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I. Early Challenges to World Peace
A. Challenges to peace followed a pattern throughout the 1930s. 

B. One of the earliest tests was posed by Japan. The Japanese military leaders and ultranationalists felt that Japan should have an empire equal to those of the western powers.

C. In Italy, Mussolini used his new, modern military to pursue his own imperialist ambitions.

II. The Spanish Civil War

A. In 1936, Spain plunged into a civil war. Although it was a local struggle, it soon drew other European powers into the fighting.

B. In the 1920s, Spain was a monarchy dominated by a landowning upper class, the Catholic Church, and the military.

C. In 1936, a right-wing general, Francisco Franco, led a revolt that touched off a bloody civil war. 

III. German Aggression Continues 

A. In the meantime, Hitler pursued his goal of bringing all German-speaking people in the Third Reich. 

B. From the outset, Nazi propaganda had found fertile ground in Austria.

C. Returning from Munich, the British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain told cheering crowds that he had achieved “peace for our time.”
IV. The Plunge toward War

A. As Churchill predicted, Munich did not bring peace. Instead, Europe plunged rapidly toward war.

B. In August 1939, Hitler stunned the world by announcing a nonaggression pact with his great enemy: Joseph Stalin, the head of the Soviet Union.

C. On September 1, 1939, a week after the Nazi-Soviet Pact, German forces stormed into Poland.

V. Why War Came

A. Many factors contributed to World War II. 

B. Since 1939, people have debated issues such as why the western democracies failed to respond forcefully to the Nazi threat and whether they could have stopped Hitler if they had responded. 

C. Many historians today think that Hitler might have been stopped in 1936, before Germany was fully rearmed.

VI. The First Onslaught

A. In September 1939, Nazi forces stormed into Poland, revealing the enormous power of Hitler’s blitzkrieg, or “lightning war.”

B. While Germany attacked from the west, Stalin’s forces invaded from the east, grabbing areas promised under the Nazi-Soviet Pact. 

C. Technology created a war machine with even greater destructive power.

VII. The Battle of Britain

A. With the fall of France, Britain stood alone.

B. Faced with defiance, Hitler ordered preparation of Operation Sea Lion – the invasion of Britain. 

C. On August 12, 1940, the first wave of German bombers appeared over England’s southern coast.

VIII. Charging Ahead

A. With the Luftwaffe was blasting Britain, Axis armies were pushing into North Africa and the Balkans.
B. In September 1940, Mussolini sent forces from Italy’s North African colony of Libya into Egypt.

C. In 1940, Italian forces invaded Greece. When they met stiff resistance, German troops once again came to the rescue, and both Greece and Yugoslavia were added to the Axis Empire.

IX. Operation Barbarossa

A. Hitler wanted to gain “living space” for Germans and to win control of regions rich in resources. 

B. About 3 million Germans poured into Russia.

C. The Russians lost two and a half million soldiers trying to fend off the invaders.

X. Growing American Involvement

A. When the war began in 1939, the United States declared its neutrality.

B. Although isolationist felling remained strong, many Americans sympathized with the Poles, French, British, and others who battled the Axis powers.
C. In August 1941, Roosevelt and Churchill met secretly on a warship in the Atlantic.

XI. Japan Attacks

A. In December 1941, the Allies gained a vital boost when a surprise action by Japan suddenly pitched the US into a war.

B. Japan and the United States held talks to the ease the growing tension. 

C. In the long run, the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor would be as serious a mistake as Hitler’s invasion of Russia. 

XII. Occupied Lands

A. While the Germans rampaged across Europe, the Japanese conquered an empire in Asian and the Pacific.

B. The most savage of all policies was Hitler’s program to kill Jews and others he judged “racially inferior,” such as Slavs, Gypsies, and the mentally ill.

C. On the other side of the world, Japan wrapped itself in the mantle of anti-imperialism.

XIII. The Allied War Effort

A. After the United States entered the war, the Allied leaders met periodically to hammer out their strategy. 
B. From the outset, the Allies distrusted one another.
C. As men joined the military and war industries expanded, millions of women replaced them in essential jobs.

XIV. Turning Points

A. During 1942 and 1943, the Allies won several victories that would turn the tide of battle.

B. In Egypt, the British under General Bernard Montgomery finally stopped Rommel’s advance during the long, fierce Battle of El Almein.

C. Victory in North Africa let the Allies leap across the Mediterranean into Italy.

XV. The Red Army Resists

A. Another major turning point in the war occurred in the Soviet Union.

B. After their triumphant advance in 1941, the Germans were stalled outside Moscow and Leningrad.

C. After the Battle of Stalingrad, the Red Army took the offensive.

XVI. Invasion of France

A. By 1944, the Allies were at last ready to open the long-awaited second front in Europe – the invasion of France.

B. The Allies chose June 6, 1944 – D-Day; they called it – for the invasion of France.

C. In Paris, French resistance forces rose up against the occupying Germans.

XVII. War in the Pacific

A. In May and June 1942, American warships and airplanes severely damaged two Japanese fleets during the battles of the Coral Sea and Midway Island.

B. These victories greatly weakened Japanese naval power and stopped the Japanese advance.
C. In October 1944, MacArthur began to retake the Philippines. 

XVIII. The Nazis Defeated

A. After freeing France, the Allies battled toward Germany.

B. By this time, Germany was reeling under round-the-clock bombing.
C. As Soviet troops fought their way into the city, Hitler committed suicide in his underground bunker.

XIX. Defeat of Japan

A. With war won in Europe, the Allies poured their resources into defeating Japan. 

B. Some American officials estimated that an invasion of Japan would cost a million or more casualties.

C. On August 6, 1945, an American plane dropped an atomic bomb on the mid-sized city of Hiroshima.

XX. Looking Ahead

A. After the surrender, American forces occupied the smoldering ruins of Japan.

B. In Germany, meanwhile, the Allies had divided Hitler’s fallen empire into four zones of occupation – French, British, American, and Russian.

C. In both countries, the Allies faced difficult decisions about the future.

XXI. Aftermath of the War

A. While the Allies celebrated victory, the appalling costs of the war began to emerge.

B. During the war, the Allies knew about the existence of Nazi concentration camps. 

C. At wartime meetings, the Allies had agreed that Axis leaders should be tried for “crimes against humanity.”

XXI. The United Nations

A. As in 1919, the World War II Allies set up an international organization to secure the peace.
B. Under the UN Charter, each member nation had one vote in the General Assembly where members would debate issues.

C. The organization would take on any world problems – from preventing disease and improving education to protecting refugees and aiding nations to develop economically.

XXII. The Crumbling Alliance

A. Amid the rubble of war, a new power structure emerged that would shape events in the postwar world. 

B. During the war, the Soviet Union and the nations of the West had cooperated to defeat Nazi Germany.

C. By 1945, however, the wartime alliance was crumbling.

XXIII. Containing Communism

A. Like Churchill, President Truman saw communism as an evil force creeping across Europe and threatening countries around the world, including China.

B. Postwar hunger and poverty made Western European lands fertile ground for communist ideas. 

C. In 1945, the world hoped for an end to decades of economic crisis, bloody dictators, and savage war. Instead, it faced new tensions.
