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Answer all the Questions in the spaces provided

	Question 1: Why was the study performed? / On what theory is the study based? 

A: This study is a replication of the “Doll Study” conducted by Clark and Clark in 1939. This study was 

	     conducted to provide a means of assessing Ethnic preference and identification. There was no theory

	     to the study conducted by Hraba and Grant, but was inspired by the Clark and Clark 1939 study, 

	     were the main result from that study, was that Black is not beautiful. Another main finding of the 

	     Clark and Clark study was that black children had a negative view of themselves. Hraba and Grant 

	     wanted to reinvestigate this study to establish if these results still stood. 

	

	

	

	Question 2: What are the main aims of the article? 

A: The main aims of the study were; 1/ To see if ethnic preference had changed since 1939, and 2/ To 

	     establish if ethnic preference was consistent, ( i.e. was ethnic preference stable. ).

	

	

	

	

	Question 3: What Method was used in the study?

A:  This was a Quasi-experiment ( rather that a true experiment ) as the independent variables cannot 

	       truly be manipulated. The method used was the interview method.

	

	Question 4: State three advantages and three disadvantages of this method.
A1: Realism. The children were interviewed on an individual basis. Interviews conducted in this casual 

	       manner provides data that is spontaneous and realistic. Children of that age would provide a natural 

	       answer, without thinking about it.

	A2: Generalizability. The children were asked the same standard questions. This study could be 

	       generalized to children in various countries where black and white children go to the same school.

	


	A3: Thoughts of individual children. Each child was interviewed on a one to one basis, and the 

	        questions were designed to measure various attitudes towards ethnicity. Interviewing each child 

	        meant that the attitudes of each child were measured.

	D1: Sampling of Subjects. All the children were from the Lincoln State of Nebraska aged 4-8 years old.

	       and the total number of subjects equalled 160. Children from different states might provide different 

	       results. It is not really feasible to individually interview large samples, due to the time scale

	D2: Free thinking answers. If the children are being asked a set of routine questions, they may not  

	       answer as freely as they would in normal conversation. 

	

	D3: Skill of interviewer. The interviewer in a formal interview would need to be thoroughly skilled  

	        and trained to make it seem as natural as possible. The children may have reacted to the attitude of 

	        interviewer.

	Question 5: Give details of the procedure. Include design, setting, subjects, controls etc.

A:   Setting. The interviews were conducted at the five public schools in Lincoln, where the children  

	       came from, in May 1969.

	       Participants. The participants consisted of 160 ( n=160 ) children aged 4-8 years old. The sample

	       contained 89 black children and 71 white children. The black children were selected from the 

	       eligible black pupils at the five public schools in Lincoln. The white children were drawn randomly

	       from the classrooms containing black students. 

	       Design. The children were interviewed at the five public schools using a set of  four dolls, 2 of 

	       which were white and the other two were black. The dolls were identical in every respect, except

	       for the colour of the doll. Each child was interviewed individually using both black and white 

	       interviewers. The children were asked the following questions:

	       1/ Give me the doll that you want to play with.

	       2/ Give me the doll that is a nice doll.

	       3/ Give me the doll that looks bad.

	       4/ Give me the doll that is a nice colour.

	       5/ Give me the doll that looks like a white child.

	       6/ Give me the doll that looks like a coloured child.

	       7/ Give me the doll that looks like a Negro child.

	       8/ Give me the doll that looks like you. 

	

	       Questions 1-4 measure the racial preference of the participants, questions 5-7 measure the racial 

	       awareness of knowledge of the children, and question 8 measures the racial self identification. 

	       Variables. The independent variable was the child’s ethnic group membership, i.e. black and white, 

	       with the black children being further divided into light, medium and dark. ( even though the race of  

	       the child cannot be manipulated, and cannot be randomly allocated to different conditions. )


	      The main dependant variables were; Racial preference, Racial awareness, Racial self identification 

	      and Hraba and Grant tried to measure the behavioural consequences of racial preference and 

	      identification of the children. 

	      Controls. Mixed Interviewers. Both black and white interviewers were used to eliminate any bias 

	      that may have been generated by using only one race of interviewer. The same dolls used in this 

	      study, were the same dolls used in the 1939 study. This was done to eliminate any bias that may have 

	      been caused by using newer dolls.

	

	

	

	Question 6: What were the main findings of the study? What was concluded? 

(Name any statistical test used)
A:  Statistical Test.  Chi squared ( χ² )

	      Main Findings. Many differences were found between the original Clark and Clark study and this 

	      study by Hraba and Grant. The main results were;

	      1/ Children mostly preferred same race dolls ( 1970 study )

	      2/ In the 1939 study 59% of the black children chose the black doll as the one that looked bad ( as per

	      question 3 in the procedure.), whereas in the 1970 study, this fell to 36%.

	      3/ No relationship was found between the preference of the doll chosen and the race of the best friend

	      of the child. 

	      

	Question 7: Are there any ethical principles to consider in this study? Name and give details of three.
A1: Forced choice technique. The children were forced to choose one or the other doll. They were not 

	       given the choice to choose both dolls. The questions would imply to the children that one was good 

	       and one was bad. 

	A2: Protection and help. It is not listed in the study that post experiment debriefs were conducted. It 

	       is not shown whether or not the children showed any distress, or how this was dealt with. All the 

	       participants were aged 4-8 years old, and the questions could have been stressful.

	A3: Consequences. Was the study socially sensitive? What implications could such results have on the 

	       already sensitive racial situation in the USA at the time of this study. Showing that black children

	       thought that the black doll was bad, could fuel heightened tensions running through the American 

	       people around the 1970’s.

	


	Question 8: Are there any other issues with this study? Identify three.

A1: Validity. The study lacks any real validity. Forced choice questions were used, and the results do 

	       not show whether they slightly preferred one doll to the other, or they had a strong preference to a 

	       particular doll.

	

	A2: Political issues. This study was conducted in the 1970’s. The 1960’s had been a revolutionary period

	        in the USA, with various black political people such as Dr Martin Luther King, and Malcolm X 

	        proclaiming black power, and black is beautiful. Could this have influenced the study and explain

	        the difference in the results from the 1939 study.

	A3:  History. In 1939 there were very strong racial issues, with racial segregation being a common 

	        thing in America. Therefore the 1939 study may have produced these results due to it’s historical

	        past. Times had changed significantly in 30 years and this is reflected in the results of both studies.

	

	Other?  

	

	

	Question 9: Highlight all the themes (methods, approaches, issues, etc.) this study relates to.

Cognitive Psychology          Lab. Experiment               Reductionism                Ecological validity

Social Psychology               Natural / field Exp’t        Determinism                  Operationalising

Diversity                             Case Study                        Ethics                             Subjects / Sample

Physiological Psych.           Observation                      Children                         Ethnocentrism
Developmental Psych.         Questionnaire                    Animals                         Scientific Method 

                                             Review Article                   Nature / Nurture

	Assessment:   n/a = not applicable;  0 = no work worthy of credit; 1 = very basic answer;

2 = good, though there is some details missing; 3 = very good answer, detailed and relevant.
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