Christian Eguaras
Michael Mauro

Per. 6

Cavalier Poets

1. Most of the Cavalier poets were courtiers

2. In fact the common factor that binds the cavaliers together is their use of direct and colloquial language expressive of a highly individual personality, and their enjoyment of the casual, the amateur, the affectionate poem written by the way.

3. They are 'cavalier' in the sense, not only of being Royalists (though Waller changed sides twice), but in the sense that they distrust the over-earnest, the too intense.

4. They accept the ideal of the Renaissance Gentleman who is at once lover, soldier, wit, man of affairs, musician, and poet, but abandon the notion of his being also a pattern of Christian chivalry

5. They avoid the subject of religion, apart from making one or two graceful speeches

6. They treat life cavalierly, indeed, and sometimes they treat poetic convention cavalierly too. For them life is far too enjoyable for much of it to be spent sweating over verses in a study.

7. The poems must be written in the intervals of living, and are celebratory of things that are much livelier than mere philosophy or art.

8. They showed us that it was possible for poetry to celebrate the minor pleasures and sadnesses of life in such a way as to impress us with a sense of ordinary day-to-day humanity, busy about its affairs, and on the whole, enjoying them very much.”

9. Cavalier poets are a broad description of a school of poets, who came from the classes that supported King Charles I during the English Civil War.
10. They were marked out by their lifestyle and religion from the Puritans on the Parliamentarian side; much of their poetry is light in style, and generally secular in subject.

