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Chapter 8

I A Land of Great Potential

A. Europe is a relatively small area, although its impact on the modern world has been enormous.

B. Europe had dense forests, which covered much of the north, and very rich black earth was better suited for raising crops.

C. Coastal people used the seas for fishing, as well as trading and exploration.
II Germanic Kingdoms

A. Between 400 and 700, the Germanic tribes carved up Western Europe into small kingdoms.
B. In 481, Clovis, a ruler of great energy and ability, became king of the Franks.

C. Under his rule, the Franks were able to conquer the former Roman province of Gaul.

III Islam: A New Mediterranean Power

A. After the Franks and other Germanic peoples have carved up Western Europe, a powerful new force, Islam, swept out of the Middle East into the Mediterranean world.

B. The Muslims overran the Christian kingdoms in North Africa and Spain.

C. To European Christians, the Muslim presence was a source of anxiety and anger.

IV The Age of Charlemagne

A. Charlemagne spent most of his 46 year reign fighting the Muslims in Spain, the Saxons in the North, the Avars and Slavs in the East and the Lombards in Italy.
B. On Christmas Day, 800, the pope showed his gratitude by placing a crown on Charlemagne’s head and proclaiming him “emperor.”

C. Like other Germanic kings, Charlemagne appointed powerful nobles to rule local regions.

V. A Revival of Learning

A. Since Charlemagne could not write, his is said to have kept a slate by his bed to practice writing before he went to bed.

B. To ensure the supply of educated officials, Charlemagne set up a palace school at Aachen.

C. He asked a respected scholar, Alcuin, to run the school.

VI Charlemagne’s Legacy

A. After Charlemagne died in 814, his empire soon fell apart.

B. In 843, Charlemagne’s grandsons drew up the Treaty of Verdun, which split up the empire into three parts.
C. Although Charlemagne’s empire fell apart, the great Frankish ruler left a lasting legacy

VII New Attacks

A. Even after the defeat at Tours in 732, Muslim forces kept up their pressure on Europe.

B. In 896, a new wave of nomadic people, the Magyars, settled in what is today Hungary.

C. The Vikings were not only fierce warriors; they were traders and explorers as well.

VIII A New System of Rule

A. In the face of invasions by Vikings, Muslims, and Magyars, kings and emperors were too weak to maintain law and order.

B. In response to the basic need for protection, a new system, feudalism, evolved.

C. People needed to defend their homes and land.

IX Lords, Vassals, and Knights

A. Everyone had a place in the feudal society.

B. Below were the most powerful lords, dukes and counts, who held the largest fiefs.

C. Because vassals often held fiefs from more than one lord, feudal relationships grew very complex.

X The World of Warriors

A. At the age of seven, a boy slated to become a knight is sent off to the castle of his father’s lord.
B. During the early Middle Ages, powerful lords fortified their homes to withstand attacks.

C. In the later Middle Ages, knights adopted a code of conduct called chivalry.

XI The Manor
A. Most of the peasants on a manor were serfs, who were bound to the land.
B. In return for a lifetime of labor, peasants had the right to farm several acres for themselves.

C. Peasants produced almost everything they needed, from food and clothing to simple furniture and tools.

XII Daily Life

A. Like farmers everywhere, European peasants worked according to the season.
B. Despite life’s grimness, peasants found occasions to celebrate, such as marriages and births.

C. In medieval Europe, people believed in elves, fairies, and other nature spirits.

XIII A Spiritual and Worldly Empire

A. The pope was the spiritual leader of the Roman Catholic Church.

B. Medieval Christians believed that all people were sinners, doomed to eternal suffering.

C. The only way to avoid the tortures of hell was to participate in the sacraments, which are the sacred rituals of the Church.

XIV The Church and Daily Life

A. Villagers took pride in the church building, which they decorated with care.

B. To support itself, the Church required all Christians to pay a tithe, or tax equal to one tenth of their income.

C. The Church taught that men and women were equal before God, but on Earth, women were inferior to men.

XV Monks and Nuns

A. In about 530, a monk named Benedict founded the monastery of Monte Cassino in Italy.
B. In a world without hospitals, public schools, or social programs, convents and monasteries provided basis social services.

C. During the early Middle Ages, men and women risked their lives to spread Christian teachings across Europe.

XVI Hildegard of Bingen: Advisor to Popes and Kings

A. Perhaps in response to her visions, Hildegard’s parents placed her in a convent at an early age. 

B. Popes, emperors, kings, ad queens sought her advice.

C. Hildegard was not the only nun to raise her voice in the early Middle Ages.

XVII Reform Movements
A. In the early 900s, the pious Abbot Berno at Cluny, a monastery in eastern France, set out to end abuses.
B. In 1073, a new pope, Gregory VII, extended the Cluniac reforms throughout the empire. 

C. A different approach to reform was taken by friars, monks who traveled widely, preaching to the poor, especially in Europe’s growing towns.

XVIII Jews in Western Europe

A. After the Romans expelled all Jews from Palestine, the Jews had scattered all around the Mediterranean.

B. Many Christian rulers in Northern Europe protected or tolerated hard-working Jewish communities, although they taxed them heavily.

C. The Church also charged the Jews were responsible for the death of Jesus, thus laying the foundations for anti-Semitism, or prejudice against Jews.

XIX An Agricultural Revolution

A. By 1000, Europe’s economic recovery was well under way.

B. By about 800, peasants were using new iron plows that carved deep into the heavy soil of northern Europe.

C. Feudal lords who wanted to boost their incomes pushed peasants to clear forests, drain swamps, and reclaim wasteland for farming and grazing.

XX Trade Revives

A. Enterprising traders formed merchant companies that traveled in armed caravans for safety.

B. At first, traders and customers met at local trade fairs, which took place near navigable rivers or where trade routes met. 

C. To protect their interests, the merchants who set up a new town would ask the local lord, or if possible the king himself, for a charter.

XXI A Commercial Revolution

A. To meet the need of the changing economy, Europeans developed new ways of doing business. 

B. These new ways of doing business were part of a commercial revolution that transformed the medieval economy.

C. In towns, the old social order of nobles, clergy, and peasants gradually changed.

XXII Role of Guilds

A. Each guild represented workers in one occupation, such as weavers, bakers, brewers, sword makers, and goldsmiths.

B. To become a guild member meant many years of hard work as an apprentice, or trainee.

C. Women dominated dome trades and even had their own guilds.

XXIII City Life
A. As the city grew, space within the walls filled to overflowing, and new comers had to settle in the fields outside the walls.
B. During the day, streets echoed with the cries of hawkers selling their wares and porters grumbling under heavy loads. 

C. At night, the unlit streets were deserted.

XXIV Looking Ahead

A. By 1300, Western Europe was a different place from what it had been in the Middle Ages.

B. Although most people had no way of knowing it, slow but momentous changes were sending shock waves through medieval life.

C. In the global sphere, the economic revival of the Middle Ages was bringing Europeans into contact with civilizations much more advanced then their own.

Chapter 9

I Monarchs, Nobles, and the Church.

A. In medieval Europe, kings stood at the head of the head of the society.

B. Both nobles and the Church had their own courts, collected their own taxes, and fielded their own armies.

C. The struggles among monarchs, nobles, and the Church lasted for centuries.

II Strong Monarchs in England

A. On Christmas Day 1066, William the Conqueror assumed the crown of England.
B. William’s successors strengthened two key areas of government: finances and law.

C. Under Henry II, England developed an early jury system.

III Evolving Traditions of Government

A. Henry’s son John was a clever, greedy, cruel, and untrustworthy ruler.

B. In 1215, a group of rebellious barons cornered John and forced him to sign the Magna Carta.

C. During the 1200s, English rulers often called on the Great Council for advice.

IV Royal Successes in France

A. In 987, feudal nobles elected Hugh Capet, the count of Paris, to fill the vacant throne.
B. An outstanding French ruler of this period was Philip II, or Philip Augustus. 

C. Probably the most admired French ruler of this period was Louis IX, grandson of Philip Augustus.

V The Holy Roman Empire

A. In the early Middle Ages, the emperor or Charlemagne had brought much of what is today Germany under his rule.

B. The Holy Roman Empire had the potential to be the strongest monarchy in Europe

C. A key conflict between emperors and popes rose over who would control appointments to high Church offices.

VI Two Determined Rulers

A. Under the reforming pope Gregory VII, the conflict between emperors ad the Church burst into flames.
B. Under Gregory’s law, emperor presented bishops with the ring and staff the symbolized their office.

C. Pope Gregory’s ban brought an angry response from the Holy Roman emperor Henry IV.

VII New Struggles Between Popes and Emperors

A. During the 1100s and 1200s, ambitious German emperors sought to master Italy.
B. Sicily, a rich kingdom in the Mediterranean, had a sophisticated court, where Muslim and Christian influences existed side by side.

C. While Frederick was embroiled in Italy, he gave in to many demands of his German nobles.
VII The Church Under Innocent III

A. In the 1200s, the Roman Catholic Church reached its peak of power.

B. Innocent III, who took office in 1198, embodied the triumph of the Church.

C. For almost a century after Innocent’s death, popes pressed their claim to supremacy.

VIII The World in 1050

A. In 1050, when Western Europe was barely emerging from isolation, several civilizations in the Middle East and Asia had long been major powers.

B. In West Africa, the Soninke people were building the great trading empire of Ghana.

C. Closer to Western Europe, Byzantine civilization was a rival to Islam in the eastern Mediterranean.
IX The Crusades

A. As the crusading spirit swept through Western Europe, armies of ordinary men and women inspired by fiery preachers left for the Holy Land.

B. For 200 years, crusaders marched, fought, and for a time occupied parts of Palestine.

C. Europeans mounted crusades against other Muslim lands, especially in North Africa.
X Impact of the Crusades

A. The Crusades helped to increase the power of feudal monarchs.

B. The Crusades further encouraged the growth of a money economy.

C. In 1271, a young Vietnam, Marco Polo, set out for China with his merchant father and uncle.

XI The Crusading Spirit and the Reconquista

A. Muslims had conquered most of Spain in the 700s and carried Islamic civilization there.

B. By 1300, Christians controlled the entire Iberian Peninsula except for Granada.
C. Aided by the Inquisition, a Church court set up to try people accused of heresy, Isabella launched a brutal crusade against Jews and Muslims.

XII Medieval Universities

A. By the 1100s, schools had sprung up around the great cathedrals to train the clergy.
B. Since medieval universities did not have permanent buildings, classes were held in rented rooms or in the choir loft of a church.

C. Women were not allowed to attend the universities.

XIII Europeans Acquire “New” Learning

A. Christian scholars, known as scholastics, tried to resolve the conflict between faith and reason.

B. Faith and reason, Aquinas concluded, existed in harmony.

C. Works of science, translated from Arabic to Greek, also reached Europe from Spain and the Byzantine Empire.

XIV Education for Women
A. Few women received a good education.

B. An exception was Christine de Pizan, an Italian-born woman who came to live in the French court.

C. Still, men continued to look on educated women as oddities.

XV Medieval Literature

A. Across Europe, people began writing down oral traditions in the vernacular.

B. The most popular song was the Song of Roland, which praises the courage of one of Charlemagne’s knights who died while on a military campaign in Muslim Spain.
C. A true feudal hero, Roland loyally sacrifices his life out of a sense of honor.

XVI Splendors in Stone

A. About 1000, monasteries and towns built solid stone churches that reflected Roman influences.

B. About 1400, Abbot Suger wanted to build a new abbey church at St. Denis near Paris.

C. As churches rose, stonemasons carved sculptures to decorate the cathedrals inside and out.
XVII The Black Death

A. Within months, the disease that Europeans called the Black Death was raging through Italy.

B. Unsanitary conditions in towns and homes guaranteed that the disease would spread.

C. As the plague kept recurring in the late 1300s, the European economy plunged to low ebb.

XVIII Upheaval in the Church

A. The Church was unable to provide the strong leadership needed in this desperate time.

B. In 1378, reformers elected their own pope to rule from Rome.

C. With its moral authority weakened, the Church faced still more problems.

XIX the Hundred Year’s War

A. At first, the English won a string of victories – at Crécy in 1346, Poitiers 10 years later, and Agincourt in 1415.

B. In 1429, a 17 year old peasant woman, Joan of Arc, appeared at the court of Charles VII, and uncrowned king of France.
C. After Joan’s death, the French took the offensive.

XX Looking Ahead

A. The Hundred Years’ War brought many changes to the late medieval world. 

B. In the 1400s, as Europe recovered from the Black Death, other changes occurred.

C. The recovery of the late Middle Ages set the stage for further changes during the Renaissance, Reformation, and Age of Exploration. 

