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Chapter 14

I. What was the Renaissance?

A. The Renaissance was a time of creativity and change in many areas, including – political, social, economic, and cultural.

B. The most important thing that happened was perhaps the changes that took place in the way people viewed themselves and their world.

C. The Renaissance produced new attitudes toward culture and learning.

II. Italian Beginnings

A. The Renaissance began in Italy in the mid-1300s, and then spread north to the rest of Europe. 

B. Since Italy was the center of ancient Roman history, it was only natural for this reawakening to start there.

C. Florence, perhaps more than any other city, came to symbolize the Italian Renaissance.

III. Humanism 

A. Humanism focused on worldly subjects, rather than on the religious issues that had occupied medieval thinkers.

B. Humanist scholars hoped to use the wisdom of the ancient to increase their understanding of their own times.

C. Humanists believed that education should stimulate the individual’s creative powers.

IV. A Golden Age in the Arts

A. The Renaissance reached its most glorious expression in its paintings, sculpture, and architecture.

B. Roman art had been very realistic, and Renaissance painters developed new techniques for representing both human and landscapes in a realistic way.

C. Renaissance artists used a technique called perspective, which allowed them to make distant objects smaller than those close to the viewer. This allowed painters to paint scenes that appeared to be three-dimensional.
V. Writings for the New Age

A. Poets, artists, and scholars mingled with politicians at the courts of Renaissance rulers.

B. A literature of “how to” books sprang up to help ambitious men and women who wanted to rise in the Renaissance world.

C. Niccolò Machiavelli combined his personal experience of politics with his knowledge of the past to offer a guide to rulers on how to gain and maintain power.

VI. Artists of the Northern Renaissance

A. The northern Renaissance began in the 1400s in the prosperous cities of Flanders, a region that included parts of what is today northern France, Belgium, and the Netherlands.
B. Albrecht Dürer had a keen and inquiring mind. He is sometimes called the “German Leonardo” because of his wide ranging interests, which extended far beyond art. 

C. In the 1600s, Peter Paul Rubens created a larger and lusher style of Flemish painting.
VII. Northern Humanists

A. Like Italian humanists, northern European humanist scholars stressed education and a revival of classical learning.
B. The great Dutch humanist Desiderius Erasmus used his knowledge of classical language to produce a New Greek edition of the New Testament and a much-improved Latin translation of the same text.
C. Erasmus’s friend the English humanist Sir Thomas More also used his pen to press for social and economic reform.

VIII. Literature of the Northern Renaissance

A. The French humanist Francois Rabelais had a varied career as a monk, physician, Greek scholar, and author.

B. William Shakespeare was a towering figure of Renaissance literature.
C. The Renaissance in Spain in the early 1600s produced its own great works.

IX. The Printing Revolution

A. The Chinese had learned to make paper and had printed books centuries earlier than Europeans.

B. Printing presses sprang up in Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, and England. 

C. The printing revolution brought immense changes.

X. Abuses in the Church

A. Beginning in the late Middle Ages, the Church had become increasingly caught up in worldly affairs.

B. During the Renaissance, popes, like other Renaissance rulers, maintained a lavish lifestyle.
C. The Church spent vast sums of money for pay painters and sculptors to beautify the churches.

XI. Luther’s Protest

A. In 1517, protests against the Church rose to a full-scale riot.
B. The man who triggered these riots was a German monk named Martin Luther. 

C. At the heart of Luther’s teachings, there were several beliefs.

XII. Spread of Lutheran Ideas.

A. A number of German princes embraced Lutheran beliefs for more selfish reasons. 
B. In 1524, a Peasant’s Revolt erupted across Germany.

C. During the 1530s and 1540s, the Holy Roman Empire emperor Charles V tried to force Lutheran princes back into the Catholic Church. 

XIII. John Calvin

A. Most of Calvin’s teachings were very similar to that of Martin Luther.

B. The thing that was different about Calvin was that he preached predestination, which is the idea that God had long ago determined who would gain salvation.

C. Calvin set up a theocracy, or government run by church officials.

XIV. Radical Reformers

A. As the Reformation continued, hundreds of new Protestant sects sprang up.

B. These sects often had ideas that were even more radical than those of Luther and Calvin.

C. Anabaptists believed that only adults have the right to be baptized, for they thought that infants are too young to understand what it means to accept the Christian faith.

XV. The English Reformation

A. By the 1520s, even some English clergy were toying with Protestant ideas.
B. Between 1536 and 1540, King Henry shut down all convents and monasteries in England and seized their lands.
C. Since the Church does not permit divorce, Henry asked the pope to annul, or cancel his marriage to Catherine.

XVI. Elizabeth I Restores Unity to England

A. In January 1554, barely six months after Mary ascended to the throne, a plot against her was uncovered.
B. Although she had no proof, Mary was convinced that Elizabeth was involved.

C. Elizabeth’s unjust imprisonment in the Tower had made her even more popular with the people.

XVII. The Catholic Reformation

A. As the Protestant Reformation swept across northern Europe, a vigorous reform movement took hold within the Catholic Church.

B. The leader of this movement was Pope Paul III.

C. By the late 1500s, Rome was a far more pious city than the one Luther had visited 70 years earlier.

XVIII. Widespread Persecution 

A. The religious passion of the times contributed to a wave of witch hunting.

B. Most people accused of witchcraft were social outcasts – beggars, poor widows, midwives blamed for infant deaths, or herbalists whose potions and cures were seen as gifts of the devil.
C. The Reformation brought hard times to Europe’s Jews.

XIX. Looking Ahead. 

A. The upheavals of the Catholic and Protestant reformations sparked wars of religion in Europe until the mid-1600s.

B. At that time, issues of religion began to give way to issues in national power.

C. Catholic and Protestant rulers often made decisions based on political interests rather than purely religious reasons.

XX. Changing Views of the World

A. Until the mid-1500s, European scholars accepted the idea of the ancient Greek astronomer Ptolemy that the Earth was the center of the universe.

B. Nicolaus Copernicus proposed a heliocentric, or sun-centered, model of the universe.

C. Most experts rejected this revolutionary theory, which contradicted both Church teachings and the teachings of Ptolemy.

XXI. Newton Ties It All Together

A. As a student at Cambridge University, Isaac Newton devoured the works of the leading scientists of his day.

B. By the age of 24, he had developed a brilliant theory to explain why the planets moved as they did.

C. To many, Newton’s theory seemed to link physics and astronomy, to bind the new science as gravity itself held the universe together.

XXII. More Scientific Advances

A. The 1500s and 1600s saw changes in areas other than astronomy.

B. In the 1600s, Robert Boyle distinguished between individual elements and chemical compounds.
C. In 1543, Andreas Vesalius showed the first accurate and detailed study of the human anatomy.

XXIII. Bacon and Descartes

A. Both Bacon and Descartes rejected Aristotle’s scientific assumptions.

B. Both of them argued that truth is not known at the beginning of inquiry but at the end, after a long process of investigation.

C. Thinkers like Bacon and Descartes helped bring the scientific method to the pursuit of all knowledge.

Chapter 18

I. A World of Progress and Reason

A. The Enlightenment grew out of the Scientific Revolution of the 1500s and 1600s, with its amazing discoveries by Newton and Copernicus.

B. Edward Jenner developed a vaccine against smallpox, a disease whose path of death spanned the centuries.

C. Scientific successes created great confidence in the power of reason.

II. Two Views of the Social Contract

A. In the 1600s, two English thinkers, Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, set forth the ideas that were to become key to the Enlightenment.

B. Hobbes believed that only a powerful government could ensure an orderly society.

C. Locke had a more optimistic view of human nature. He said that people were basically reasonable and moral.

III. Montesquieu’s Spirit of the Laws
A. In the 1700s, France saw a flowering of Enlightenment thought.

B. Montesquieu studied the governments of Europe, from Italy to England.

C. Montesquieu also felt that each branch of government could serve as a check on the other two, an idea that we call checks and balances.

IV. The World of Philosophes

A. In France, a group of Enlightenment thinkers applied the methods of science to better understand and improve society.

B. Probably the most famous philosophe was Francois-Marie Arouet, who took the name Voltaire. 

C. Voltaire used biting wit as a weapon to expose the abuses of his day.

V. Rousseau: A Controversial Figure

A. The most controversial philosophe was Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

B. Rousseau believed that people in their natural state were basically good.

C. The good of the community as a whole, he said, should be placed above individual interests.

VI. Limited “Natural Rights” for Women

A. The Enlightenment slogan “free and equal” did not apply to women. By the mid-700s, a small but growing number of women protested this view.

B. They questioned the notion that women were by nature inferior to men and that men’s domination over women were therefore part of “nature’s plan.”
C. Wollstonecraft was the best known of the British female critics.

VII. New Economic Thinking

A. Other thinkers, the physiocrats, focused on economic reforms.

B. They urged a policy of laissez faire, allowing business to operate with little of no government interference.

C. Adam Smith argued that the free market should be allowed to operate and regulate business.

VIII. The Challenge of New Ideas

A. Educated people all over Europe eagerly read not only Diderot’s Encyclopedia but also the small cheap pamphlets that printers churned out on a broad range of issues.

B. As Enlightenment ideas spread, people began to challenge the old ways.

C. Government and Church authorities felt they had a sacred duty to defend the old order.

IX. Salons

A. The new literature, the arts, science and philosophy were regular tops of discussion in salons.

B. The salon originated in the 1600s, when a group of noble women in Paris began inviting a few friends to their homes for poetry readings.

C. By the 1700s, some middle class women began holding salons.

X. The Salon in the Rue Saint Honorė

A. By 1750, Madame Goeffrin was a leading saloniere.
B. In her home, she brought together the brightest and most talented people of her day.

C. Even visiting monarchs paid their respects at what cam to be called the “kingdom” of Rue Saint Honore.

XI. Enlightened Despots

A. As King of Prussia from 1740 to 1786, Frederick II exerted extremely tight control over his subjects.

B. Catherine II of Russia read the works of the philosophes and exchanged letters with Voltaire and Diderot.

C. The most radical enlightened despot was the Hapsburg emperor Joseph II.

XII. The Arts and Literature

A. In the 1600s and 1700s, the arts evolved to meet changing tastes.

B. In the age of Louis XIV, courtly art and architecture were either in classical style, in the Greek or Roman tradition, or in the grand, complex style known as baroque.

C. A new audience, a growing middle class, emerged with its own requirements.

XIII. Lives of the Majority

A. Most Europeans were untouched by either courtly or middle class culture.

B. Villages in Western Europe were relatively more prosperous than those in Eastern Europe.
C. Despite advances, some echoes of serfdom survived in Western Europe.

XIV. Global Expansion

A. England’s location made it well placed to control trade during the Renaissance. 

B. In the 1700s, Britain was generally on the winning side in European conflicts.

C. England offered a more favorable climate to business and commerce than its European rivals.

XV. Growth of Constitutional Government

A. In the century after the Glorious Revolution, three political institutions in Britain: political parties, the cabinet, and the office of prime minister.

B. Two political parties emerged in England in the late 1600s, Tories and Whigs. 

C. The head of the cabinet was the prime minister.

XVI. Politics and Society

A. In Britain as on the continent, landowning aristocrats were seen as the “natural” ruling class.

B. Other wealthy landowners, along with rich business leaders in the cities, controlled elections to the House of Commons.

C. A small but growing middle class included successful merchants and manufacturers.

XVII. George III Reasserts Royal Power.

A. In 1760, George II embarked on a 60-year reign.

B. He wanted to end Whig domination, choose his own ministers, dissolve the cabinet system, and makes the House of Commons follow his will.

C.  Britain’s loss of its American colonies discredited the king.
XVIII. The 13 English Colonies

A. By 1750, a string of 13 prosperous colonies stretched along the eastern coast of North America.

B. In the 1600s, Parliament had passed the Navigation Acts to regulate colonial trade and manufacturing.

C. My mid-century too, the colonies were home to diverse religions and ethnic groups.

XIX. Growing Discontent. 

A. After 1763, relations between Britain and the 13colonies grew strained.

B. In 1770, British soldiers in Boston opened fire on a crowd that was pelting them with stones and snowballs.

C. The Congress set up as Continental Army, with George Washington in command.

XX. The American Revolution

A. The victory at the Battle at Saratoga in 1777 convinced France to join America against its old rival, Britain.

B. The alliance brought the Americans desperately needed supplies, trained soldiers, and French warships.

C. Finally in 1781, with the help of the French fleet, Washington forced the surrender of a British army are Yorktown.

XXI. A New Constitution
A. During the summer of 1787, the nation’s leaders hammered out the Constitution of the United States.

B. The Constitution created a federal republic, with power divided between the federal, or national, government, and the states. 

C. Despite its limits, the Constitution of the United States created the most liberal government of its day.

