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5 Causes and Effects of World War I

Causes:

1. Tangled alliances between Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia
2. Excessive Nationalism in Russia and Germany, thinking that they are better than all the other countries that they are competing against.

3. The arms race. All the countries try to out-manufacture the other countries in military arms, so that they would not be fighting “guns against rocks.”

4. There were many rivalries in Europe during that time, which led to some mistrust between countries.

5. The German submarine attacks on the Lusitania, which forced the United States to come out of their neutrality in the war and declare war on Germany.

Effects:

1. Since Germany lost the war, they had to make huge reparations for the winning side, a total of about 30 billion dollars.

2. Germany was also forced to cut back their military forces, which removed them as a leading world power.

3. More than 8.5 million people died, and17 million were injured.

4. A few nations rose from where the Ottoman Empire and Austria-Hungary were.

5. Famine and disease, especially the flu, swept throughout the world.b
