(zeneral Dscussion

A booklet entitled . . . the background, meaning, contenl and
spirit . . " by the former chief priest of the New York Temple,
Eeverend Kando Tono, has been distributed recently to many NeA
members. [ts purported objective 15 to cortect the mistakes of the
Soka Galkkai and NSA and to show the way of correet faith,

: 1}-’»;: musl alwavs be willing to listen to a richteous and con-
structive opinion when it is given, IHowever, to judee responsibly
'11&_ validity or merit of that opinion, we must Cﬂrefullwm_mj_dﬂx_
its somree—rthat 1_*3 the character, motivation and situation of the
person voicing Lhal opinion, 10is very casy o speak tighlcous words,
But what about the intention or action which daccompanies these
words? And what 15 their result? If these righteouns sounding words
are spoken by a person with self-serving or ulterior motives, then
they will lend to confuse and discourase the people who listen to 2
them. In_reality, that state of confusion and discouragement might Shets,
be the precize effect an evil intentioned or deluded person hopes tu‘:"-
agcomplish. This 15 a familiar tactic used by people who want to
disrupt o destroy the harmony or unity of any group. Other tactics
commaonly emploved are innoendo, half-iroths, distortions and
outright falsehood.

We must also point out that despite Reverend Tono's conten-
tion, o nefarious or self-serving plots existed to keep from membery
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information that was essential to their faith. Neither were attempts
made o goneeal wrongdoines to prodect_the Jeaders of our lay
organization. No one denies thal confusion and misundersta rcling
existed in the past betweon some priests and other fay belicvers,
between some lay belicvers and other lay heliovers, and between
various groups within the priesthood. This is well established,
However, these problems were dynamic. constantly changing and
evolving., From the early "70s,_when minor disasreement began to
arise within the body of Nichiren Shoshu believers, until the past
few vears, ThE (ruc nature_of these problems was not readily

arcnf. All that was evident to most people was that great dis.
harmomy was erupting among helievers in all parts of the world—
in the laity and in the priesthood.

What was efsential during his period of growing turmoil was
o protect the faith ol innocent believers, and this was Lhe over
riding and [yndamental concern of all sincere privsts and Jeaders.
To publicize the difficulties other people are undereoing is against
the: spirit of the Soka Gakkai. To publicize the shortcomings or
faults of fellow helicvers iy against the teaching ot Nighirgn Dai-
shonin. “I'he Fourtcen Slanders™ Gosho (October 1979 Seikvo
W} which 67th High Priest Nikken Shonin quoted in his First
Farmal Sermon (see page 43) cautions: :

The fourth volume of the Lotus Sutra states: “The offense of
utfering even a sinzle derogalory word against the priests or lavinen
who believe in and preachiThe Tolus Suird = even graver than that of
gbusing Shakyamuni Buddha w his Caee Tor an entice aeon.” The
Lotus Sutra also states: “L1 anyone shall sce one who embraces
this sutra and trics to expose that person’s fanls or evils, he shull
in his present life be afflicted with white leprosy.| whether what he
speaks i@ the truth or not” Take Qs teachings to heart, and always
remember that believers in the Lotus Sutra should absolutely be the
last to asbuse each other. All those whoe keep faith in the Lotus Sutra




are most certainly Buddbas, and one who slanders a Buddbia com-

mits a prave offense,

Many American members mistakenly believe that it is Japanese
custom that prompls Nichiren Shoshu to discourage negative
eomments, 1t is not because of local custom but because it is the
Daishonin’s teachings that preat care is taken to avoid widespread,
indiseriminate or unnecessary discussion of negative situations, Tt
is for no reason other than to protect the harmonious unity of
belicvers and 1o avoid planting the seeds of slander that such a
principle cxists in WNichiren Shoshu. s purpose is to help us stay
on the correct path of faith, facing the Gohonzon and the zoal of
kosen-rufu rather than being distracted by the imperfections which
all human beings possess.

Please understand that it is only after the greatest provocation,
and alter yeurs ol palicnl allempls 1o resolve those dilforences
without disturbing the members, that we ourselves now speak
openly about Reverend Tono’s misguided beliefs. In fact, he was
well-known in Japan for trying to turn members visiting the
Huead Temple, Taiveki-ji against the lay organization. Despite this
knowledge, when he ways assipned as priest of the New York
Temple, senior members and leaders tried to work with him and
respect him as a Michiren Shoshu priest. Mo effort was made to
politicize the situation or turn members against him. It was his
own aclions and his betraval of their frust that caused sincere
members to reject him. Reverend Tono's persislenl campaign o
disrupt the unity of the Soka Gakkai and NSA members, against
the express wish of the high priest who 15 trying to restore harmony,
can o lomger be sanctioned by silence. It was Reverend Tono who
chose Lo disseminate Lo hundreds of innocent members throughout
the country his negative and hinscd aceusations based on hall-iruths,
rumors and issues that have long ago been resolved. Despite his



avowal that this was to help the members, in facl, it was to further
his own personal interests and the objectives of those he represents
—the so-called Shoshin-Kai or dissident priests and their deluded
lay followers. This is the group primarily responsible for creating
the disharmony thal has plagued Nichiren Shoshu for the past ter
years. One of our pledges as lay believers of the Suka Gakkai is to
protect the priesthood of Nichiven Shoshu, We can no longer allow
meimbers to believe that this man represents the wishes or intentions
of High Priest Nikken Shonin.

The “Admonitions Against Slander” Gosho savs:

Ta seek enlightenment withour repudiating slander is as Tutile as

trying to find water in the midst of fire or fire in (e midst of water,

Mo matler how sincerely one believes in the Lotus Sutra, any viola-

lion of its teachings will surely cause him to fall into hell, just as une

erab leg will ruin u thousand pors of lacquer, This is the meaning of

the passuge in the Lotns Sutra, “The poison has peneerated decply,

vcausing them 1o lose theic minds”

To observe the unhappy effect that the Shoshin-Kai's distorted
teachings have upon members is very sad, People with stromge,
happy life-conditions working sincerely for koser-rufn become
negative, malcontent and dispirited in their practice of shin gvo
gaku (faith, practice, study}. Foolishly believing that the members
of the Shoshin-Kai act and speak as devoled Nichiren Shoshu
pricats, they. listen sincerely to their propaganda and suffer the
consequences in diminished benefil from their practice. They oflen
cut themselves off from old [riends in faith who have stood beside
them for years, withdraw from their Buddhist activities and even
eventually give up their faith entirely. 11 is & very sad and serious
situation,

You may be wondering specifically what effects the actions
of this group have had on our organization. As an NSA member,



you may have witnessed bitter debates about the appropriateness
of various activities, Perhaps you have had the sad experience of
seeing vour fellow members suddenly become very erilical of the
arganization and stop praclicing or withdraw from their responsi
bililics, or for no apparent reason begin to turn against their
senior members or leaders who raised them in faith. You may
have been the recipient of phone calls spreading rumors about
other members or mysterious literature—such as Reverend Tono's
pamphlet, You may also have noticed for a period of time there
woere almost no Buddhist activities in your area, or that shakubuku
seemed impossible to do. Mavbe vou have just heard vague refer-
ences to “problems in the organization.” All of these phenomena
are manifestations of de¥ilish functions at work wilhin our
oreanizalion.

Nichiren Daishonin never denied that differences would exist
among his followers, He only urged us to overcome these differ-
ences. In the “Heritage of the Ultimate Law of Life™ Gosho, he says:

All disciples and believers of Michiren should chanl Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo with one mind (ol dosfin), transcending all differences
among themselves to become as inseparable as fish and the water
i whech they swim, This spiritual bond s the basis for the universal
transmission of the ultimate law of life and deach. Herein lies the fruc
poal of Michiren's propagarion, When you are so united, ¢ven the
great hope for boser-cufu can be fulfilled without fail. But if any of
Nichiren's disciples should disrupt the univy ol fGiad doshin, he will
destray his own castle from within,

In a recent speech in Vancouver, Canada, which the high priest
made after receiving Reverend Tono’s pamphlet, he clarified the
[undamental cavse of the problems which were besetling Nichiren
Shoshu believers as Dairokuien no Mao, or the Devil King of the
Sizth Heaven. Ie said this is the negative force harbored in the



universe “which sceks to hinder true Buddhists’ correct faith,
destraying Lheir spirit to continue and forcing them down the paths
of evil, even to the point of abandoning their practice,” In his
speech, he continued:

Bspecially in recent vears, (his nepulive foree has heen assailing
Michiren Shosho from all directions—{rum within the ranks of it
belicvers and from without as well , . ., utlacks from within come
[rem these who appear to be pracliving true Buddhism, but who in
truth are not. Bedeviled, they try o block the propress of thoss who
do practice correctly and they even lry w destroy the very fahric of
pur umity.

Devils exerted themselves in the duys of Michiren Daishonin as
well, s we must deeply contemplate the fact that the Duishonin over-
came these forces with the supreme powser of his Buddhahood. Today.
these same devilish forces are apparent in many forms in Iapan, bur
yom needn’t worry abont them in the Jeast, for we who embrace the
earrect Law can absolutely defeal them. As protectors of troe Bud-
dhisim, we lay believers and privsls, myself incloded, have been de-
flecting the intrigues and vicious ploty of these bedeviled people as
they have arisen,

Of course, T am sure thal these people, motivated by rtheir
jeadousy and hatred of those with the true faith, will continue o dis-
seminate their false, fubricaled und malicious propapanda throughout
the world ... T hope you will nel be swayed by such people or such
propaganda in the least, but that you will continue your simcere
practice of true Buddhisio without ever siving in to the slightest douht,

Unfortunately, over the years, a deliberate cffort has been
made by formerly trusted leaders of the Soka Gakkai and the
Nichiren Shoshu priesthood to take advantage of their positions
for their own benefit. They worked in a deceitful way to underming
the cfforts being made to resolve the differences existing belween
the priesthood and laity and within the laity 1tsell, Over time they
extended their cvil influcnce (o many parts of the world--focusing



especially on NSA. Their actiony culminated in the punishment of
200 pricsts and the defrocking of six others for continued attacks
against the Soka Gakkai despite repeated swarnings from the high
pricsl, The basis fon these disciplinary actions was their b wagoso
{destroving harmonious unity ).

Reverend Tono speaks of this situation in his booklet, but in
manner distorted to his advantage. He maintaing that the label fa
wagase should not be applied to criticisms made against the Soka
Gakkai but only to actions which disrupt the harmony of the
priesthood. This is a gross simplification and a disservice to the
members he leads. "The Fourteen Slanders™ Casho makes clear
thal criticism should be_geaided sesere-all beligyers. Again, this
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is not to say that righleous opinions should not be Tistened to—we
must always be willing to speak openly and warmly with one
another, However, the important factor is the fundamental life-
condition of the person making the criticism, II he is sincere and
speaks [or constructive purposes, then his words will produce
positive results; for example, the members' faith will decpen and
their life-conditions will be raised. If the intention is evil, the
opposite effects will occur. The members will become nepative,
discouraged, and tend to withdraw from their fellow believers.

The Daishonin explaing in “On the Buddha's Behavion™ how
the ranks of belicvers are often threatened from within, by the
“three obstacles and four devils™:

The [ilth volume of the Maka Shikan states: “As practice pro-
greszes and understanding grows, the three obstacles and Four devils
emerge, vying with onge another fo interfers” I alzo soiies: “A wild
boar scruping o gold mountain only makes it glitter, rivers Howing
into an occan merease ity volume, Tuel added o five only makes it
burn higher, and the wind inflates the body of the guea,” 0 with e
mind of the Buddha, ene practices the Lotus Sufra as the Buddha



taaght, in the dght manner aod at the dght Goe, then these seven
obstacles and devils will confromt him, The Devil of the Sixth Haaven
is the most powerful. He will possess one's soversign, parents, wife
or ehildren, [ellow belicvers or evil men, and through them will
ateernpt it a friendly manner 1o divert him from his practice of the
Lotus Sutra, or will oppose him ouliight.

From a faith standpoint, we can say that this devilish function
has manifested isell in our organization and like “the parasite in
the lion's bowels™ is eating away at the fabric of our unity. With
strong, sincere pravers to the Gohonzon we must defeat this
devilish tunction 50 that we can have heart-to-heart communication
and move frecly towards our goal of individual enlighlenment and
keosen-rifie, For our sake and {or the sake of future believers, we
must continue to strengthen our faith and deepen our understanding
s0 that we can be rid of the evil influence of Dairokuien no Mao.

In his pamphlet, Reverend Tono repeatedly charged that the
Soka Gakkai never addressed any of the issucs or problems thal
arase doring the turbolent period of the late 19705, This is simply
nod true, Reverend Tono also stated repeatedly that sincere reflec-
tion and repentance have not occurred as a result of these difficulties,
but this is ridiculous and without foundation. Reverend Tone's own
failure to accept the sincere scll-reflleclion of his [cllow believers,
and his tendeney to regress to the past, continuing to criticize and
attack, are the actions of a person who has lost his passion for
kasern-rufie and forgotten the will of the Daishonin,

Although Reverend Tone is unwilling (o accepl i, 66th High
Priest Nittatsu Shonin and 67th High Priest MNikken Shonin have
both compassionately reflected upon all past difficulties and have
given guidance and direction for the priesthood and the laity. They
have repeatedly said not to refer to the Soka Gakkal as being
slanedercrs. Reverend Tone chooses o ignore this guidance. The



impression is often given that the high pricsts were not fully aware
of the problems and that this is why Lhey gave the direction they did.
This is absurd. They have a total and fundamental understanding
[rom which they give their guidance.

The former High Priest Nittatsu Shonin commented in his
November 1978 speech:

There certainly has heen friction between Michiven Shoshu and
the Hoka Gakkal during the last several years. As you know, this
recently developed into disturbances. In the light of the spirit of
Michiren 13aizhonin and Mikko Shonin, it obviously is a very unfor-
mnate thing rovconrinne 1o see such a plight. Allowing it to loger will

not only make vz oa laughing stock but also result in destroving
Michiren Shoshn itself,

The 67th High Pricst Nikken Shonin, who was selected by
Niltalsu Shonin to receive the heritage of the Law, spoke at length
on this subject at his Formal Succession Ceremony on April &, 1980
at the Head Temple, Taiseki-ji (see page 23):

Tabdng all these things inte consideration, Honorary President
Theda, as the responsible person ul that Ume--specileally in his
article enlitled “Rellections oo the 23rd Aoniversary of the Death of
My lale Masler” in the Apcl Znd Seikyo Shumbon (ealled “Recon-
lirming Cur Fundamental Mission™ in the Sefkyo Times, day [950)
—las takco o connprchomsive view ol e siluation, outhoed e i
problems and profoundly  re-csamined himsell, T lake his sell-
reflection as un apolopy tw the Three Treasures of e Originad
Buddha, the Law, and the Priesthood—an apolopgy which is loaly
filled with sinecrily und courspe and, ul the swne line, based on his
diep [aith.

When [ consider the faith, cxpericnes and organizationa! man-
agement of the Soka Gakkai, which are solidly bascd on the Gohon-
won, and when | think of Honorary President Theda™s unprocedented
shgdehitoe vesult of seven million and eight hundred  thousund
howsehalds i Japan, as well as his achicvement for peace and cullure



worldwide, 1 believe the Soka Gabloai and Honorary President Theds
are, respectively, a very necessiry creanization and a very nocossary
leader for global propagalion in the Tuture,

Additionally, in a directive issucd from the Head Temple on
Cectober W, 1979, 11 was slaled;

Both priests and laymen should no longer allow themselves 1o
be lost in a dispuie which has already been resolved, It is foolish 1o
remam at adds with exch other. We must make all-pue efforts 1o
accomphish onr goal of world deren-rufe by helping and encouraging
cach other iy ftar desfiin, Mow is indeed the time for us all to dedicate
ourselves 0 intraducing Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism to others,

Whoen Reverend Tono's actions are observed, 1t becomes obvi-
ous that it is he himself who has failed to deeply self-reflect an the
intention of the high priest. Actually, Reverend Tono's cflorts Lo
spread his propagamnda among Lhe members in his temple began to
intensily al aboul the time the high priest made his April 6th
speech. 1is single mindedness persisted to the point that innocen)
believers coming to the temple for encouragement in faith had their
awn problems dismissad while he consistently initiated dialogues
on the Faults of fellow believers and the lay organization. Despite
many efforts made to communicate with him by sincere leaders
concerned aboul thelr members, and in total disrepard of their
pleas tor his patience and understanding, he carried on his personal
mizsion 1o erificize, using the temple as his podiom, As a basis for
his judgments, he often vsed information dredzed up from weekly
Japanese magazines which were exploiting and sensationalizing the
situation for their own profit. He also began to travel exlensively
among the membership, leaving the (emple unattended and unavail-
able (o the members who wished to chant to the temple Gohonzon.
Dring this same period, Reverend Tono went so far as to host
a dissident priest from Japan and to hold secret meetings with

Lo



NSA members. This was without the knowledge of the Head
Temple and against the wishes of the high priest.

Among the topics then discussed were the right of the high
pricst Lo give direction in [aith and the possibility of forming a lay
organization in Mew York centering around Eeverend Tono. This
sitwation became so bad that members of pure faith who were not
interested in political intrigue bepan 1o fecl that they could not po
to the temple, Members wanding memorial services there for their
deceased loved ones were hesitant because he would even use these
sensitive occasions o attack the Soka Gaklai when he was speci-
fically asked net to do so. Contrary to its purpose as the center of
faith, the temple became instead the center of romor and mischict,
Thise actions hardly seem those of a person who sineerely sceks o
foster harmony and understanding among the disciples of Nichiren
Daishonin.

Stll not salisfied, Reverend wopt so far as to ipake
irresponsible statements questioning Lhe legilimacy of the high
pricsts herifaZe of the Law. The situation worsened until Reverend
Tono was finally removed from his position as chief priest of the
New York Temple and recalled to Japan. Even then he continued to
defy the direction of the high priest. Despite the Tacl that he was
given instructions to return to Japan in late April, he delayed his
departure for one month. His reason was that he had broken his
nose while playing foothall the day before he was to leave New
York and therefore could not travel. During that month he prepared
anti-Gakkai material, which the high priest had already strictly and
repeatedly admonished him about, and he continued his campaign
o spread confusion and mistrust among the membership.

This campaien, however, was not limited to the Soka Gaklai
but was extended to include the high pricst. Tt was not uwneommen
during that month to hear members debating whether they should
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accept the direction of the high priest or recognize his lineage—ir
other words. whether he was indecd the hich priest. At the samc
lime, it was rumored that a leader of the Shoshin-Kai was actually
the real 67th high priest—and not Nikken Shonin to whom Nittats
shonin had legitimately entrusted the heritage.

Reverend Jicho Maskawa, Overseas Burcau Chief from the
Head Temple, commented on this uohappy situation at a meeting
al the New York Temple on April 12, 1981, when Revercnd Tono
was relieved of his position as chief priest. He cautioned;

With our simple-mindedness we should nat try to judge the high
priest of the Head Temple, Tt would be like o firefly laughing at the
sun . .. The high pricst is trying to nurture NSA and SGT through-
aul the world. 1t is necessary to realize this great understanding he
has. A person who cannot realize this is not a believer. The lssue i
whether we protect this organization or create destruction. Tn Decem-
ber the high priest commented that everyone should center around
General Director Williams and create unity, Hefore you are an NSA
member, you are a belicver in MNichiren Shoshu, Nichiren Shoshy
believers [ullow the high priest,

When Reverend Tono finally left New York, it was hoped that
NSA members would be free of the nezative influence of the
Shashin-Kai. This was not o be the case. He had manaped to win
the allegiance of a small corps of former NSA members, They
assisted him in writing his pamphlet and distributing it around the
country. They also began actively campaigning to persuade NSA
members to join their group, locusing their efforts mainly on weak
and insecure members who could least afford to fall victim to their
ploys and on intellectuals who were captivated by their theoretical
argnments. To this day they continue their anti-Soka Galkai and
anli-high priest attacks, seemingly blind to the serionsness of (he
path they have chosen.
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Nol content to harass individual members, they recently sent
an anenymous mailing of anti-Soka Gaklkali literature Lo the media
in various cities identifying themselves as the “New York Truth
Squad.” Seeking to generate negalive publicity about the Michiren
Shoshu lay organization and its leaders, they undermined the efforts
of sincere membuers to propagate Nam myoho-renge-kyo, in effect
opposing the Buddha's will. The only thing left to guestion or
disparage was the validity ol (he Dai-Gohonzon itself and this
some of them began to do in late June, The benightedness of these
formerly sincere believers had now reached its apex. In denying
the heritage and denying the Law, they had in eflect denied
Michiren Daishonin's true Buddhism and the religion of Nichiren
Shoshu,

We mention all these details with the sincere prayer that, by
heing aware of these devilish schemes, you will be able to recognize
them for what they arc—sansho shima—and not be swayced. The
“Om Persecutions Befalling the Buddha™ Gosho says, “Strenglhen
vour faith day by day and month aflter month. Should you slacken
even a bit, demons will take advantage.” Let us offer deep and
profound prayer to the Gohonzon that we wvursclves will not
succumb to these influences,

As Reverend Eido Fujimotn, General Administrator of Nichiren
Shoshu, explained at the opening of the Chicago Temple on June
27, 1981:

For 7000 years Nichiren Shoshu has inherited and protected the
Dai-Giohonzon of the Honmton-no-Kaidan and the dignity of the Luw
which has been transmitted through cach successive high priest bused
on the pure lifeblood of the Law [rom the time of Nichiren Dhai-
shonin, the founder of the sect. Protecting this dignity of the high
priest is important because we can haye a correct attitude m our [aith

only through receiving puidance and direction from the high priest
who has inherited the Law, Il a person should deviate [om or

P



Lt

oppose his direetions, he would be vnable o alluin tue happiness
even though be cmbraced the Gohongoen.,

In this sense, [ sineerely ask that the Amoerican memboers strive
tor strenglhen the harmoniows unity between pricsthood and laity
by wainlaining & correel allitude in faith and by [ollewing the guids
ance of SC1 President Theda and centering your support on General
Dircelor Williams,

In his speceh 1o members in Vancouver following his atten-
dance at the Grand World Peace Culture Festival and the opening
of the Chicago Temple, High Priest MNikken Shonin clarified the
three things that we believers in Michiren Daishonin’s Buddhism
musl do;

First, we must maintain faith in the Gohonzon withoul ever
harboring the shightest doubt,

Second, we must do marning and evening gongye and clanl
duimaoku assiduonsiy.

Third, we must teach the greatness of this practice, of this Law,
to peaple of all races who do not vet koow of the existence of tros
Buddhizm. 'ur anather way, we must teach others thal pracliving
Buddhizm is the way 10 become truly happy.

... n the lasc half-century, it has been the sincere efforls of the
Soka Gakkai in Japan, and its oflshoots NSA in America and NSO
in Canada, that have been instromental in the internalicon] prepa-
pation of the Daishonin’s Boddhizn . .o 1 owould Tike you o appre-
ciate the fact that you belong to such a beautiful organization which
has been pracricing Michiven Daishonin's Buddbism sincerely and
correetlyv. | hope you will contemplate this point deeply und, based
upon the Daishonin’s spirit, forther advance in the wnity of fwd
dowhin so that you can establish vour own true happiness aod de-
velop the canse of kasen-rufn,

With this background material in mind, we offer this pamphlet,
hoping you stay forever on the correct path of faith as defined by
Nichiren Dmishonin and the successive high priests.




