Chapter three  

A personal vendetta or two 

Looking around them, the trio were trapped in a labyrinth of dead and broken trees. All that lay around them were old decaying logs and tall dead trees that looked centuries old. Climbing through the maze they tried to follow Ambers fading shadow. Dodging through the undergrowth and trunks that blocked their path her shadow became ever more distant and seemed to almost completely fade away. After what seemed like hours of ducking and dodging, Amber’s shadow had disappeared, but the three still continued forward in the hope of catching up with her.

Coming to a clearing they raised their swords ready to attack, only to confirm their suspicions that they had lost her. Now being able to see the sky, all that could be seen were thick black clouds, thunder and lightning echoed all around. 

A flash of lightning fell before them in the opening, and in the millisecond of light they saw a figure sitting on the opposite side of the clearing. 

Unaware of who or what it was, Suki held her broad sword back ready to strike if she needed to. Cautiously walking forward she began to worry, and she was getting shivers down her spine, not of fear but adrenaline. She gripped the hilt of the sword tighter, a way of releasing the mass of energy pumping through her body. 

Another stroke of lightning re-lit the clearing once again showing the figure. Suki could tell it was a form of human and not much more. 

Suki looked back to Tiyana signaling for her to come forward. Tiyana now became the spokesperson of the group. "Who are you. Come out of those shadows" she demanded. Her frail voice broke as she spoke, her nerves showing.

The figure could be seen standing. Whoever it was, they were about six-foot tall, which virtually towered over the five foot teenagers.

They walked forward into the dim light of the clearing to show themselves. It was a man, looking very youthful yet mature, around 19, his short thick white hair adding on years. He was as tall as the girls had thought and very thin.

He wore a dull white jacket with silver decoration around the cuffs, a pair of tight white colored trousers, and in his pocket rested a flute type instrument.

Now out in the center of the opening several feet from Suki and Tiyana, he bowed elegantly.

"There is need for your weapons. As you can clearly see, I have no weapons, just a small flute." The gentleman said taking the flute from his pocket and holding it up for them to see.

Suki looked at the small flute the man had just presented to them. Looking up to him, an innocent yet irritating smile spread across his face. Not really wanting to Suki placed her sword back into its holster. 

Ah-may stepped forward to introduce them. " Sorry, let me introduce you. This is Tiyana and Suki." she said pointing to each to identify which was which. "And I am.."

"Ah-may. I know" the man interrupted. 

"How did you know who I was?" Ah-may questioned.

"Well you have just come out of the warp from Jafet, and the staff you are holding holds the royal symbol. It was quiet easy to put the pieces together."

Suki, Ah-may and Tiyana were shocked. A warp hole? It sounded a little too far fetched, but politely they over looked the fact, they were a bit more concerned that they had apparently come through the said warp holes and into another dimension with a man who already knew who they were without asking. 

"You know of Jafet?" Tiyana continued.

"I know about all of the dimensions in our universe. I am the keeper."

"Keeper?" Tiyana questioned.

"Keeper of the warps. I have been ever since the death of my older brother Nitra. He tried to pass through a portal and got lost in the warp, yet somehow you were able to pass through like the other one."

Other one? Could he possibly be talking of Amber?        

"What other one?"

"Yes, I think she said her name was Amber. Ran through here faster than a polecat she did. "

"Where did she go sir?" Ah-may asked, trying to establish any sort of leads as to where her sister had gone. He pointed to a wall of trees, so thick it looked like a mouse could not clamber through.

"She went to Glacia. Heard about that place. The land is like a desert, no village is within a hundred miles from the next. Can you imagine what the people are like. Lonely, secluded and not very friendly. I don’t know why she wanted to go there."     

"But how did Amber get through those trees?" Suki asked questioningly. Looking up and down the cliff face that stood before them, there was surely no way in which any manner of living thing could fit through.

"That’s another warp hole."

Ah-may thought for a while. If her sister went through the warp, could she follow? But what if she became lost between the warps as Nitra did? It seemed strange really. There was a point, not really all that long ago, that she longed to see her sister, to welcome her and possibly create a bond to replace the one she had shared with her mother. Now, all she felt was bordering along the lines of hate, and a thirst for revenge against her.

Ah-may began "could we follow her through."

"Well, you could Ah-may, but I am not so sure about your friends. You hold one of the relics, you have a kind of power that protects you as you travel between worlds, your friends don’t seem to have anything near the amount of power needed to transport themselves through. Yet again , all three of you did manage to pass through the warp to here."

The relics?  How did Amber get through if you needed the relics. "The orb" Ah-may blurted out.

The ball that Amber had used to destroy Jafet must have been the missing relic. The second in the set given to the rulers of Jafet to enforce their power. Amber had somehow found the relic that no-one knew still existed. 

"How do we follow her?"

"No you can't" a voice came from behind them.  Sitting on the rock on which the trio had first seen the mans shadow, sat a young women, looking younger than the youthful man before them. She had long periwinkle green hair, flowing down to the back of her knees, even though it was tied up quiet high up the back of her head. 

She wore a dress that cut off at the knees, with long draping sleeves, which was also a dull white colour. Around the rim of the dress and the sleeves was an ice blue stripe of colour. And around her neck was a necklace with a small butterfly pendant.  She stood swiftly and walked towards the gentle man, straight past the three girls as if they were not there.

"You promised Nitra you would guard the portals, and you have already allowed one person to wonder through. I will not allow it any more Kyra, this isn’t what you were put here to do."

"Would you rather them stay here with us. I am sick and tired of sitting here trying to calm this planet. The warps can not be controlled anymore than they already are. Not even Nitra could do anything, and he was stronger than the two of us. He was in his prime when this all started up again, he was at his strongest." he spat back at the girl.

"Oh grow up bro. You should have stopped him. It's your fault he's gone. Now you owe him. You have to take his place and protect this planet."

"Bro?" Suki asked confusingly. She was an only child and by looking at the two sibling relationships she had seen in the past thirty minutes, she was glad about it. 

The womens attention was abruptly drawn back to the three girls standing before her. 

"I'm Amelia and this is my older brother Kyra. We are ment to guard these warps and the planet that they inhabit not letting any one or anything pass through.” The girl said in an irritatingly snobbish voice.

“But for the past fifteen years, the warps have been going out of control. We have had to calm the planet but it has almost been a loss. And no-one else wants to take the responsibility." Kyra added, his voice in a sort of monotone lecturing voice.

"Well, who can calm a planet?" Tiyana asked.

"A god of course idiot." Amelia replied, still rather annoyed by their presence.

"Gods?" the three girls spat out at once.

"Were not gods. We are cousins of the gods, gifted with powers that our parents inherited." Kyra corrected his sister. "And I am sick and tired of trying to win a loosing battle. I do not want to spend eternity here!" Kyra said, continuing their argument.

"And where are you gonna go."

Kyra held his breathe. He realized that no matter where he wanted to go, and how much he wanted to leave, he still had only one place to go, and he was trapped there already.  Although with the power he inherited, he couldn’t help but feel a great sense of fear. Looking over to the nearby warp hole, Kyra remembered when his brother tried to leave. He felt the same frustration and anguish as Kyra felt now, and he managed to go through. Unfortunately, there were no indications that he exited the warp. His escence seemed to disappear. Without knowing what exactly happened to his brother, he did not want to leave and find out that he was trapped for eternity, with no way of escaping. Amelia knew the risks also, and always encouraged against trying to pass through a portal. Letting people enter and exit would only encourage him to leave, so Suki, Ah-may and Tiyana’s presence was unwanted.

A silence fell upon the opening. Suki and Tiyana looked at each other as if questioning each other as to what to do next. Ah-may looked back to the two standing behind her asking the same question.

“Why are you following that girl anyway?” Amelia spat out, trying to break the irritable silence that surrounded them.

Ah-may froze a moment in thought. Why was she following Amber? In the spur of the moment, Ah-may had given chase through the portal, but why, what could she do, what did she think she was going to do if she had caught her? Ah-may forgot about the question and continued processing her thoughts. Why had she dragged Tiyana and Suki through with her, how would she get back, but then again. What did she have to go back to? 

Through her minds eye, she re-watched the scene that she had witnessed not more than an hour ago. The sky that suddenly turned to blackness, the fire that stretched out to her city, the moment that her life and her whole purpose in life had been erased. What could she do now?

Suki and Tiyana had taken upon themselves the responsibility of explaining their plait to Kyra and Amelia, explaining how their home town was destroyed and why they were searching for amber, but just as Ah-may questioned, Amelia asked what they expected to do, and just as Ah-may had done, the two were unable to answer them. 

Much to Amelia’s disapproval, Kyra had offered that the three of them could stay with them until they figured out what they were going to do. Amelia and Kyra led the three through the thick woods around the clearing and soon they came to a worn path. This soon led to two large black iron gates with golden décor which resembled text Tiyana had often seen in the ancient scriptures in the palace library. Behind the iron gates, was a large house, ivy and vines climbing around it nearly covering its exterior.

On entering the house, Suki and Tiyana were surprised to find how richly decorated everything was. On looking at the outside of the house, it seemed to be old and hidden away from the world and the situation that the two were in made it seem like they had nothing good in this world, but inside, it seemed that Kyra and Amelia lived a life of permanent luxury.

Kyra showed the three teenagers the downstairs layout of the building, whilst Amelia stormed up the large staircase which split to two separate sides of the building and around to the front of the house. Kyra concluded his tour of the ground floor by taking the girls to the dining room, where there were four large meals lay out on the long oak table. Suki and Tiyana’s eyes lit up and their stomachs began to growl. They had not eaten for nearly a day now and they were hungry. Ah-may was still lost in her own mind and didn’t really care to eat anything. She felt that if she ate anything, feeling as angry, upset and nocuous as she did, she would throw it back up again. Instead she requested that she lay down somewhere. Suki and Tiyana stopped looking at the food and turned to their friend, as if her not eating entitled them to go hungry. “No you two eat something. I’ll be fine. I just need to lie down.” 

Kyra led Ah-may up the stairs and round to the front of the house, which now seemed larger in size as it did when they first arrived. Ah-may was shown to a room where there were three beds, each readily made and ready to be slept in. Kyra walked over to a small cupboard and took out a nightgown and dressing gown and handed them to Ah-may. She looked up at him, now only just realizing how tall he was. She was up to just above his shoulder height, which seemed tall to her as she did not know many people taller than herself. The only other person that she could remember was taller than her, was her mother. Ah-may dropped her head, and tried to hold back the tears. “Thank you Kyra for your kindness.” she whispered, trying not to sound as though she was crying.

Kyra took his right hand and raised it to Ah-may’s chin and lifted it slightly. “Though you are a princess, you still have emotions. Don’t keep them trapped inside.” He gazed into her eyes with a sense of caring and kindness which made Ah-may feel a little more secure than she had earlier. Trapped in her own thoughts, she had tried to find a way of preventing what had happened to her city, she blamed herself, and she had betrayed her mother in letting this happen to her people. She felt it was her fault, and now she had no purpose or reason to continue. Since she was born she had been raised to rule over the land of Jafet, and now that was gone so was her purpose.

 Ah-may said nothing, but stopped holding back to tears which now flowed over her cheeks. Kyra took his hand from her face and placed it around her shoulders pulling her into him. Ah-may accepted the comforting embrace and cried into Kyra’s silken jacket explaining how she felt.

“I’m sorry.” Ah-may said as she dried the last tears from her eyes. “I should learn to compose myself. I am fine now thank you.” She gently pushed herself away from Kyra, trying not to offend him. She quickly turned from him and tried to disguise the feelings she felt once again. “Hey it’s okay, anytime.” Kyra smiled back at her.

He stood in the doorway of the room thinking of something else to say, but his mind seemed blank as he stared at Ah-may and she stared back. “Well, I’m sure that you need some sleep after what you’ve been through, I shall leave you to rest now princess. Good night.” And with that Kyra turned and left Ah-may alone, feeling much better after talking to Kyra, but slightly embarrassed. She had never really hugged anyone before and felt so comforted and warm.

Suki and Tiyana were sat downstairs in the dining room finishing off a small portion of the meals they had been served. Kyra came back in to join them and sat at the end of the table where his plate was set. 

“Is Ah-may okay?” Suki asked as she finished her mouthful of food. 

“Just tired, in shock I suppose. She hasn’t really taken in all that has happened yet.” Kyra explained as he sat in his chair. He examined the other two girls at the opposite end of the table whose expressions had changed suddenly. The two glanced at each other, then quickly faded their gaze downwards as though remembering themselves what they had thought at the time amber had destroyed their homes. 

“Well what are you all gonna do now then. Your not staying here forever you know.” Amelia exclaimed as she swiftly entered the room.

Kyra rolled his eyes in a ‘not this again’ sort of fashion.

“I guess now we go after amber.” Tiyana said weighing up their options.

“We can’t let ‘er get off scott free after what she did. I’ll never forgive ‘er for it.” Suki butted in.

Amelia snickered. “What’s so funny?” Suki spat out in a sudden rage.

“I guess you know where she's gone, how to pass through the warps, where to go if shes leapt again. I suppose you’ve thought about that hmm?” Amelia pointed out sarcastically.

Suki bowed her head and gritted her teeth. Though she hated to admit it, Amelia was right. She hadn’t really thought about anything after they leapt into this world, she just knew that she wanted revenge. Tiyana too felt a little bewildered as to their future. Just as Ah-may had done, Tiyana thought about the task she was assigned, to tutor Ah-may, but now there was no reason for her being their, when Jafet was destroyed, her duty kind of went with it.

“You both need to support each other and Ah-may, otherwise none of you will get through this.” Kyra said rejoining the conversation. “Right now I think it better you try to clear your heads and not think about what's happened tonight.”

“Easy for you ta say.” Suki muttered under her breath.

