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Militarism – The glorification of the military. Under militarism, the armed forces and readiness for war came to dominate national policy.

Ultimatum – A final set of demands. To avoid war, the ultimatum said, Serbia must end all anti-Austrian agitation and punish any Serbian official involved in the murder plot.

Mobilize – To prepare the military forces for war. When Serbia sought help from Russia, the czar asked the Kaiser of Austria to soften its demands. When this failed, Russia began to mobilize their troops. 

Neutrality – A policy of supporting neither side in a war. Italy and Britain wanted to remain neutral in the war, but soon Britain was forced into the war.

Total War – The channeling of a nation’s entire resources into a war effort. As the struggle wore on, nations realized that a modern, mechanized war required the total commitment of their whole society.

Propaganda – The spreading of ideas to promote a cause or damage and opposing cause. Allied propaganda often played up Germany’s invasion of Belgium as a barbarous act.

Atrocity – A horrible act against innocent people. The British and French press circulated tales of atrocities against Germany.

Armistice – An agreement to end fighting. The new German government sought an armistice with the Allies.
Reparations – Payments for war damage. The Allies blamed the conflict on their defeated foes and insisted that the losers make reparations for the war.
Mandate – Territories that were administered by western powers. Britain and France gained mandates over German colonies in Africa and Ottoman lands in the Middle East.
Edith Cavell – A British nurse who ran a Red Cross hospital in Belgium. When the Germans discovered that she was helping Allied prisoners escape, they shot her as a spy.
Georges Clemenceau – The leader of the French. His chief goal was to weaken Germany so that it could never again threaten France.
Alfred Nobel – The Swedish inventor of dynamite. In his will, he set up the Nobel Peace Prize to reward each year the individual whose work advanced the cause of peace.
Gavrillo Princip – A member of Unity or Death, a terrorist group commonly known as the Black Hand. He assassinated the archduke and his wife.
Sarajevo – The scene of the archduke and his wife’s assassination. This is where Princip killed the archduke and his wife.
Woodrow Wilson – The creator of the Fourteen Points, which is a list of his terms for resolving the war and future wars.  He called for an end to secret treaties, freedom from the seas, free trade, and large-scale reduction of arms.
Wilson's Fourteen Points – Wilson’s list of terms for resolving the war and future wars. It called for an end to secret treaties, freedom, from the seas, free trade, and large-scale reduction of arms. 
Francis Ferdinand – The archduke of Hapsburg. He was assassinated with his wife by Gavrilo Princip.
Kaiser William II – The Kaiser of Germany during the World War I time period. He preserved the Triple Alliance, and he allowed Bismark’s Reassurance Treaty, made with Russia in 1887, to lapse.
Bertha Von Sutner – Author of an antiwar novel called Lay Down Your Arms. In 1905, “Peace Bertha” became the first woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize.
Triple Alliance – An alliance formed by Germany with Austria-Hungary and Italy. This alliance became known as the Central Powers side of the war.
Ottoman Empire – Formed an alliance with Germany. This alliance made the Ottoman Empire part of the Central Powers during the war period.
Trench Warfare – On the Western Front, the warring armies burrowed into a vast system of trenches, stretching from the Swiss frontier to the English Channel. An underground network linked bunkers, communications trenches, and gun emplacements.
Machine Gun (role it played in WWI) – The Machine Gun made it possible for a few gunners to mow down waves of soldiers. This helped create a stalemate by making it difficult to advance across no man’s land.
Airplane (role it played in WWI) – At first, airplanes were used only for observation. Later, flying “aces” engaged in individual combat, though such “dogfights” had little effect on the war.
Role of Women in WWI – Many women worked in war industries, manufacturing weapons and supplies. The women also took over the men’s jobs when they left for the war. 
Nationalism (ie. tension between France and Germany) – Patriotic French citizens longed for revenge against Germany and recovery of the “lost provinces.” France longed to regain its position as Europe’s leading power.
Paris Peace Conference – Woodrow Wilson was one of the three strong personalities who dominated the Paris Peace Conference. Urging “peace without victory,” he wanted the Fourteen Points to be the basis of the peace.

American neutrality – America’s neutrality in the war was broken in 1917 when German submarines attacked merchant and passenger ships carrying American citizens. In April 1917, Wilson asked Congress to declare war on Germany.
Black Hand – Also known as Unity or Death, a terrorist group that Garvilo Princip joined when he assassinated the archduke, Francis Ferdinand.
Treaty of Versailles – The treaty imposed huge reparations that would put an already damaged German economy under a staggering burden. The treaty also severely limited the size of the once-feared German military machine.
Self Determination – A band of new nations emerged where the German, Austrian, and Russian empires had once ruled. Out of the old Hapsburg region rose three new republics – Czechoslovakia, Austria, and Hungary.
Shleiffen Plan – Under the Shleiffen Plan, Germany first had to defeat France quickly, and then it would fight Russia. To ensure a quick victory in the west, the Shleiffen Plan required German armies to march through Belgium, then swing south behind French lines.
U boat – U Boats were used by Germany to destroy Allied shipping. U Boat attacks helped bring the United States into the war.
Lusitania – In May 1915, a German Submarine torpedoed the British liner Lusitania. Almost 1200 passengers were killed, including 128 Americans.
Western Front – On the Western Front, the warring teams burrowed into a vast system of trenches, stretching from the Swiss frontier to the English Channel.
Eastern Front – On the Eastern Front, battle lines swayed back and forth, sometimes over large areas. Casualties rose even higher than in the west, but the results were just as indecisive.
Verdun – At the Battle of Verdun, German forces tried to overwhelm the French. The French defenders held firm, but the struggle cost more than a half-million casualties on both sides.
