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	This is a strange horror story. It is the kind of tale that might appeal if you enjoyed Twin Peaks. It is surreal in places and can take turns that would not immediate be obvious. But for that it is compelling reading. 

The story opens briefly with two cops on a beach investigating the area where a woman was found unconscious. This is told almost like a script, with brief scene setting, some stage instructions and then just the dialogue of the cops. 

From here it briefly jumps to a woman journeying to the clouds in an aircraft before settling into the main part of the story when an extremely ugly young woman arrives in a village searching for her grandfather. 

This jumping perspectives is carried on throughout as we are treated to the various strands of the plot from the viewpoint of different members of the village � this technique adds a great deal of panorama to the tale that would have otherwise demanded large amounts of descriptive prose. 

And this is an odd village, and its populous are not the normal type of folk you may well encouter (and they are so for reasons that become apparent later in the book). In this town lives Ben. Ben continued to grow as a boy until he reached 12 feet tall. As he grew up he developed the usual adolescent affliction of uncontrollable hormones. The object of his desire was the daughter of a family newly arrived in town. 

Being shy he began his courtship by sending her poems, but when she began to grow close to a fellow named Bumble, Ben smashed his way into her house, carried her off and ate her. 

Despite this the town folk tolerate him and just try to keep temptations out of his way. 

As I said this is surreal. 

It is engrossing stuff though, it is original, well written and also manages the one thing that many other stories do not. It is the right length. This is only novella length, but to have extended it to novel would have broken this tale. 

It would have required too much information, too many details and too great a view of each of the aspects of the story. This would have lost the jerkiness of the plot that makes this a good story. 

This is one author that is definitely worth watching, as if he can develop this style we could well be in for a number of treats in years to come. 
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	Synopsis
A young woman is found unconscious on a beach. She bears no identification. On the edge of death the story of the woman's last day unravels through her own eyes. Her descent into death begins on a streetcar and ends as she steps out of cloud into a small village. What are the mysteries of the village? The mayor of the village, who is fighting for his political survival, takes refuge in his solarium where he talks to his flowers. A civil servant has a secret quest is to find out why no one has ever left the village. An orange cat prowls through the village and horrifies the citizenry. A middle-aged woman keeps her son, a giant, imprisoned in her basement during the day and releases him at night. A teenage girl's sexual fantasies lead her into madness and the seduction of the local priest. A shopkeeper is haunted by the memory of the night when something came and dragged his wife off. A baker finds that his nagging wife has become the main reason for his booming meat pie sales. But there is one great mystery in the village. The only way to escape the village is to be murdered. In order for the young woman to rise out of her coma she must face this ultimate terror. 
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