Chosen Families Adoption Group
Recent Speakers
April 8, 2008  Movie Night: “Core Issues in Adoption”  View and discuss movie by Spaulding for Children. 

March 11, 2008 “Redirecting Childrens Behavior”  Alexandra Harris, guest speaker
January 8, 2008  “Adoption in the Classroom – a teachers’ perspective”  Guest speaker, Sue Schackow, director Brentwood School

November 13, 2007 “Issues in Creating Blended Families”  with guest speakers Drs. E. Bordini, S. Springer, and R. Melchor, Clinical Psychology Associates of North Central Florida.

October 9, 2007  “Starting your adoption journey” Guest speaker:  Geralyn Ryan, Catholic Charities Bureau
May 8, 2007 “Adoption Law: Q & A” with guest, Cynthia Swanson, of Cynthia S. Swanson, P.A.
April 10, 2007  “Creating Lifebooks for foster and adopted children” with guest speaker Waheeda Bacchus from Partnership for Strong Families.  
February 13, 2007  “Understanding infant attachment, relationships and coping with stress” with guest speaker, Kimberly Shaw, PhD, Shands Dept. of Clinical and Health Psychology.
October 10, 2006  “Medical Questions and Answers for Adoptive Families” with guest, Dr. Nancy Worthington, Worthington Pediatrics.
September 12, 2006  “Fostering and Adopting in Florida”  with guest, Kim Handley from Partnership for Strong Families
August 8, 2006  “Favorite Childrens Books about Adoption”  Members share their favorite tales.  Booklist available.
April 11, 2006  “Asian Adoption Tales” Members share their stories of recent adoptions from Korea and China.
March 14, 2006  “Adoption Journeys: where we’ve been and where we’re going” by Richard Curtis, adult adoptee and former southeastern representative to the American Adoption Congress.  Recommended reading list provided for all triad members. 
January 10, 2006  “From the heart of a birthmother”  Hear stories from members of  weekly birthparent support group from the Women’s Pregnancy Center, Ocala.  
September 13, 2005  Book discussion:  “Does anybody else look like me? A parent’s guide to raising multiracial children” by D. J. Nakazawa, 2003.
July 12, 2005 “The Multiracial Adoptive Family” by Teresa Glaser, R.N.  Handouts and recommended reading list.
May 10, 2005  “The Choose Life Alliance of Alachua County” by Geralyn Ryan, LSCW, Catholic Charities Bureau 
April 12, 2005  “Experiences of single parenthood and raising two domestically adopted children (now teenagers)” by Nancy Dowd      
February 8, 2005    "Educational Toys for Learning & Fun" by Todd Meisner, owner & manager of "The Toy Box" 
October 12, 2004   "The Emotional Life of Adoptive Families: Age-appropriate responses to childrens questions about adoption"  by Tom Erney, PhD, LMFT
September 14, 2004   "Childrens Books About Adoption" by Be Astengo, Alachua Co. Librarian.
Thank you to all our past speakers!!

If you have suggestions for future speakers, please let us know by sending us an email:  chosenfamilies@yahoo.com
