Animal Farm Journal

Vladimir Lenin

Section Written By Christian Eguaras

Source: http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/RUSlenin.htm
Vladimir’s birth name was actually Vladimir Illich Ulyanov, but he was later known as Lenin. Vladimir Lenin was born on April 10, 1870. Vladimir’s view on politics was greatly influenced by his brother, Alexander Ulyanov, and the ideas of Karl Marx. When Vladimir read the Utopian novel, What is to be Done?, by Nikolai Chernyshevsky, Lenin’s early political development was greatly influenced by it. In 1896 Lenin was exiled to Siberia, where he wrote articles such as The Development of Capitalism in Russia, and The Tasks of Russian Social Democrats. In 1902, Lenin published a pamphlet, What is to be Done?, to argue for a party dedicated to overthrow Tsarism. In 1917, as Chairman of People’s Commissars, Lenin eliminated private ownership of land and he began to distribute the land among the peasants and the lower-classmen. On January 21st, 1924, Lenin died from suffering his fourth stroke. 
Stalin’s Five-year Plans

Section Written By Christian Eguaras

Source: http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/RUSfive.htm
In 1928, the Five-year Plan came about. It concentrated on the development of iron and steel, machine-tools, electricity and transport. Josef Stalin demanded an extreme increase in productivity in general. He demanded an 1115% increase in coal production, 200% increase in iron production and 335% increase in electricity. Stalin claimed that if this increase in production did not happen, the Soviet Union could not defend itself against an invasion or attack. Stalin also said that it was necessary to increase pay for the workers so that it would motivate them to increase output. 
Russian Orthodox Church during Stalin’s time 

Written by Patrick Spires 

 http://www.russianorthodox-roac.com/25.html

Under Stalin’s reign in Russia, the Russian Orthodox Church was one of the most powerful institutions in Russia, not to count the largest. This church was created by the communists and those who had fallen away from the Russian Church within Russia. Stalin was the person who placed the official name upon it as well as a special committee to watch over his new creation. 

Propaganda during Stalin’s time

Written by Patrick Spires 

http://www.pbs.org/redfiles/prop/stry/prop_stry_outline.htm

In Stalin’s rule of Russia he used this propaganda to get the people to see things his way. He set up a political party line media this is the only media that existed after the revolution of 1917. Stalin allows Lenin to use the cinema industry as a communist weapon. He allows the destruction of history by rewriting history books so that Soviet power has always been supreme. He also starts having unjust trials for enemies of the state which all end in a guilty verdict and death.   

Stalin “Purges” 

Written by Patrick Spires

http://www.unknownrealm.org/chix0r/stalin.htm

Stalin’s purging attempts are bloody but they help to close the technology gap that left Russia one hundred years in the dust. Due to Stalin’s Five Year Plan he was able to economically make the Soviet Union a super power by World War Two. Many historians believe that without Stalin the Soviet Union would not have been able to survive. His reforms were able to stabilize the economy but they were not without setbacks. In his Five Year Plan he tried to stabilize the economy by offering more jobs since only three percent had jobs. He had a three fold plan as well, industrial revolution, a greater army to protect Russia, and bring the economy up to par. Stalin helped his followers to see the changes in years instead of the decades that the moderate viewers said that it would take. To try to help his people he bought the factories in foreign currency but that caused problems in of it. 

Totalitarianism and communism relationship

Section written by Mikie Hay

Source(s): www.encarta.com/totalitarianism, www.encarta.com/communism 

Information: Totalitarianism is system of governmental autocracy in which one dominant leader rules a country.  Communism is a one-party system of Marxist form of government in which capitalism and the czar are overthrown, a single ruler controls the country, and it enforces equality.  The two terms are related to each other because in communism, a totalitarian ruler controls economy and holds power. 

Leon Trotsky

Section written by Mikie Hay

Source(s): http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trotsky, http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761557000/Trotsky_Leon.html
Information:  Leon Trotsky was born in 1879 in Yanovka, Urkraine as Lev Davidovich Bronstein.  He was a Marxist-Leninist specialist, who was known for the creation of Trotskyism Communism, being the Soviet Union People’s Commissar, the creation of the Red Army, creation of the Politburo, and for his exile from the Communist Party.  In 1917, he joined the Bolshevik Party, which wanted overthrow Russia’s style of government and replace it with a government ruled by the Working Class.  He became one of the most powerful opponents of Russia’s new style of government and a member of the Central Committee.  After the Bolshevik Revolution, he started his major accomplishments.  He was the People’s Commissar, a person who performed functions of ministries of communist government, and he attempted making peace with Germany.  He told the peasants and workers what to do and they had absolute power.  Trotsky also became the founder of the Red Army.  The Bolsheviks organized this army during the Russian Civil War.  He was arrested when he lead many worker demonstrations and strikes against the Bolsheviks.  In 1921, he organized the Kronshtadt Rebellion, the last rebellion against Bolsheviks.  After Lenin died, Joseph Stalin came into power and Trotsky surrendered to his Communist Party. Trotsky accepted the Permanent Revolution.  In it, Communism would be turned backward.  This was the opposite of Stalin’s Communist party and led to the political division of both people.  He was the second highest member of politburo, under Lenin.  In 1927, he was exiled from the Soviet Communist Party and Stalin was now the ultimate power of the state.  After years of being in a European asylum, he was put under house arrest.   In exile, he wrote the radical Kiev newspapers.   Trotsky spoke out against Stalin, saying that the Soviet Union had become worse for the Working Class because they were controlled by capatilist bureaucrats and that it would be overthrown in another revolution.  One of communism’s major goals was to discard capitalism.  In 1938, he had an idea for a new Marxist idea opposite from Stalinism.  This was called the Fourth International.     He was assassinated in Cayoacan, Mexico in 1940 by Stalin’s assassinators with an ice axe.   

Tsar Nicholas II

Section written by Mikie Hay

Source(s): http://www.revision-notes.co.uk/revision/52.html,

http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761570283/Nicholas_II.html#p9     
Information:  Born in St. Petersburg in1868, Nicolas II became a weak czar, or political leader with absolute power.  He was the son of Alexander III, whom he had succeeded.  Nicholas II was poorly trained in government. Military defeat weakened Nicholas II’s government power. In the1905 Revolution, he enforced a terrible foreign policy in East Asia.  This led to Russo-Japanese War.  Japan defeated Russia and led to an opposition movement.  Bloody Sunday sparked and the reforms were all shot down.  Revolution came about among Russian groups as well as well as demanding reforms.  To aid to this, Nicholas II set up an elected assembly called the Duma.  The Duma was a Russian council/parliament during tsar’s reign that was set up in 1905.  However, this failed.  Nicholas also tried expanding public education, encouraging individual ownership of peasant land, and giving insurance to the peasants. In 1917, he was overthrown by the new Bolsheviks and the Bolsheviks seized Russian power.  Some of the revolutionaries held his family captive.  Overall, Tsar Nicholas II was a failure at everything.   

The Russian Revolution

Section written by Steven Kostrzewa

Source:http://www.barnsdle.demon.co.uk/russ/datesr.html http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Revolution_of_1905 

The Russian Revolution began in January of 1905 on a day now known as Bloody Sunday when Tsarist troops opened fire on a peaceful group of workers in St Petersburg. This was the spark that was needed to put many Russian groups into protest. The main protestors were the peasants. The people’s main activities included land-seizures sometimes followed by violence and burning, looting of the larger estates, and illegal hunting and logging in the forests. The groups involved in this revolution had no single cause or goal.The outcome of this event was that the country was in fact unchanged.

The Bolsheviks

Section written by Sigmund Fidyke

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolshevik
A Bolshevik was a member of the majoirity of the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party (RSDLP). This is the political party that Vladimir Lenin led and took power of Russia in 1917. Shortly after they came to power in the Russian Revolution they changed their name to the All-Russian Communist Party or more commonly known as the Communist Party. 

The Cheka

Section written by Sigmund Fidyke

Source: http://www.answers.com/topic/cheka
The Cheka were the first of many Soviet secret police organization for Stalin. A member was called a chekist. Over many years the Cheka had reorganization and renaming. Originally called the Vacheka and created on December 20, 1917. Felix Edmundovich Dzerzhinsky headed it. Vecheka stands for All-Russian Extraordinary Commission to Combat Counter-Revolution and Sabotage. They destroyed all the counter revolutionary groups and played a big part is destroying nonpolitical criminal gangs. Finally the Cheka was changed to the GPU.

Karl Marx and his philosophies

Section written by Sigmund Fidyke

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Marx - Marx.27s_philosophy


Karl Marx was an economist, philosopher, and politician in the mid- to late-1800’s. He is most famous for analyzing history in terms of class struggle in a book called the Communist Manifesto. Marx philosophy was based on labor, defined as the ability to transform one’s circumstances. He felt that man’s adaptability made social context more powerful than innate ability, making labor a society effort, not an individual effort. Critical to Marx’s philosophy was the mode of production, which is the combination of a means of production, such as tools, roads, and raw materials, and the human relationships involved in production. Karl Marx’s philosophy says that capitalism makes people, the proletariat, sell their labor to a ruling class, the bourgeois. This causes social unrest by creating large class differences. The combination of social unrest and capitalistic investment in means of production results in cycles of growth and collapse with increasing severity. Marx believed that if the proletariat controlled the means of production, they would create human relationships that would benefit everyone equally, and that this system of production would be less vulnerable to the cycle of growth and collapse.
Josef Stalin (The Man of Steel)

Section written by Steven Kostrzewa

Source: http://www.toy-soldier-gallery.com/Articles/Stalin/Stalin.html http://www.moreorless.au.com/killers/stalin.htm

Iosif Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili was born in what is now the Republic of Georgia in 1879. In 1910 he accepted Josef Stalin to be his new name. When he went to the Gori Church School he was considered the school’s best student. Josef Stalin at one point studied to be a priest, but after reading all of Karl Marx’s philosophies he decided to become a full time revolutionary. For doing that, he was expelled. In 1899 he became a propagandist among the T'bilisi railroad workers. In 1902 he was arrested and spent about a year in prison. He was then banished to Siberia where he married his first wife. She died six years later. He was arrested eight more times yet still managed to escape six of those imprisonments. He married his second wife in 1919, but she later committed suicide in 1932. 


Josef Stalin joined up with Lenin, the leader of the Bolsheviks' Central Committee, in 1912. The following year Stalin edited the new party newspaper called Pravda meaning truth. From 1922 all the way to 1953 he was the secretary general of the communist party. After Lenin's death, in 1924, Josef Stalin, Grigory Zinovyev and Kamenev joined together to lead the country. He then acted quickly against his rival, and banished Trotsky and his supporters. In 1929 he became the leader of the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics). In that same year he continued the program for a nationwide offense against the peasantry. This program displaced millions and killed even more. In 1938 Stalin and Hitler signed the Non-Agression Pact. After the German invasion in 1941 the USSR became a member of the Grand Alliance, and Josef Stalin became a generalissimo. 


Josef Stalin and the USSR turned against and fought the Germans. Over 46 million people died as a result of this war. Over 26 million of the people killed were Soviets, over seven million were Germans, about 6.8 million were Poles, about 1.7 million were Yugoslavs, 985,000 were Romanians, 810,000 were French, 750,000 were Hungarians, 525,000 were Austrians, 520,000 were Greeks, 410,000 were Italians, 400,000 were Czechs, 388,000 were British, 250,000 were Dutch, 88,000 were Belgians, 84,000 were Fins, 22,000 were Spaniards, 21,000 were Bulgarians, 10,000 were Norwegians, and 4,000 were Danes. After the war, Stalin expanded Communist domination over most of the countries that were liberated by the Soviet Armies. In his last years he became increasingly paranoid and weak, and was planning to start another purge. Josef Stalin suddenly died in 1953, luckly preventing another bloodbath.
Connections to Animal Farm
Old Major is Karl Marx. Old Major comes up with the ideas of Animalism. He came up with Karl Marx’s ideas, instead of Stalin’s ideas. 

Mr. Jones is Tsar Nicholas. He is a farmer, but not a good one. He only does enough to keep the animals alive. One night Mr. Jones forgets to feed the animals and that is where the revolution starts. 

Snowball is Trotsky. Snowball becomes the scapegoat, because when something bad happens, everyone thinks it was Snowball. He also gets the committees together and he produces the ideas. 

Napoleon is Stalin. Napoleon uses the dogs as the Cheka. They are like Napoleon’s secret police.

The windmill is the Five-year plans. They represent that if they work hard it will pay off in the end. 

Stalin’s purges are when the animals are admitting to wrong doings.

The pigs are the Bolsheviks, because they are the ruling-power of the farm.


Squealer is the propaganda. 

Boxer is the prominent figure. He is a hardworking, loyalist. He is a true believer in the idea of Communism. He is part of the lower class peasants. In Boxer, we see the tragedy of the hard work, and we see the reward in the end. Clover is the same as Boxer.

Mollie is a characteristic of someone. All she wants is her sugar, and her ribbons as her luxuries. She represents the rich people. The rich people are generally the business owners. In Communism, businesses are usually taken away from the owner. The owners were affected the most, and they got out of the situation. 
Moses is the religion. Karl Marx - “Religion is the opiate of the masses.” This refers to the amount of people, not the church masses. Karl Marx believed that people only needed religion to forget their troubles, and as an escape. When Communism came, the first thing they did was get rid of religion. 

Sugar Candy Mountain is heaven. It is where animals go when they die and they are happy, there is no pain.

The Sheep are the mindless masses, and they are the ones affected by the brain washing. 

Benjamin the mule is the realist, and practical. He will not be fired up, just because there is a new name or a small change. He does his work but he will not change. 

The cat does no work, and it only shows up when it is time to eat, and the rest of the animals feed it. The cat is the essence of the problem with Communism. It does not work but it still is fed. 

Mr. Frederick is Germany. He is always fighting and picking fights.

Mr. Pilkington is England. He does a lot of fishing and hunting. He does not care about his farm. 
Mr. Whimper is a Capitalist. He sees chances to make quick money. He takes his opportunities. 
