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*usury – the practice of lending money at interest. 
*capital – money for investment. The use of capitals spurred the growth of banking houses
*tithe – payment to a church equal to one tenth of a person’s income. 
*fief – in the Middle Ages, an estate granted by a lord to a vassal in exchange for service and loyalty. These estates ranged from a few acres to hundreds of square miles and include peasants to work the land, as well as any towns or buildings on the land. 
*chivalry - code of conduct for knights during the Middle Ages. Chivalry required knights to be brave, loyal, and true to their word.
*charter – in the Middle Ages, a written document that set out the rights and privileges of a town. In return for the charter, merchants paid the lord or the king a large sum of money.
*troubadour – wandering poet in Europe in the Middle Ages. Their poems and songs praised the perfection, beauty, and wit of women throughout the ages. 
*manor economy – the medieval manor was a small, self sufficient world. Peasants produced almost everything they needed, from food to clothing to simple furniture and tools.
*how monks and nuns lived – Under the Benedict Rule, monks and nuns took an oath of poverty. They also took vows of chastity, or purity, and of obedience to the abbot. Their chief duties were prayer and worship of God. 
*Why was church reform desired? – As the power and wealth of the Church grew, discipline weakened. The growing corruption and moral decay led to demands for reform.
*new agricultural technologies – by about 800, peasants were using new iron plows that carved deep into the heavy soil of northern Europe. Also, a new kind of harness allowed peasants to use horses faster than oxen to pull the plows. 
*defense of castles (moats, etc) – Castles used many things to protect it from foreigners. Some of the things were moats, high walls, towers, and drawbridges over the moats. 
*vassals – in medieval Europe, a lord who was granted land in exchange for service and loyalty to a greater lord.

*peasants – For most peasants, life was harsh. Men, women, and children worked long ours, from sunup to sundown. The peasant family ate a simple diet of black bread with vegetables. 
*knights – noble in Europe who served as a mounted warrior for a lord in the Middle Ages.
*lords – In feudalism, the lord ranks just below the king or emperor himself. The lords divided their landholdings among the lesser lords.
*why did the church have great power over the people? – Medieval Christians believed that all people are sinners, which led to the people participating in sacraments, which are rituals of the church, to avoid the tortures of hell. 
*Cluniac reforms – In 1073, Gregory VII extended the Cluniac reforms throughout the entire Church. Hr prohibited simony, which is the selling of positions in the Church, and he outlawed the marriage of priests.
*merchant guilds – Guilds were associations that dominated life in the medieval towns. They passed laws, levied taxes, and decided whether to spend funds on city buildings and such. 
*nobles – nobles, along with the Church, had as much, or more, power than the king. Nobles had their own courts, collected their own taxes, and fielded their own armies.
*Charlemagne – Charlemagne tried to exercise control over his many lands and create a united Christian Europe. He worked very closely with the Church, helping to spread Christianity to the conquered peoples on the fringes of his empire. 
*serf – in medieval Europe, peasant bound to the lord’s land. The serfs worked rigorously, from sunup to sundown. 
*steel plow – This is a new agricultural tool that the peasants used. It was better than the old plows because it could carve deeper into the ground. 
*feudal system – in the feudal system, the king was atop the society. Under him were the lords, then the lesser lords, and then the knights. 
*Black Death- which regions most devastated? % population died? Result? – The Black Death killed one in every three people, worse than any war in history. Christians blamed Jews for the plague, charging that they had poisoned the wells.
*Magna Carta – In the Magna Carta, the king affirmed a long list of feudal rights. Besides protecting their own privileges, the barons included a few clauses recognizing the rights of the townspeople and the Church.
*Chief goal of/ and result of the Crusades – The chief goal of the Crusades was to reclaim the holy land that the Christians believed the Muslims and Jews took away from them.
*Reconquista – As Muslims were taking over most of Spain, some Christian kingdoms survived. They sought to take over the Muslim lands. 
*early jury system – When traveling justices visited an area, local officials collected a jury. These early juries determined which cases should be brought to trial and were the ancestors of today’s grand jury.
*conflict between emperors and popes – As the Holy Roman Emperor, Frederick II clashed with many popes in Italy, and he was unsuccessful most of the time. 
  

Short Answer 

A. 5 reasons late Middle Ages was a time of decline. 

One of the reasons that the late Middle Ages was a time of decline was because of the Black Death, a plague that swept through Europe. This plague brought about an economic decline, and as workers and employers died, production also died. The Catholic Church was also an issue that led to the decline of the Middle Ages. The Church was unable to provide the strong leadership needed in this desperate time. Another reason the Middle Ages was a time of decline was because of the Hundred Years’ War. Between 1337 and 1453, England and France fought a series of conflicts. 

B. 3 long term effects of the crusades 

One of the long term effects of the Crusades was that trade in Europe and around the world was increased dramatically. Returning Crusaders introduced fabrics, spices, and perfumes from the Middle East to a larger market. Another effect of the Crusades was that it increased the power of feudal monarchs. Rulers won new rights to levy taxes in order to support the Crusades. The Crusades also provided the Europeans with a wider world view. With contacts with the Muslim world, Christians realized that millions of people lived in regions they had never known to exist. 
