Chapter two 

The fire in the storm
Ah-may slowly glided through the gardens trying to take in all of her new responsibilities as queen. She headed up to the north quatrain of the gardens where the richest flowers grew around a large willow that looked almost dead but surprisingly had lush green leaves all year round.

 The tree was rumored to be centuries old and it was now a common myth that in each branch of the tree resides the spirit of past queens. It was this reason that the staff, given to all the rulers of Jafet, was crafted from the thickest strongest branch of the willow. The branch which holds the most power and the strongest spirits.

Glancing around its branches ah-may found a small branch beginning to grow with a small leaf developing from its tip. The branch that, according to myth, represented her mother. 

She took the staff, holding a teardrop shaped spear head, and rested it against the tree. She wore a long black robe with the teardrop emblem of Jafet on the hood. Underneath the robe she wore a golden dress with a slit up the left side up to the thigh. 

Removing her hood she revealed a golden crown encrusted with gems. The center stone was a large ruby, a mimic of the lost ancient relic that had been given to the royals by the gods. One half of a set that gave the royals power and a connection to their own superiors. The piece that was to be placed with the staff to complete the set. 

 Taking off her robe, she lay it on the floor. She knelt on the robe and glanced again at the small branch.

"I have not forgotten your promise mother. I have become queen, I’m working on being the best, I will serve for my people. I will try to make you proud, I'm not sure I can, I need you mum. I can’t do this alone.."

Ah-may was distracted by a shadow appearing over the willow trunk. Turning she saw the young girl that had comforted her the night her mother had died. Suki was ah-mays childhood friend, her only one at that. Her long pink hair was tied back into pigtails, tied at the ends. The wind tossing it slightly. 

Suki was the head of the guard in Jafet. She was only sixteen, but her fighting skill and strength were equal to that of a healthy middle aged man. Her father, like his father before him, being one of the queens personal guards it was no wonder Suki carried on the tradition. When she was only five, she learned how to wield a sword, and now she had taken the role of ah-mays personal guard.

"I'm sorry to disturb you Ah-may but Tiyana is looking for you. She says the mayor is here for his meeting." Suki said disturbing the silence.

"Ah-may turned to Suki and saw Tiyana running from the opposite end of the garden.

“Hurry your majesty or you will upset Mr Shanez” 

"Didn't he cancel that appointment. He said he was too ill yesterday." Ah-may replied confusingly.

"Well he said he had seen his doctor and he was feeling much better today and so he was fit enough to see you."

With that Ah-may sprinted to the main hall where she met a small yet obese man. His small, beady eyes hidden behind his small oval glasses. He was presently being held up talking to a passing maid so fast that you could only just make out what he was saying.

“Ah. You majesty. How are you today. Sorry I cancelled. It was spur of the moment. Shall we begin.”

Every one could tell that the mayor seemed more talkative than usual. Whenever he went to see his doctor he always seemed a little more… chirpy. 

Tiyana and Suki discretely jogged of, hoping not to get into a conversation with the hyperactive gentleman, but as always he managed to see them just before they reached the corner. “ Oh young ladies” 

Tiyana and Suki dropped their heads and took a deep breath. Turning back with a smile, the two began to walk towards the main hall.

“Why do you leave us. I do not have to detain you from her highness. We can all talk together."

He then led them into what is usually the dining room and sat down at the large table, taking a thick folder out of his briefcase. " Let the meeting begin." Ah-may said regrettably.

###

Silence.

An empty room.

Standing alone in the darkness.

“Hello sister.”

Looking around there were shadows in every direction. But in one corner. A faint image. A teardrop. A hood lifting. Two deep eyes staring. 

 A hand emerges from the shadows, and in the palm, an orb, glistening as deep as the girls eyes. The shadows lifted and Ah-may stood on a hilltop, Jafet could be seen in the distance. A flash of light refracts from the orb into Ah-mays eyes. Her pendant began to burn on her chest.

Ah-may began to toss and turn. Her head began to pound. A feeling as if her head was swelling. Grabbing her head Ah-may tried to put pressure on the pain. What started of as what seemed to be a headache had escalated to a throbbing that was almost unbearable? The pain was sharp, concentrated, and all in all just painful. 

Furniture began to shake, the dresser fell in seconds, the wardrobe flew across the room and ran into the opposite wall. Suki could hear the crashes of furniture from down the corridor. She began to sprint towards Ah-mays room but as she turned the door handle trying to get in, she found the door was locked.

Tiyana could also hear the commotion and looked out into the corridor to see what was going on. Seeing Suki trying to break through the door she thought that Ah-may might have been attacked.

The two began to force the door open, but every time they got the door open an inch, it was forced shut again. Tiyana and Suki continued to push the door, and Ah-may was still in pain.

Ah-may let out an earthshaking scream. Other maids began to walk up the staircase, trying to get a look at what was going on. Suki began to push the door with all the strength she had. Edging the door open bit by bit Suki managed to get the door open enough to see Ah-may. She was kneeling over, her head rested on the bed, and a muffled scream came from beneath the bundle of hair covering her face. 

Suki and Tiyana wrestled with the door for another ten minutes before the moving of furniture and the constant screaming died down. Hastily Tiyana and Suki rushed into the room. The clothing and furniture were thrown all around. Ah-may was still curled up on the bed, on her side. Her hands fell loosely over her head. Suki sat on the bed next to Ah-may placing her hand on her shoulder. Ah-may suddenly jolted. 

"What happened Ah-may?" Suki asked. 

"She was attacking me. Teasing me. She called me her sister."

"Sister?" the two replied. 

Ah-may had no idea what was going on. Nobody knew. Ah-may feared for all the people around her. Although she did not show it, she did not want to be near any of them. Not even Tiyana and Suki. Her closest friends, she wanted to keep well away from them in fear of what would happen to them.

She leaped of the bed and stood at the balcony door. The staring faces of the staff were piercing into her. What were they thinking. "freak" "weirdo" "mad girl". All true. She had no idea what was happening to her and feared what had taken over her.

What was going on with her. Who would know what was happening? Thinking of the young girl she had seen in her dreams, she thought of what she had meant when she called her sister. Her mother never had a second child. 

An old man came to the door, his old weathered eyes regaining their focus. His name was Mr Seet. He was the commissioner and had been for many years. He had served Ah-mays grandmother in the final years of her reign and Queen Kailia during hers. 

He ran his fingers through his white fading hair to try and make it look reasonably presentable. He reached into the pocket of his lengthy white night gown and pulled out a small pair of glasses and rested them on the edge of his nose. He examined the room and nodded his head slightly. 

"Your highness would you mind coming with me?" he asked, his croaking voice and his very wrinkled face showing his extreme age. 

He began to walk away from the room as if expecting Ah-may to follow. She turned to follow him, keeping her head down trying to avoid contact with the servants.

He reached the end of the corridor and opened the large oak wood door which lead to a large room, a big oak dining table in the centre. He took the queens hand and escorted her to one of the seats. The elderly gentleman walked over to the wall and turned a small disk, which triggered the dim lights to come on. 

"Now your highness" he said sitting beside her. "I understand that you have heard rumours of you having a sister. Am I right?"

Ah-may nodded. "Is it true that I have a sister?" His certainty and his expression showing that he knew something. She looked up to the commissioner, her eyes filling with tears. He looked away thinking for a moment.

After a while, he walked over to Ah-mays side and took her hand in his trying to show some comfort. "You do have a sister Ah-may. She was your twin" Ah-may pulled her hand away from the commissioner in the shock.

"How come I never knew about her?" she asked, a tear running down her cheek.

"You know about the traditions here Ah-may. We have one ruler, and one alone. Having two children would cause competition between the two, it is also said to be a great misfortune to the family if twins are born. Do not ask me why, I just enforce the rules. But as you were the first born, she was taken away."

"Taken away, where to? Do you know?"

"She has lived her whole life with a single mother. She would be an elderly woman now, but she was the only person who could give your sister any chance of a normal life. She lives in the highland region of this land, away from the cities and towns. The two are the sort of people that need to be kept away from the outside world. Kept secret."

"Kept secret, but why?" Ah-may pondered.

The old man looked wearily into Ah-mays eyes. He could see her desperation for knowledge, but was worried that she could know too much. "Ah-may, do you know about our race. Why do you think some of us are able to use telepathy and mind tricks, and some of us are able to hear and see so intensely as your friend Suki can? ... Our ancestors were elves. In time our powers faded but in some of us, we carry the magical genes and keep the power of the elves alive. In you and your sister I think those powers have somehow multiplied. Your mother and father were both carriers of strong elfish genes, as is every member of the royal family, but you two obtained a greater deal than both your mother and your father. We were afraid that if your twin was ever discovered, the descendants of Sonar would try and use her against us and try and reclaim the throne of Jafet."

"So you got rid of her in the hope she would never be found." Ah-may confirmed disgusted that her sister would be treated I such a way. But if there was a risk of the Válants abducting her sister, would it not be better to keep her close by, to protect her.

Ah-may stood and walked towards the door.

"Thank you so much commissioner. You have been a great help." She said placing her hand on the door handle.

"You know your highness. If you really want to go after her, I'll look after this place for you."

How did he know she wanted to meet the girl?

"I told you some of us had the power of telepathy, did I not."

He stood up and held his chair for support and smiled at Ah-may. She smiled back in the confidence that she was doing the right thing.

 She walked out the door and down the corridor. Suki was waiting for her, watching her as usual. Tiyana soon appeared at the base of the stairs to greet the two. "Are you ok?" Tiyana asked reassuringly. Ah-may smiled and began to tell them what she had been told. And her decision to go and find her sister.   

As the moonlight shone over Jafet, three shadows could be seen leaving the palace. Mr Seet stood on his balcony looking out, waving farewell to the three. As they reached the main gate to the city, suki realised that all the guards had left their posts.

Ah-may and Tiyana pushed the gates open as Suki examined the area. No-one was out on the streets, the guards were gone and none of them had any idea where they were going. Suki had a bad feeling about the whole thing.

"Suki come on." Tiyana prompted. Ignoring her feelings she hurried after the two.

Ah-may thought back to her dream and the hilltop she was standing on. All she could remember was that Jafet could be seen past a range of hills and the moon was behind her. She examined the area and took a guess at the direction of the location.

Every so often she would stop and repeat the process. All Tiyana and Suki could do was follow. 

"She ‘as no idea where she’s goin’ does she?" Suki asked. Running around all night was really getting on her nerves. Tiyana turned to her and shrugged her shoulders. She didn't really have an answer, and was to tired to think of any excuses.

Ah-may finally decided where the dream was located and sprinted in the direction. " This way. It's over here" she yelled as she ran up and down the hillside.

Suki looked in the direction she was walking. Her acute eyesight taking in every detail for several miles. She could see a silhouette of some sort moving across a meadow in the distance. 

Sure that this was what Ah-may was looking for she began to sprint after her? "Hey wait for me" Tiyana yelled as she disappeared down the hillside.

Ah-may crawled up the hill using her staff for support. Suki and Tiyana closely behind her panting slightly from the long sprint. Tiyana began to get very hot and so removed her thick leather jacket. She still wore her favourite thin black lace top, but now she wore leather trousers and knee high Swede boots instead of her usual skirt and shoes. 

The silhouette stood before them facing the full moon. Their long hair waving in the wind. Turning the young women stood facing the floor as if waiting for them to examine her. "You came then." She said. Her subtle voice sounding similar to Ah-mays.

Ah-may stood straight. She looked at the girl in amazement. Her long hair a soft sandy colour like that of her own. Her hight and structure were also extremely similar, although she did seem smaller than Ah-may. 

Tiyana and Suki both looked astonished at the resemblance. They had expected to see a girl with the odd similarities but this girl looked an almost exact replica.

"It's true then. I have a sister, a twin sister." Ah-may said in shock.

"Yes I am your sister, Amber." The young women said lifting her head. Her eyes were empty and black almost hollow. She held out a small round ball cupping it in her hands. It's deep burgundy exterior refracting moonlight in all directions. Ah-may froze where she stood. Her chest suddenly tightened. She could not breathe.

"For fifteen years I have been exiled. You have had everything. A home, a family. Not any more." The girl said, her voice a tone deeper. She looked directly at Ah-may, concentrating intensely. The orb she held began to turn a shade deeper, changing every second to a new shade. As the orb turned colour, Ah-may grew weaker and become short of breathe. The orb seemed to be doing something to Ah-may.Strangeling her.

Ah-may was suddenly released from the power that Amber was controlling and dropped to the floor, winded slightly. “No. Lets not shall we. I’m sure there is something else that we can play with. What do you think Ah-may?” Amber looked at Ah-may, a grin appearing on her face. Staring at her straight in the eyes, it was as though she had no emotion, as if she really was hollow and empty inside.

The sky suddenly began to turn black. Crashes of thunder could be heard creeping up in the distance. Amber’s eyes seemed to glaze over, and although they were black, they seemed to have a dim glow. Gritting her teeth she held the ball up in the air. As she did so the deep burgundy began to mix with black and reds inside the glass like outer shell.

Whilst Tiyana helped Ah-may up from the ground Suki stood infront of them, ready to protect them from what ever Amber was going to throw at them.

Amber took one glance at Ah-may. Their eyes meeting Ah-may could now read her face and emotions. She could see the anger and pain Amber felt inside. Amber could too read Ah-mays fear and confusion.

The dark clouds now released large lightning bolts all firing into the sphere in Amber’s hands. The ball seemed to be charging with the power of the lightning. The ball suddenly released a stream of fire flowing straight towards Jafet in the distance. 

As quick as the three noticed where the fire was headed, a large explosion erased any trace of the city that had once been there. The glow of the large flames covered any signs of the city. Jafet had vanished in the blink of an eye. 

Suki stood in shock, not able to take her gaze from the burning mass that lay before her. Tiyana on the other hand, began to feel faint. She fell to her knees, a tear or two running down her cheek unable to say anything, she choked on the words of shock that were stuck in her throat.

Ah-may turned to Amber, her frustration showing in her burning face. Amber seemed to be slightly weakened by the attack on Jafet. Ah-may held out her staff, wanting to attack Amber. Holding out the orb again a sudden black hole appeared behind Amber. Looking at Ah-may with the look of great satisfaction and joy, she stepped through, and vanished.

Ah-may ran after her, trying to reach the portal before it closed. Tiyana and Suki ran after her. As the hole began to close the three stepped through, just in time.

