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Ch.1 Sec.2 Vocabulary

1) Geology- the study of the earth’s physical structure and history.

2) Core- the center of the earth. Consists of very hot metal, mainly iron mixed with some nickel.

3) Mantle- the next layer of rock after the core. Contains magma. (About 1800 miles thick)

4) Crust- the rocky surface layer. 

5) Continents- the large landmasses in the oceans.

6) Relief-the difference in elevation between the highest and lowest points.
7) Lava- molten rock.

8) Fold- when rock layers bend and buckle.
9) Faults- breaks in the earth’s crust.

10) Plate Tectonics- the theory that the earth is made up of a number of moving plates.

11) Continental Drift Theory- the theory that the continents were once a gigantic landmass.

12) Ring of Fire- a circle of volcanoes surrounding the Pacific Ocean.

