom was raised in complete comfort. Tom is the imaginative, careless type, and he loves to think of classy ways to do things, even simple things like climbing out of a window and down a lightning rod instead of going down the stairs and out the front door. Tom believes that a person should always stick to rules, most of which have to do with style rather than morality and one’s safety. This is perfect because Tom being friends with Huck balances Huck’s tendency to question authority and think for himself. In the beginning of the novel, Tom comes up with the idea of a band of robbers, and he thinks that they are going to have the best time. At first, it was fun, but as they kept doing it, it started to get boring because they weren’t really robbing anyone, or killing anyone. All they did was ruin a Sunday school because Tom said that they were A-rabs with treasure and magicians and genies. At the end of the novel, we meet Tom again, and he comes up with another idea – to help Huck rescue and free Jim – However, when Huck told Tom that he was going to rescue Jim, Tom already knew that Jim was a free man because Miss Watson died and freeing Jim was in her will, but he liked the idea of rescue so he decided on that. As Tom and Huck are going about the rescue, Tom creates many complicated plans of how to get Jim out of the shed, but Huck realizes that they can just take the key and do it that way. Eventually they get Jim out and have to start running from the townsfolk. As they are running, Tom is shot in the leg and has to see a doctor. This is when Tom shows Huck the letter that Miss Watson gave him. It said that Jim is free. 
King and Duke- the King and Duke are two con men that Huck and Jim rescue as they are being run out of the river town. The older man claims to be the “dauphin,” son of King Louis XVI, and heir to the French throne. The younger man claims to be the Duke of Bridgewater. Although Huck quickly realizes the men are frauds, he and Jim remain at their mercy, as Huck is only a child and Jim is a runaway slave. The King and Duke carry out a number of increasingly troubling swindles as they travel down the river on the raft, such as creating the play and performing it to the public to get money. The king also poses as a washed up pirate and cons a church to give him money to help him with his “changed life.” After that, the King challenges the Duke to recite Hamlet’s soliloquy, and the Duke accepts. However, the Duke does not really know every part of it, so he puts parts from Macbeth and Richard III, along with things he made up himself. 
The Widow, Miss Watson, and Aunt Sally- Miss Watson and the Widow Douglas are two wealthy sisters who live together in a large house in St. Petersburg and who adopt Huck. In the beginning of the novel, the novel tries to civilize Huck, but Huck won’t pay attention, so she hits him a lot. The thin and severe Miss Watson has insincere religious and ethical values. The Widow Douglas is somewhat gentler in her beliefs and has more patience with the mischievous Huck. 
Pap- Pap is Huck’s father. He is the reason Huck runs away. When we meet Pap, he shows up in Huck room unexpectedly. Huck was scared when he was there because he used to tan him a lot when he was little. As we keep reading, we learn that Pap is an alcoholic. He even almost killed Huck because he thought Huck was the angel of death. Pap also locks Huck in the shed every time he leaves for the town. At the end of Chapter IX, we find that Pap is found dead in a two-story house. Jim sees that he has been shot in the back.
Author: Mark Twain

Not his real name. Real name is Samuel Langhorne Clemons. Born 1835-1910. Born and died the same days that Haley’s comet came and returned. Twain was one of the great American authors. He lived during the Civil War. Saw what came after the Civil War. He fought for the Confederate side then left. He moved around a lot. In his early life, he worked on a steamboat on the Mississippi. During that time he discovered his pen name. His name, Mark Twain, means 12 feet. Early in his writing life, he was considered a humorist, known for his wit and sarcasm. He was one of the more quotable people. He suffered from extreme depression. Mark Twain often went through bankruptcy. Huck Finn is considered one of the best novels ever. It took Twain 7 years to write. One of the greats because it has the mix of Twain’s writing style, humorous and serious. Huck Finn was one of the most controversial novels. It uses the “n” word more than 200 times in the book. The Romantic Movement in literature ran from the late 1700s to late 1800s. By the time this novel was written, Twain was a full fledged realist. 
First Approach to Literature

Formalistic Approach-the battle between romance and reality. Formalism is an approach to literature where you look at the book itself, what is in the book. In this book, we see romance being taken over by reality. It happens in several forms. We see it in nature, on Jackson’s island, romance happens on the river, and reality shows up on land. The chief conflict is between Huck and Tom. Tom is the romantic part, and Huck is the full-on realistic part. Huck was disappointed that they were not killing or robbing people, but just ruining a Sunday school picnic. Huck looks up to Tom Sawyer. Tom loves to imagine things. Huck likes to actually do stuff. Tom is lost in the world of romance, but even though, Huck still looks up to him. Twain is trying to show us that Tom is not an admirable person. In chapter 8, Huck is relaxing and being in the romantic world. Then, “Boom!” the cannon fires, representing reality coming in. The battle always results in reality taking over. 
Second Approach to Literature

Archetypal Approach-Taking all of the universal patterns and using them in the book. Hero’s Journey traces maturation, maturity, and the gaining of knowledge. Going to school, getting a job, first date, sex, and puberty are some examples. Hero’s Journey is a physical journey; more importantly is the mental journey. The first part is Departure/Separation, the second is Initiation, and the last is Return. Departure is basically the leaving for the journey, more importantly it is a departure from where the character feels safe. Initiation is called the school of hard knocks. It means that you will be kicked around, but you will learn. Only once you have learned, you can return. Returning is just coming back to comfort. Most importantly you return and use the knowledge you have learned. 
Third Approach to Literature

Archetypal Adam-a pattern that closely resembles the Hero’s Journey. Adam and Eve lived in the world of Eden/paradise, or pure innocence. The tree was the tree of knowledge. God did not want them to eat of the tree because it would take away the paradise, but once they ate of the tree, paradise has disappeared. They realized what was really going on, they were naked. They experienced shame for the first time. The first stage is the Edenic Society. It is a place of innocence and protection from knowledge. The second stage is the Gaining of Knowledge/ Loss of Eden. The last stage is to evaluate the end result. Is the character better or worse off? Is Eden lost forever? Do they even search to find Eden again? Do they find Eden again? Does the character grow to accept what has happened? 
Fourth Approach to Literature

Psychological- How the character is developing mentally. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) is and example. He is considered the godfather of psychology. Freud divided the human psycho into three parts: id, superego, and ego. The id and superego are battling out for the way we act. Id is the pleasure principal; it seeks instinctual gratification without fear of consequence. The superego is the morality principal. It is developed by societal values. In between is the ego, based on the reality principal. Its job is to balance the battle between the id and superego. Our ego is what comes out. When faced with a difficult t decision, we have what is called a crisis of conscience. 
Journal of Chapter XIV

When Huck and Jim were talking about Solomon and his wives, Huck says, “But hang it Jim; you’ve clean missed the point- blame it, you’ve missed it a thousand mile.” After  that talk Huck states that he has, “never seen such a nigger. That if he got a notion in his head, there warn’t no getting it out of him.” At the end of the chapter, after the talk about the Frenchmen, Huck also states that it wasn’t any use wasting words- you can’t learn a nigger to argue. In the two conversations that Huck and Jim have, we learn that Huck is thinking that Jim is beginning to get annoying, that Jim does not get the point of things. On the other side, Jim is thinking that it is just a normal conversation. At the very end of the chapter, Huck says, “I see it warn’t no use wasting words – you can’t learn a nigger to argue. So I quit.” This final thought is ironic because when Huck says that, he thinks that Jim does not know what he is talking about, but in reality he does know what he is talking about. 
Chapter XVI

In chapter 16, when the raft was smashed, Twain left the novel for about 2 years. He thought he ran out of inspiration. Once the novel comes back, the tone has gotten much darker, more edgy, and more violent.  
Chapter XVIII & XIX

Once Huck and Jim get back together and get on the raft again, you can see that there is a shift from the realistic (Buck being shot) to the romantic (Huck and Jim eating on the raft and having a comfortable time). The way that the novel is written is much different from when Huck was with Grangerfords and Sheperdsons. Everything just seemed to flow very fast. Huck does not even know if it was day or night. 
Chapter 31- Huck’s Big Decision
Huck is trying to do so many things to relieve his conscience. He tries to pray, and he says that you can’t pray a lie, and then he tries to send a letter to Miss Watson saying that Jim is with him and how to get him back. Then, he comes to the decision that he cannot turn Jim in. He says, “All right, then, I’ll go to hell,” 
