Personal Statement

I want to make a difference. It is basically that simple. I have been studying the political world of  America closely since 1992. That year was the first that politics really ever mattered to me. Now that I can vote and, in a few months, be able to run for certain political offices, I really want to try to make a difference.

There has been, in the past four years, much talk about why homosexuals should not be allowed basic civil rights and why gay marriage cannot be tolerated in America and how people with AIDS deserve what they get and so forth and I am very tired of it all. I am tired of seeing our lawmakers so easily decide that an entire group of Americans- more than 25,000,000 by recent statistics- just don't count. 

The best way for me to help create change in America is to become a lawmaker and counteract the hatred and ignorance that is being spread from Washington, D.C.  and the State capitols.  That is why I am interested in the Youth College. This is the first step I can take in learning how to deal with the bureaucracy and the red tape and the fanatical people that will try to hold me back in the future. It is also the first step in learning how to make a difference.

I have had the opportunity to be involved in a few gay/lesbian political, educational, and community organizations. My first experience was with the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Students and Allies (GLBSA) group at Old Dominion University. I was the Fund Raising Chairperson for two years along with advising about growth within and outside of the organization. I also helped with making the group more vocal and visible on campus and in the community. We also held a social/support group in the Webb University Center. After the GLBSA, I got involved with the Hampton Roads Lesbian and Gay Pride Coalition. I was, for a brief time, Chairperson of the Making Changes in the Community committee. Our goal was to change the attitudes of local citizens by using the media as a catalyst and by setting up workshops, speaker's bureau, etcetera. I was also a member of Youth Out United (Y.O.U.) in Norfolk, VA. This was a social/support group set up to aid young gays and lesbians in the Hampton Roads area. Y.O.U. held a weekly group at the Unitarian Church of Norfolk every Sunday. The group also maintained an office in a local building occupied by a gay bookstore and the Tidewater AIDS Crisis Taskforce. Finally, I was President of what was to be the Old Dominion Colony of Delta Lambda Phi National Social Fraternity. This proved to be my hardest experience to date. After I heard about this fraternity for gay men, I gathered a group of about ten men and we tried to become recognized on the Old Dominion University campus. This started in August of 1995 and was an uphill, and finally futile, battle until December 1995. I spent those 5 months arguing the right of the fraternity to be recognized with the Vice President of Student Services, the Director of Student Activities and other members of upper administration at the university. They finally told me that no matter what I did, the fraternity would not be recognized. I hesitate to think that their decision was based on prejudice and discrimination because the University has always been supportive of gay rights but in this case I believe the pressure from the fraternity community to not allow a gay fraternity was so strong that the administration was too scared to allow our fraternity to be recognized. Luckily the fraternity was granted permission from its Board of Directors to be recognized as the Hampton Roads Colony, a non-campus based organization. My experiences have taught me a great deal about dealing with upper administration and people who are against me. I have also become more aware of how to effectively deal with people when there is a sensitive issue at hand. 

If I get the chance to attend the Youth College I hope to learn how to sharpen my skills as a leader of the gay and lesbian community. I also would like to help teach other people who may not have had the same experiences I have had more effective ways of being a leader. I learn daily better and better ways of being a leader and I think I have a lot to share to those wishing to learn more. I, though, still have much to learn and look forward to being taught by those more experienced. 

I plan to one day become a Senator or Representative in the United States Congress. I believe that I can use the position of Congressman to open peoples minds about gay and lesbian issues. I can also use that post to help create laws that will ensure gay and lesbian rights for the future. Eventually, I would like to run for President of the United States. I would like to be the first openly gay President in America - but it is all right if someone beats me to the White House, I can settle for the second openly gay President. 

What I really want to do is help create change and to make a difference. I do not have the ability to sit to the side and be content with how things are because things are wrong. I have the ambition and the ability to do something positive and I plan to use my skills to the best of my ability until I see positive change in America. 

