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Answer all the Questions in the spaces provided

	Question 1: Why was the study performed? / On what theory is the study based? 

A:  The study was based on the phobias of a young five year old boy named Hans. Hans was the only 

	      child patient that Freud reported on, and has significant important as most of the criticism levelled at 

	      Freud, is that he had built up his entire theory of Child development, based on adult patients. Freud 

	      had used the case of little Hans to support his theories of the unconscious, and that people were not

	      always aware of causes of their behaviour. Freud looked to expand on his Oedipal Theory, which had

	      been set out in the Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality (1905), in which he described the 

	      psychosexual stages or development that a child passes through. One of the main theories was the 

	      Oedipus theory, in which, according to Freud, all young boys, up to age 6, suppress a desire to 

	      “sleep” with their mothers and “get rid” of the fathers. 

	Question 2: What are the main aims of the article? 

A:  To provide credence and evidence to support his theories in relation to the Oedipus theory. As a 

	      great self publicist, Freud was aware that he required evidence to support his theories.

	

	

	

	

	Question 3: What Method was used in the study?

A:  The Case study method was used in this study. 

	

	

	Question 4: State three advantages and three disadvantages of this method.
A1: Richness of data. Case studies allow the experimenter to collect a huge amount of data from the 

	       participant of the study. In this study the father of Hans is the interviewer, and would therefore be 

	       with little Hans for many hours in a week, providing Freud with a huge amount of data.

	A2: Hypothesis generation. Case studies allow hypothesis generation, due to the length of time they 

	       run for. In this study, Freud uses the case study to gather evidence to support his theories, which 

	       would not be possible in any other form of study. 


	A3: In-depth analysis. Case studies allow in-depth analysis to be conducted on the problems / issues 

	       that the participants are experiencing. In this case, the phobias of Little Hans are looked at and

	       analyzed in great detail by both the father of little Hans and by Freud himself. 

	D1: Generalization. Case studies can not be generalized to others as they are based purely on the 

	       responses and behaviours of an individual. The case of Little Hans relates to the phobias of Hans 

	       and can therefore not be applied to the general populace, or even his age group.

	D2: Interviewer Bias. Case studies contain the bias of the interviewer, conducting the study. In this case

	       it is the fathers bias which enters the study, as it is the father of Hans who conducts the study, with 

	       guidance from Freud. 

	D3: Interpretation. Case studies are often based on the interviewer interpreting the information 

	       gathered during the interview sessions. In this case, the father of Hans was a believer of Freud’s 

	       work and was guided by Freud. How much of the data was interpreted incorrectly by the father. 

	Question 5: Give details of the procedure. Include design, setting, subjects, controls etc.

A:   Participant. Hans was a young boy, described by his parents as cheerful straight forward little boy, 

	       educated by his parents. There are references dating back to when Hans was 3 ½ years old.

	       Setting. It is believed that most of the study was conducted in the family home. 

	       Design. There is no psychological design mentioned in the study.   

	       Controls. Freud acted as the control for the father, but there are no other controls evident.

	       Procedure. As a young boy Hans had developed a phobia of horses. His father became worried 

	       about this and had contacted Sigmund Freud regarding this. As Freud was not in the country at the 

	       country at the time, they had agreed that the father would conduct the interviews with Hans and relay

	       the findings to Freud via mail. As a young child, Hans had developed an interest in his “widdler”

	       and began to show interest in other peoples “widdlers”. This was the term he used for his penis. 

	       He had also begun to play with his widdler and had been told off by his mother for doing this. At 

	       3 ½ years old, little Hans had a little sister and showed great interest in the fact that she didn’t have 

	       a widdler. He was sure that his mother had a widdler, and stated that she had shown it to him in the 

	       the past. With the birth of his sister, Hans began to fight for attention from his mother. During the 

	       period where Hans would play with his widdler, his mother had resorted to threatening Hans with 

	       “If you carry on to do that, then I will cut if off”. This was not the only threat that his mother had 

	       made, and they included her leaving. This was generally done when Hans was being naughty. 

	       During this period, Hans had developed a phobia of being bitten by a white horse. Later Hans also 

	       developed a phobia of the bath, and also of carts and buses. Hans had also developed a fear of his 

	       mother leaving. It was during this period, that Hans had started his therapy with his father. His

	       father would encourage Hans to talk about his fears and dreams, and his father would begin to

	       analyse the dreams, thoughts and fears of Hans. Hans’s dreams included having his own children 

	       forcing them to widdle, fantasising that a plumber bored holes into him, placing tubes into his 

	       body. However during the therapy, Freud describes an incident witnessed by Hans as a child. He 


	       details an occasion that occurred when Hans was out with his mother. As they were walking down 

	       the street, Hans witnesses a horse fall into a ditch, and begin to trash around. Hans becomes alarmed

	       at the sight of this and believes that the horse has died. 

	       His father would then interpret all of the dreams, fantasies and thoughts of Hans, and begin to 

	       decode the dreams use psychoanalytic symbols. Freud has always stated that the dreams and 

	       fantasies needed to interpreted to be able to analyse the sub conscious. During the whole period 

	       of  Hans’ therapy, Freud met Hans only twice; once for a session, and the other to give Hans a 

	       Christmas present. Once Freud thought it was safe to do so, he instructed Hans’ father to begin to

	       explain things to Hans, and to tell him about the evaluations and interpretations of his analysis.

	

	Question 6: What were the main findings of the study? What was concluded? 

(Name any statistical test used)
A:  No statistical test was used. Findings. There were many interpretations of the thoughts and fantasies

	      of Little Hans. Much were linked to Freud’s Oedipus theory, and he stated that deep down, Hans 

	      wanted to replace his father and sleep with his mother. He stated that the dreams about the plumber 

	      related to Hans wanting a bigger Widdler, like his father had. More interpretations included that Hans

	      wanted to be with his mother, and associated the horse with his father. He stated that Hans was 

	      afraid the horse would bite off his widdler. His fear of carts and busses was an extension of this. 

	      He associated the bath phobia, with the fear that Hans believed his mother would drop him into the 

	      bath. He further linked Hans’ enthusiasm with him being powdered by his mother, as his way of 

	      trying to seduce her, again linked with the Oedipus theory.

	Question 7: Are there any ethical principles to consider in this study? Name and give details of three.
A1: Protection. Was little Hans protected? As his father conducted the interviews and questioning of 

	       little Hans, then it is believed so. However, his father was a follower of Freud’s work, and believed 

	       in his theories. After all threats had already been made for him to stop playing with his widdler.

	A2: Withdrawal. Did little Hans have to option of withdrawal? Again it is hoped that he did, but it is 

	       feared that he did not. His father would question him, and Hans would have to respond to him. He 

	       could not ignore his father. 

	A3: Using Children. Little Hans was 3 ½ years old when this all began. As a child of that age, Hans 

	       would have an active imagination. Trying to decode these dreams and thoughts of Hans may have 

	       troubled him. All children have thoughts, and many even have imaginary friends. You do not tell the 

	       child they are having problems because of them having imaginary friends. Everything that Hans 

	       said and did, was analysed by his father, and alternative meanings were relayed back to him.


	Question 8: Are there any other issues with this study? Identify three.

A1: Objectivity. Was the father’s evaluation and interpretation objective. He was a known believer and 

	       follower of Freud’s work. Did he remain partial, and look at other explanations. The father may 

	       made things fix, by interpreting the data, the way he wanted to show a certain result. Also being his 

	       father, did he manage to obtain enough data, or was he too close to the participant to notice things. 

	A2: Alternative interpretations. As with all psychoanalysis, there are many other interpretations of the 

	       data presented with this study. Many might have picked up that the horse falling and thrashing in 

	       the street was the cause of his phobia of horses. Another possible reason for his fear of his mother 

	       leaving arose from the threats she had made to do so. 

	A3: Misleading the participant. Freud himself also stated that is was possible that the father may have

	       been putting words into little Hans’ mouth. He had warned the father of this, but however it was still 

	       possible. Little Hans would have still looked up at his father, and may have said things, just to please

	       him. It must be noted, that Hans was receiving so much attention from his father at this stage.

	Other? Attachment theory. Bowlby (1973) details that much of Hans’ anxiety came about from the  

	             threats of his mother, and there are many comments that Hans makes about being near his 

	             mother, and what he would do if she left.

	Question 9: Highlight all the themes (methods, approaches, issues, etc.) this study relates to.

Cognitive Psychology          Lab. Experiment               Reductionism               Ecological validity
Social Psychology                Natural / field Exp’t         Determinism                 Operationalising

Diversity                              Case Study                       Ethics                           Subjects / Sample

Physiological Psych.           Observation                       Children                       Ethnocentrism
Developmental Psych.       Questionnaire                    Animals                         Scientific Method 

                                             Review Article                   Nature / Nurture

	Assessment:   n/a = not applicable;  0 = no work worthy of credit; 1 = very basic answer;

2 = good, though there is some details missing; 3 = very good answer, detailed and relevant.
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