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At the beginning of this summer my project assignment was to complete the implementation of the PRISM and nearest neighbor algorithm for finding decision rules and I was assigned to use Perl and MySql as programming languages.  Because I had minimal knowledge of Perl and no knowledge at all of MySql the first couple of weeks were used to learn MySql and become more familiar with Perl.  I was also to look over the algorithm for PRISM and figure out a way to implement it.  Through the course of the summer I did become more familiar with both languages and I was able to implement the PRISM algorithm.  Dr. Gilbert my mentor was so impressed with the speed and accuracy of the first algorithm that he did not want to continue on with the implementation of the second algorithm.  His goal was to accomplish implementing Perl so that we could test and compare it with another genetic algorithm implemented by one of his graduate students.  Upon the end of the summer we completed his goals and I feel I have done so while gaining invaluable knowledge.  The knowledge I have gained will be used in the upcoming semester in my Database Management Systems class.  Overall I really appreciated this opportunity and have learned even more than I thought I wanted to know.

