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I. Pressure for Peace

A. Alfred Nobel, the inventor of dynamite, set up the Nobel Peace Prize to reward each year the individual whose work advanced the cause of peace.

B. Aletta Jacobs, the first woman doctor in the Netherlands, argued that if women won the vote for the peace movement, they would be able to prevent wars.
C. In 1899, the First Universal Peace Conference brought together leader of many nations in The Hague in the Netherlands.

II. Aggressive Nationalism

A. In the early 1900s, aggressive was a leading cause of international tension.

B. In Eastern Europe, Russia sponsored a powerful form of nationalism called Pan-Slavism.

C. Austria-Hungary was worried that nationalism might foster rebellion among the many minority populations within its empire.

III. Economic and Imperial Rivalries

A. By 1900, Germany’s new, modern factories increasingly out produced Britain’s older ones.

B. Britain therefore had strong economic reasons to oppose Germany in any conflict.

C. In 1905 and again in 1911, competition for colonies brought France and Germany to the brink of war.

IV. Militarism and the Arms Race

A. The late 1800s saw a rise in militarism, the glorification of the military.

B. As international tensions grew, the great powers expanded their armies and navies.

C. German generals and British admirals enjoyed great respect and got more funds to build up their forces.
V. A Tangle of Alliances

A. Knowing that France would not attack Germany without help, Bismark signed treaties with the other Great powers.
B. In 1872, Germany joined a weak alliance with Austria-Hungary and Russia.

C. In 1914, when war did erupt, Germany and Austria-Hungary fought on the same side.

VI. A Murder with Millions of Victims

A. On a spring night in 1914, a small groups of revolutionaries huddled around a café table in Belgrade, Serbia.

B. Among the group was a youth of 19 named Gavrilo Princip, who joined the Unity or Death, a terrorist group commonly known as the Black Hand.
C. At his trial, Princip was not sentenced to death, for he was under 20 years old. Instead, he was put in prison, and he died in prison of tuberculosis in 1918.
VII. Peace Unravels

A. To avoid war, said the ultimatum sent by Austria, Serbia must end all anti-Austrian agitation and punish any Serbian official involved in the murder plot.
