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Answer all the Questions in the spaces provided

	Question 1: Why was the study performed? / On what theory is the study based? 

A:   Various studies prior to this study have provided evidence that that pictorial perception is culture

	       bound. This means that people in different cultures understand different things than others just by 

	       viewing the same picture. Much of Deregowski’s  work is based around the earlier work conducted

	       by Hudson in 1960 and 1962. With Hudson’s studies, he used three depth cues in his pictures; 

	       1/ Familiar size, 2/ Overlap and 3/ Perspective. Much of the study is conducted using data from

	       Hudson’s study. The study was performed to test if different cultures perceive pictures in different

	       way, and that some depth cues and others cues are not always noted by those outside the Western 

	       world. The West if guilty of Ethnocentrism, and the study highlights this. “Do people of one 

	       culture perceive a picture differently from people of another?”

	Question 2: What are the main aims of the article? 

A:  1/ To help us understand how perception works, including the role of learning in perception. 

	      2/ To investigate the possibility of a universal cross cultural means of communication ( a lingua 

	      Franca ). 

	

	

	

	Question 3: What Method was used in the study?

A:  The method used for this study was a Quasi / Natural experiment. This was due to the fact that the 

	      groups were chosen according to their nationality. 

	

	Question 4: State three advantages and three disadvantages of this method.
A1: Realism. Natural / field studies have a high level of realism. Behaviour is not greatly affected due to 

	       the natural environment and more realistic results are obtained. Behaviour would not have been 

	       limited due to the lack of manipulation and the setting.

	A2: Ecological validity. With less manipulation of the variables and indeed the setting of this study, 

	       more real life results are obtained. For this study the participants were grouped according to their 

	       nationality, and tested in their natural environment. 


	A3: Impact of the researcher. With Quasi experiments, there is less impact of the researcher on the 

	       participants. The natural setting and the minimal manipulation of the independent variables limit 

	       the impact they have. 

	D1: Control. It is difficult to control for the extraneous variables in the study. With the study being 

	       conducted in the various areas of Africa, it becomes difficult to control the various extraneous 

	       variables that may occur from area to area.

	D2: Accuracy. Field experiments often lack the precise measurements obtained in a laboratory setting. 

	       The data obtained relies on the ability of the researcher, and this can lead to data being missed or 

	       not being recorded. The data recorded may not as accurate either as it was collected in situ.

	D3: Refusal to participate. Not all the participants would have wanted to take part in the study. With 

	       this study, this would not have posed such a great problem, as the researcher was travelling from 

	       town to town, and enough willing participants would have been identified.

	Question 5: Give details of the procedure. Include design, setting, subjects, controls etc.

A:   Design. Independent measures design was used. The various groups were tested using the same 

	       pictures. 

	       Setting. The western sample were tested in various locations, even though these are not stated. It is

	       believed that these were conducted as part of Hudson’s study. A number of settings in Southern 

	       African states were used such as Gambia and Zambia. These studies were conducted in the natural

	       environments of the local towns were the participants came from. 

	       Participants. It is very vague as to how many participants were used. A variety of men women and

	       children were used, but no age groups are listed in the study. 

	       Controls. There is an assumption that Interpreters were used to relay the instructions and the 

	       comments made by the participants who did not speak English. Simple cognitive tests were used

	       prior to the participants undertaking any tasks. This would have been used to test the suitability of 

	       the participants. 

	       Procedure. The participants were shown a variety of pictures and were then asked to comment

	       on them. Various pictures were used that incorporated the depth cues, 3D images, 2D images, 

	       optical illusions and split drawings. Geometric shapes were also used. Depth cues such as 

	       overlapping objects and known size of objects were used, as well as the third cue, which was 

	       perspective. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Question 6: What were the main findings of the study? What was concluded? 

(Name any statistical test used)
A:  No statistical test is mentioned. The participants were split into two groups which were; 1/ Two-

	      Dimensional perceivers and three-dimensional perceivers. Three main findings were; 1/ Education. 

	      As the level of education rose, so did the ability to recognise animals in drawings and the higher level

	      of 3D perception was noted. 2/ With the optical illusion of the ambiguous trident, 3D perceivers are

	      often confused by the drawing, as they try and see it as a 3D object, whereas 2D perceivers are not 

	      confused by it. When asked to reproduce it, the 2D perceivers observed the diagram for the same time 

	      as a normal trident, whereas the 3D perceivers were taken more time looking at the ambiguous trident

	      3/ The split drawing of the elephant was generally preferred by African adults and children, bar one 

	      participant who stated the elephant jumped out dangerously. Generally split drawings were preferred.

	Question 7: Are there any ethical principles to consider in this study? Name and give details of three.
A1: Patronising. Showing the various adults pictures that they did not recognise may have made the 

	       participants fell inferior. This may have been a stronger case, when the children, who had received 

	       some schooling, were able to identify more animals than them. 

	A2: Protection. How protected were the participants? Did they have a right to withdraw? Were they 

	       briefed and de-briefed? No mention is made in the study. They would not have signed consent forms

	       as most did not read or write, and only a verbal consent would have been obtained. 

	A3: Repercussions. The study has provided evidence that some people in Africa have difficulties

	       perceiving 3D images through a lack of schooling. This can fuel anger and resentment against these

	       people, and allow them to think it’s justified to call them stupid. The results are sensitive, but this 

	       would not be as severe as mentioned, and this may be a minor concern. 

	


	Question 8: Are there any other issues with this study? Identify three.

A1: Communication. How effective were the translators? Was communication as clear as possible? Did 

	       the participants understand what was being asked of them, and were their responses translated 

	       accurately back to the researchers? The main point is how much was lost in interpretation?

	

	A2: Ethnocentrism. Western images were used throughout the study, and indeed most of the images 

	       were probably presented on paper. If they had never seen paper before, then they may have been 

	       confused by this. Writing material and drawings known to the participants should have been used 

	       to test the perceptive abilities.

	A3: Further Evidence. The study provides further evidence that perception is culture bound, and adds 

	       to prior research conducted by others prior to this study. The study uses data collected from 

	       Hudson’s work, and provides further evidence that compliments the results.

	

	Other? Validity. As mentioned above, the study uses western images presented on western writing 

	             canvases. Would the result been different, had it been demonstrated on materials known to 

	             participants. 

	Question 9: Highlight all the themes (methods, approaches, issues, etc.) this study relates to.
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	Assessment:   n/a = not applicable;  0 = no work worthy of credit; 1 = very basic answer;

2 = good, though there is some details missing; 3 = very good answer, detailed and relevant.
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