Great Expectations Journal

Characters:

Pip: Pip is the main character and the narrator in Great Expectations. He is also the protagonist, whose actions will determine what the story will turn out to be. In the beginning, the reader sees that Pip is a normal boy, who is about to be apprentice to become a blacksmith. During this time, Pip meets a man, the Convict, who later turns out to be Pip’s secret benefactor. Soon, Pip goes to Ms. Havisham’s house to play. Here Pip falls in love with Ms. Havisham’s adopted daughter, Estella, even though she torments him and is outrageously mean to him. This is when he desires to become a gentleman. Shortly after, Pip goes to London to meet Matthew Pocket to help him become a gentleman. Pip meets Herbert, which he remembers from the Satis House where they fought. They start to like each other and eventually become best friends. Later on, Pip finally meets his secret benefactor, Magwitch, the convict who had terrorized him in the beginning of the novel, and helps him lay low from public notice. During this time, Magwitch, known as Provis to Herbert and Pip, gets into a fight with his former partner, Compeyson, and Compeyson ends up drowning in the river. Near the end of the novel, Pip figures out that Magwitch, and Mr. Jaggers’ maid Molly, are Estella’s parents, and the Magwitch put her up for adoption. In the end, Pip gets thrown into jail for his extreme debts, but soon Joe and Biddy pay for all of it. In the new ending, Pip and Estella meet on the old Satis House grounds and they end up as friends and will never part. In the Original ending, Pip sees Estella and they have a short “interview” and Pip sees that she gave him the feeling that her suffering had given her a heart to understand what his used to be.
Joe: As Pip’s brother-in-law, and the village blacksmith, Joe stays with his overbearing, and abusive wife solely out of love for Pip. Joe’s quiet goodness makes him one of the few completely sympathetic characters in Great Expectations. Although he is uneducated and unrefined, he consistently acts for the benefit of those he loves and suffers in silence when Pip treats him coldly. One of the most kind and compassionate things that Joe does in the novel is pay off Pip’s tremendous debts and costs when Pip is in jail. Joe marries Biddy and they are very happy together. They have a little child of their own and they name him Pip, after the adult Pip.
Mrs. Joe: Pip’s sister and Joe’s wife, known only as “Mrs. Joe” throughout the novel. Mrs. Joe is a stern and overbearing figure to both Pip and Joe. She keeps a spotless household and frequently menaces her husband and her brother with her cane, which she calls “Tickler.” She also forces them to drink a foul-tasting drink called tar-water. Mrs. Joe is petty and ambitious; her fondest wish is to be something more than what she is, the wife of the village blacksmith. Around the middle of the novel, the reader finds out that Mrs. Joe was attacked by Orlick, and soon after she dies from sickness.
Biddy:
A simple, kindhearted country girl, Biddy first befriends Pip when they attend school together. After Mrs. Joe is attacked and becomes an invalid, Biddy moves into Pip’s home to care for her. Throughout most of the novel, Biddy represents the opposite of Estella; she is plain, kind, moral, and of Pip’s own social class. In the end of the novel, Biddy ends up marrying Joe, and together pay off Pip’s debts while he was in jail, and have a little child of their own, which they named Pip.
Pumblechook: Pip’s snobbish, arrogant uncle. He is actually Joe’s uncle and, therefore, Pip’s “uncle-in-law,” but Pip and his sister both call him “Uncle Pumblechook.” A merchant obsessed with money, Pumblechook is responsible for arranging Pip’s first meeting with Miss Havisham. Throughout the rest of the novel, he will shamelessly take credit for Pip’s rise in social status, even though he has nothing to do with it, since Magwitch, not Miss Havisham, is Pip’s secret benefactor.
Ms. Havisham: Miss Havisham is the wealthy, eccentric old woman who lives in a manor called Satis House near Pip’s village. She is manic and often seems insane, flitting around her house in a faded wedding dress, keeping a decaying feast on her table, and surrounding herself with clocks stopped at twenty minutes to nine. As a young woman, Miss Havisham was jilted by her fiancé minutes before her wedding, and now she has a vendetta against all men. She deliberately raises Estella to be the tool of her revenge, training her beautiful ward to break men’s hearts.
Estella: Miss Havisham’s beautiful young adopted daughter, Estella is Pip’s unattainable dream throughout the novel. He loves her passionately, but, though she sometimes seems to consider him a friend, she is usually cold, cruel, and uninterested in him. As they grow up together, she repeatedly warns him that she has no heart. She marries Bentley Drummle, and gets extremely mistreated. She and Pip are reunited at the old Satis House grounds and they promised to be friends forever.
Herbert Pocket: Pip first meets Herbert Pocket in the garden of Satis House, when, as a pale young gentleman, Herbert challenges him to a fight. Years later, they meet again in London, and Herbert becomes Pip’s best friend and key companion after Pip’s elevation to the status of gentleman. Herbert nicknames Pip “Handel.” He is the son of Matthew Pocket, Miss Havisham’s cousin, and hopes to become a merchant so that he can afford to marry Clara Barley.

The Convict: A fearsome criminal, Magwitch escapes from prison at the beginning of Great Expectations and terrorizes Pip in the cemetery. Pip’s kindness, however, makes a deep impression on him, and he subsequently devotes himself to making a fortune and using it to elevate Pip into a higher social class. Behind the scenes, he becomes Pip’s secret benefactor, funding Pip’s education and opulent lifestyle in London through the lawyer Jaggers.
Compeyson: Compeyson is a criminal and the former partner of Magwitch, Compeyson is an educated, gentlemanly outlaw who contrasts sharply with the coarse and uneducated Magwitch. Compeyson is responsible for Magwitch’s capture at the end of the novel. He is also the man who jilted Miss Havisham on her wedding day.
Mr. Jaggers: Mr. Jaggers is the powerful, foreboding lawyer hired by Magwitch to supervise Pip’s elevation to the upper class. As one of the most important criminal lawyers in London, Jaggers is privy to some dirty business; he consorts with vicious criminals, and even they are scared of him. However, there is more to Jaggers than his impenetrable exterior. He often seems to care for Pip, and before the novel begins he helps Miss Havisham to adopt the orphaned Estella. Jaggers smells strongly of soap: he washes his hands obsessively as a psychological mechanism to keep the criminal dirt from corrupting him.
Wemmick: Jaggers’s clerk and Pip’s friend, Wemmick is one of the strangest characters in Great Expectations. At work, he is hard, sarcastic, and obsessed with “portable property”. At home in Walworth, he is cheerful, cynical, and a tender caretaker of his “Aged Parent.”

Molly: Molly is a house maid for Mr. Jaggers. She used to be a criminal and being a maid is how she is repaying Jaggers. Molly was accused for strangling another woman in a fight for man. She has really strong wrists, and along them are scars and scratches from the fight. Mr. Jaggers used evidence such as her running through bushes to get the scars on her wrists to get her out of her crime. Later on, the reader finds out that Molly is the mother of Estella, and had a relationship with Magwitch.
Orlick: Dolge Orlick is the assistant to Joe at the forge. He is malicious and shrewd, hurting people simply because he enjoys it. He is responsible for the attack on Mrs. Joe, and he later almost succeeds in his attempt to murder Pip, if Herbert and Trabb’s boy had not saved him. 
Bentley Drummle: An oafish, unpleasant young man who attends tutoring sessions with Pip at the Pockets’ house, Drummle is a minor member of the nobility, and the sense of superiority this gives him makes him feel justified in acting cruelly and harshly toward everyone around him. Drummle eventually marries Estella, and ends up getting killed trying to handle an ill-treated horse.
Close Textual Analysis on Joe and Mrs. Joe
The name Mrs. Joe gives her a masculine feeling, that she does most of the disciplining and beating. Pip describes Mrs. Joe as having a hard and heavy hand, which she used to beat Pip as well as Joe. Pip also talks about his sister wearing an apron full of pins and needles almost all the time, which implies that she does most of the work around the house. Joe is sort of the opposite of Mrs. Joe. He is mild, good-natured, sweet-tempered, and easygoing. 
Pip in Miss Havisham’s House
When Pip gets to Miss Havisham’s house, he thinks that it is going to be a great, marvelous place. He sees that Miss Havisham looks like she is getting ready for a wedding. When Pip meets Estella, he thinks that she is really beautiful. When they start playing the card game, Miss Havisham says to “beggar him,” or to screw him over. Estella starts to play with Pip. 
Charles Dickens

He is well-known for his characters, but also for the settings in his stories. The settings themselves almost become a character, or at least an extension of a character. 
Great Expectations
The title Great Expectations is often overlooked. Someone gives Pip money to use to become a gentleman. Pip has Great Expectations to become a gentleman. However, he cannot always expect the best. Having Great Expectations, he starts to see that his expectations are not what he expected. He starts to learn how to deal with unexpected actions.
Close Textual Analysis – Miss Havisham’s House
Once Pip gets to Miss Havisham’s house, he sees that everything is barred and locked and closed, sort of like a jail or prison. The house feels like it is isolated from not only the sunlight, but the rest of the world also. In the courtyard, it looks as if it is clean and paved, but in the crevices grass is growing. This applies to Miss Havisham in the way that everything is not always as good as it looks.
Close Textual Analysis – Chapter 20 Mr. Jaggers’ office
Pip describes Mr. Jaggers’ office as a dismal place, having only one skylight to light the whole room. There were not a many papers as Pip thought there would be, but there were many odd objects such as an old rusty pistol, as sword in a scabbard, several strange looking boxes and two terrible casts on a shelf, of faces peculiarly swollen. Mr. Jaggers’ chair was made of deadly black horse hair, with rows of brass nails around it.
The Original and New Ending
The difference between the two endings is that in the original, Pip meets Estella as she is driving by in a carriage, and Estella asks if she can kiss little Pip. Afterwards, Pip notices that in her voice, and her face, and in her touch, she gave him the assurance that suffering had been stronger than Miss Havisham’s teachings, and had given her a heart to understand what his used to be. He even states the conversation as an interview. The new ending is almost the opposite. Pip and Estella become friends and they walk off together.
Money and Its Uses

Money in Great Expectations is a thing that people either have a lot of or not a lot at all. A good example of money and its uses in the novel can be seen through Pip. In the start of the novel, Pip is just a normal, not rich at all boy, but as the story progresses, he starts to have bigger expectations to how much and when he gets it. He gets his first large amount of money from his secret benefactor, who is the convict Abel Magwitch, to help Pip go to London and become a gentleman. Pip uses his money to help Herbert Pocket become a gentleman also. Another example of money is through Joe. Joe, unlike Pip, does not have a lot of money throughout the whole story. This is because he is only a blacksmith. Joe does not spend his money like Pip does, so Joe does not end up in debt. Joe’s most outstanding thing that he does with his money is that he pays for all the debts and costs that Pip was put into jail for.
Penance

Penance comes up a lot in the novel. A very good example of penance is seen through Estella. When Pip meets her in the beginning of the novel, she is almost the meanest girl anyone might have seen. She torments him, and Miss Havisham seems to let her and encourage her to keep tormenting him, and no matter what, Pip seems to fall in even more love with her. In the original end of the novel, however, she claims to have changed, and she wants Pip back. Pip seems to have the attitude that he wants her to feel what he felt back then. Therefore, because she was so mean and cold to Pip, she has lost everything. She lost her husband, she lost Pip, and she lost any potential in actually loving someone, because of what Miss Havisham did to her. 
