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Chapter 19 Outline

I. The Old Regime

A. In the Middle Ages the Church had exerted immense influence throughout Christian Europe.
B. In the 1600s, Richelieu and Louis XIV had crushed the nobles’ military power but given them other rights, under strict royal control.

C. The bourgeoisie, or middle class, sat at the top of the population. This class included prosperous bankers, merchants and manufacturers who propped up the French economy.

II. A Financial Crisis

A. In the late 1780s, bad harvests sent food prices soaring and brought hunger to poorer peasants and city dwellers. 

B. The heirs of Louis XIV were not the right men to solve this crisis.

C. Louis XV pursued pleasure before serious business and ran up more debts.

III. The King Takes Action

A. At the end of 1788, France was on the verge of bankruptcy
B. Louis XVI summoned the Estates General to meet at Versailles in May 1789.

C. Delegates to the Estates General from the Third Estate were elected, though only propertied men could vote.

IV. Storming the Bastille

A. On July 14, Paris seized the spotlight from the National Assembly meeting in Versailles.

B. More than 800 Parisians assembled outside the Bastille, a grim medieval fortress used as a prison for political and other prisoners. 

C. The commander of the Bastille refused to open the gates and opened fire on the crowd.

V. Revolts in Paris and the Provinces

A. The political crisis of 1789 was punctuated by the worst famine in memory. 
B. Starving peasants roamed the countryside or flocked to the towns, where they swelled the ranks of the unemployed.
C. Paris, as the capital and chief city of France was a revolutionary center. 

VI. Liberty, Equality, Fraternity

A. Peasant uprisings and the storming of the Bastille stampeded the National Assemble into action.

B. On August 4, at a stormy all-night meeting, nobles in the National Assembly voted to end their privileges.

C. The Declaration of the Rights of Man was modeled in part on the American Declaration of Independence.

VII. Women March on Versailles

A. On October 5, the women showed that they were just as determined as the men who had stormed the Bastille three months earlier.

B. The women would not leave Versailles until the king met their most important demand – to return with them to Paris.

C. The next morning, the crowd marched back to Paris, led by women perched on the barrels of seized cannons.

VIII. A Time of Reform

A. To pay off their huge government debt – much of it owed to the bourgeoisie – the Assembly voted to take over and sell Church lands.
B. The National Assembly completed its main task by producing a constitution.

C. Meanwhile, Marie Antoinette and others had been urging the king to escape their humiliating situation.

IX. Reaction outside France

A. Supporters of the Enlightenment applauded the reforms of the National Assembly.

B. European rulers and nobles, however, denounced the French Revolution.

C. In August 1791, the king or Prussia and the Emperor of Austria issued the Declaration of Pilnitz.

X. War at Home and Abroad

A. In October 1791, the newly elected Legislative assembly took office.

B. By 1791, many sans-culottes demanded a republic.

C. In April 1792, the war of word between French revolutionaries and European monarchs moved onto the battlefield.

XI. Downfall of the Monarchy

A. Battle disasters inflamed revolutionaries who thought the king was in league with the invaders.

B. Backed by Paris crowds, radicals took control of the Assembly.
C. The Convention put Louis XVI on trial as a traitor to France.

XII. The Convention Under Siege

A. By early 1793, danger threatened France on all sides.

B. To deal with the threats to France, the Convention created the Committee of Public Safety.

C. The Government battles counterrevolutionaries under the guiding hand of Maximillien Robespierre.

XIII. Reaction and the Directory

A. The Constitution of 1795 set up a five-man Directory and a two-house legislature elected by male citizens of property. 

B. The Directory, holding power from 1795 to 1799, was weak but dictatorial. 

C. As chaos threatened, politicians turned to a popular military hero, Napoleon Bonaparte.

XIV. Women in the Revolution

A. Many women were disappointed when the Declaration of the Rights of man did not grant equal citizenship to women.
B. The government did make divorce easier, a move aimed at weakening Church authority.

C. As the revolution progressed, women’s right to express their views in public came under fire.

XV. Changes in Daily Life

A. By 1799, the 10-year old French Revolution had dramatically changed France.
B. Revolutionaries pushed for social reform, such as compulsory elementary education.

C. French arts moved toward a grand classical style that echoed the grandeur of ancient Rome.

XVI. The Man from Corsica

A. Napoleon Bonaparte was born on the French-ruled island of Corsica in the Mediterranean.

B. During the turmoil of the Revolution, he rose quickly in the army.

C. In 1804, Napoleon had accumulated enough power into his hands to take the title of Emperor of the French.

XVII. France under Napoleon

A. During the consulate and empire, Napoleon consolidated power, strengthening the central government.
B. To ensure well-trained officials and military officers, he promoted a system of public schools under strict government control.
C. Among Napoleon’s most lasting reforms was a new law code, popularly called the Napoleonic Code.

XVIII. Subduing an Empire

A. From 1804 to 1814, Napoleon furthered his reputation on the battlefield.
B. As a military leader, Napoleon valued rapid movements and made effective use of his large armies.

C. In the end, Napoleon’s Continental System failed to bring Britain to its knees.

XIX. Challenges to Napoleon’s Empire

A. Under Napoleon, French armies spread the ideas of the revolution across Europe.
B. In 1808, Napoleon replaced the king of Spain with his own brother, Joseph Bonaparte.

C. To avoid battles with Napoleon, the Russians retreated eastward, burning crops and villages as they went.

XX. Downfall of Napoleon

A. The disaster in Russia brought an new alliance of Russia, Britain, Austria, and Prussia against a weakened France.

B. Napoleon died in 1821, but his legend lived on in France and around the world.

C. Many more citizens had rights to property and access to education than under the old regime.

XXI. The Congress of Vienna

A. After Waterloo, diplomats and heads of state again sat down at the Congress of Vienna.

B. Diplomats, courtiers, and royalty dined and danced, attended concerts and ballets, and enjoyed hunting parties and picnics arranged by their host, Emperor Francis I of Austria.

C. The chief goal of the Vienna decision makers was to create a lasting peace by establishing a balance of power and protecting the system of monarchy.
XXII. The Vienna Settlement

A. Despite clashes and controversies, the diplomats at Vienna finally worked out a framework for peace. 

B. To protect the new order, Metternich pushed to create the Concert of Europe, a peacekeeping organization.

C. Many people inspired by revolutionary ideals condemned the Vienna settlement.

