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Chapter 5

I Minoan Civilization

A. The palace at Knossos housed rooms for the royal family, religious shrines, banquet halls, and working areas for artisans.

B. By 1400 B.C., the Minoan civilization disappeared and archaeologists do not know the cause for sure.

C. The British archaeologist who found the ruins called them Minoans after the Minos, the ancient king of Crete.

II Rulers of Mycenae

A. The Mycenaean civilization dominated the world from 1400 B.C. to 1200 B.C.

B. The Mycenaeans are best known for they’re part in the Trojan War and 1250 B.C.   

C. For centuries, most people regarded the Trojan War purely as a legend.

III The Age of Homer

A. We get hints about the life of this period through two great epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey, both written by Homer, who lived around 750 B.C.

B. The Iliad is our chief source of information about the Trojan War.
C. The Odyssey tells about the struggles of the Greek hero Odysseus and his journey to return to his wife, Penelope, after the fall of Troy.

IV Looking Ahead

A. For centuries after the Dorian invasions, the Greeks lived in small isolated villages.

B. They had no writing and few contacts wit the outside world.

C. Over time, the stories they heard about Crete and Mycenae underwent changes and became part of the Greek heritage.

V Geography: The Greek Homeland

A. Greece is part of the Balkan Peninsula, which extends southward into the eastern Mediterranean Sea.

B. The Greeks who farmed the valleys or settled on the scattered islands did not create a large empire as the Egyptians of the Mesopotamians had.

C. Instead, they built many small city-states, cutoff from one another by land or water.
VI The Polis

A. Between 750 B.C. and 500 B.C., Greeks evolved different forms of government.

B. At first, the ruler of the polis, like those in the river valley empires, was a king.

C. Changes in military technology contributed to the increased power of the middle class.

VII Sparta: A Nation of Soldiers

A. From childhood, a Spartan prepared to be part of a military state.

B. Women, too, were brought up in a society that made them produce healthy sons to join the army.

C. While other Greeks admired the Spartan’s military skills, no other city-state imitated their rigorous way of life.

VIII Athens: A Limited Democracy

A. As the demand for change became greater, the Athenians slowly moved toward a democracy, a government that is run by the people.
B. Solon, a wise and trusted leader, was appointed archon, or chief leader, in 594 B.C.

C. Unlike girls, who received little of no formal education, boys attended school if their families could afford it.
IX Forces for Unity

A. Like most ancient people, the Greeks were polytheistic. 

B. They believed that the gods loved on Mount Olympus in northern Greece.

C. As trade expanded, the Greeks came in contact with people who spoke different languages and had different customs

X The Persian Wars

A. By 500 B.C., Athens had emerged as the wealthiest Greek city-state.

B. The mighty Persian army landed at Marathon, north of Athens, in 490 B.C.

C. The Persians marched south and burned Athens. Luckily, the city was empty, so no one was killed.

XI Athens in the Age of Pericles

A. Pericles believed that all male citizens, regardless of wealth or social class, should take part in government.
B. The Athenians had a direct democracy in which all male citizens took part in the day-to-day affairs of government.

C. Athens prospered during the Age of Pericles, and with the riches of the Athenian empire, Pericles hired the best architects and sculptors to rebuild Acropolis, a city which the Persians destroyed.

XII Greek against Greek

A. As the Greek world split into two parts, the Delian League was the enemy of Sparta and other enemies of Athens, and they formed the Peloponnesian League. 

B. Despite its riches and powerful army, Athens faced a serious geographic disadvantage.

C. After the loss of the Peloponnesian War, Athens economy recovered, but its spirit and vitality declined.

XIII Lovers of Wisdom

A. Philosophers explored many subjects, from mathematics and physics to music and logic, or rational thinking.

B. Other philosophers were interested in ethics, or moral behavior.
C. In Athens, one group of thinkers, the Sophists, questioned accepted ideas about truth and justice.

XIV Death of a Philosopher

A. Most of what we know about Socrates comes from his student Plato.

B. Socrates himself did not write any books, instead, helounged around the marketplace, questioning fellow citizens about their beliefs and ideas.

C. When Socrates was 70 years old, he was put on trial for “corrupting the city’s youth and failing to respect the gods.” He was sentenced to death and he accepted his fate and drank a poison that killed him.

XV Ideas about Government

A. Like Socrates, Plato emphasized the importance of reason. Through rational thought, he argues, people could discover unchanging ethical values, recognize perfect beauty, and learn to organize an ideal society.

B. Plato also thought that women could rank among the ruling elite of his republic.

C. Plato’s most famous student, Aristotle, developed his own ideas about the best kind of government.
XVI The Search for Beauty and Order

A. The most famous Greek temple, the Parthenon, was dedicated to the goddess Athena.

B. In ancient times, a towering figure of Athena, covered in gold and ivory stood inside the Parthenon.
C. The only Greek paintings to survive are on vases and other pottery.

XVII Poetry and Drama

A. The first Greek plays evolved out of religious festivals, especially those held in Athens to honor Dionysus, god of fertility and wine.

B. Aeschlyus, Sophocles, and Euripides, thress of the greatest Athenian playwrights all wrote tragedies, plays that told stories of human suffering that usually ended in disaster.

C. Other Greek playwrights composed comedies, humorous plays that mocked people or customs.

XVIII The Writing of History

A. Herodotus is often called the “Father of History” in the western world because he went beyond listing rulers or retelling ancient legends.

B. Herodotus cast a critical eye on his sources, noting bias and conflicting accounts.

C. Thucydides, a few years younger than Herodotus, wrote about the Peloponnesian War, a much less happy subject for the Greeks.

XIX Macedonian Ambitions

A. To the Greeks, the rugged, mountainous kingdom of Macedonia was a backward, half-civilized land.
B. The rulers of this frontier, n fact, were of Greek origin and maintained ties to their Greek neighbors.

C. Philip’s clever and determined wife, Olympias, out-maneuvered his other wives and put her own son Alexander on the throne

XX A Mighty Conqueror

A. Although Alexander was only 20 years old, he was already an experienced soldier.

B. Like his father, Alexander planned to someday invade Persia.

C. As Alexander lay dying, his commanders asked to whom he left his immense empire, and he said, “To the strongest.” None of them were strong enough to rule by themselves, so they divided the empire into three equal parts.

XXI The Legacy of Alexander

A. Across his enormous empire, Alexander founded many new cities and named most of them after him.

B. Gradually, a blending of eastern and western cultures occurred.

C. At the very heart of the Hellenistic world stood the city of Alexandria, its markets boasted a wide range of goods, from Greek marble to Arabian spices to East African ivory.
XXII Hellenistic Civilization

A. The political turmoil of the Hellenistic age contributed to the rise of new schools of philosophy.

B. The Hellenistic age saw important advances in the sciences and mathematics, and built of earlier Greek, Babylonian, and Egyptian knowledge.

C. About 400 B.C., the Greek physician Hippocrates studied the cause of illness and looked for cures.

XXIII Looking Ahead

A. During the Hellenistic age, a powerful new state, Rome, came to dominate the Mediterranean world. 

B. Greek ideas about law, freedom, justice, and government have influenced political thinking to the present day.

C. In the arts and sciences, Greek works became a standard of excellence for later people of Europe.

Chapter 6

I The Italian Landscape 

A. Rome began as a small city-state in Italy but ended up ruling the entire Mediterranean world.
B. Italy is a peninsula that looks like a boot, jutting into the Mediterranean Sea and kicking the island of Sicily toward North Africa.

C. Italy was much easier to unify than Greece because Italy, was not broken up into small isolated valleys.

II Roman Beginnings

A. The Romans ancestors, the Latins, migrated to Italy around 800B.C.

B. The Romans shared the Italian peninsula with other peoples, whose ideas they adapted.

C. The Romans learned to use the arch in building and adopted Etruscan engineering techniques to drain the marshy lands along the Tiber. 

III The Early Republic

A. In the early republic, the most powerful governing body was the senate.
B. At first, all government officials we patricians. Plebeians, the farmers, merchants, artisans, and traders who made up the bulk of the population, had very little influence.

C. Although the senate still dominated the government, the common people had gained access to power and won safeguards for their rights without having to resort to war or revolution.

IV Expansion in Italy

A. Rome’s success was due to partly to skillful diplomacy, and partly to its efficient, well-disciplined army.

B. Conquered people had to acknowledge Roman leadership, pay taxes, and supply soldiers for the Roman army.

C. To protect its conquests, Rome posted soldiers throughout the land.

V Rivalry with Carthage

A. Carthage was a city-state on the northern coast of Africa, in present day Tunisia.

B. Settled by Phoenician traders, it ruled over a trade empire that stretched across North Africa and the western Mediterranean.
C. Between 264B.C. and 146 B.C., Rome fought three wars against Carthage, which they called the Punic Wars.

VI War with Hannibal

A. For 15 years, Hannibal and his army moved across Italy, winning battle after battle in the Second Punic War.

B. At first, the Romans allowed Hannibal to remain free after the war, and under his leadership, Carthage made a rapid recovery.

C. In the end, Rome attacked and completely destroyed the 700-year-old city.

VII Ruler of the Mediterranean World

A. While Rome fought Carthage in the west, it was also expanding into the eastern Mediterranean.

B. The Romans confronted the Hellenistic rulers who had divided up the empire of Alexander the Great.

C. One by one, Rome brought Macedonia, Greece and parts of Asia Minor under its rule.

VIII Effects of Expansion

A. A new class of wealthy Romans emerged, and the built lavish mansions and filled them with luxuries imported from the east.

B. Two young brothers, Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus, were among the first to attempt reform.

C. The slayings of the Gracchus brothers showed that the republic was unable to resolve its problems peacefully.
IX Caesar’s Bid for Power

A. For a time, Caesar dominated Roman politics with Pompey, one of Rome’s most brilliant generals.

B. Caesar’s most lasting reform was the introduction of a new calendar based on Egyptian knowledge.

C. When Julius Caesar was murdered, Rome was plunged into a new round of civil wars.

X Imperial Rome

A. Augustus created an efficient, well trained civil service charged with enforcing the law.
B. To make the tax system more fair, he ordered a census, or population count, to be taken in the empire. 

C. Two of Augustus’ successors, Caligula and Nero, were downright evil and maybe even insane.

XI The Roman Peace

A. The 200-yeah span that began with Augustus and ended with Marcus Aurelius is known as the period of the Pax Romana, or “Roman Peace.”
B. The Pax Romana created “a world every day better known, better cultivated, and more civilized than before,” said one Roman writer.
C. People, too, flowed across the Roman empire, spreading ideas and knowledge, especially the advances of the Hellenistic east.

XII Family and Religion

A. Patrician women, especially, played a larger role in society than did Greek women.
B. Girls and boys, and even lower-class Romans learned how to read and write, as seen from the jokes, messages, and other, graffiti that archaeologists found scrawled on the walls around the city.
C. Roman religion was very similar to the Greeks. The Greek god Zeus has his counter-part in the Roman god Jupiter, who ruled over the sky and the other gods.

XII Bread and Circuses

A. At the Circus Maximus, Rome’s largest racecourse, chariots thundered around an oval course, making dangerously tight turns at either end.
B. Gladiator contests were even more popular. Many gladiators were slaves who had been trained to fight. 

C. During the Pax Romana, the general prosperity hid underlying social and economic problems.

XIII Greco-Roman Civilization

A. The Romans imported shiploads of Greek statues to decorate their homes, gardens, and public buildings.
B. From England to Spain to North Africa to the Middle East, you can see Roman buildings that combine both Greek and Roman elements and ideas.

C. The Romans excelled in the practical arts of building, perfecting their engineering skills as they built roads, bridges, and harbors.

XIV Literature, Philosophy, and History 

A. In his epic poem, the Aeneid, Virgil tried o show that Rome’s past was as heroic as that of Greece. 
B. Roman historians pursued their own theme – the rise and fall of Roman power.

C. The Hellenistic philosophy of Stoicism impressed Roman thinkers like the emperor Marcus Aurelius.

XV Roman Law

A. Probably the greatest legacy of Rome was its commitment to the rule of law and to justice.

B. During the republic, Rome developed a system of law, known as the civil law, which applied to its citizens.

C. As Roman law developed, certain basic principles evolved.

XVI Jews and the Roman Empire
A. Among the peoples of the empire were the Jews. By 63 B.C., Romans have conquered Palestine, where most Jews of the time lived, and made it into the province of Judea. 
B. When revolts broke out in the next century, the Roman armies leveled Jerusalem.

C. Although they were defeated in their efforts to regain political independence, Jew survived in scattered communities around the Mediterranean.

XVII The Life of Jesus

A. What we know of the life of Jesus comes from the Gospels.

B. Jesus’ teachings were deeply rooted in Jewish tradition. Jesus believed in one God and accepted the Ten Commandments.

C. When Jesus was betrayed, he was arrested and was condemned to be crucified, which was a form of execution in which the person was nailed to a cross and left to die.

XVIII Spread of Christianity

A. Paul’s missionary work set Christianity on the road to becoming a world religion.

B. Despite the attacks, Christianity continued to spread, nonetheless.

C. In early Christian communities, women served as teachers and administrators.

XIX. The Early Christian Church

A. As the Church grew and evolved, it imposed order and discipline on the scattered Christian communities.

B. The persecution of Christians finally ended in A.D. 313, when the emperor Constantine issued the Edict of Milan.

C. It granted freedom of worship to all citizens of the Roman Empire. 

XX The Empire in Crisis

A. After the death of Marcus Aurelius, the Pax Romana ended in 180.

B. For the next 100 years, political turmoil rocked the Roman Empire. 

C. In one 50 year period, at least 26 emperors reigned, and only one of them died of natural causes.

XXI Efforts at Reform

A. In 284, he emperor Diocletian set out to restore order.

B. As emperor in 312, Constantine continued Diocletian’s reforms, and more importantly, he took two steps that changed the course of European history.

C. The reforms of Diocletian and Constantine had mixed results, they revived the economy, increased the power of the government, and they helped hold the empire together for another century.

XXII Foreign Invasions

A. As early as A.D. 200, wars in East Asia set off a chain of events that would eventually overwhelm Rome, thousands of miles to the west.

B. In 378, when a Roman army tried to turn back the Visigoths at Adrianople, it suffered a stunning defeat.
C. Christians called Attila the “scourge of God” because they believed his attacks were a punishment for the sins of humankind.

XXIII The End of Greatness

A. Probably the most obvious cause of Rome’s fall was the Germanic invasions.

B. Economically, the empire suffered as heavier and heavier taxes were required to support the vast government bureaucracy and huge military establishment.

C. For centuries, worried Romans pointed to the decline in values such as patriotism, discipline, and devotion to duty on which the empire was built.

