Chapter Six

A not so pleasant welcome home from the pet cat
“Wakey Wakey.”

“A-wha”

“WAKE UP!”

Ah-may drearily opened her eyes. She blinked regaining her focus as the blur before her formed into Amelia. “It’s about time. You were out for ages.” Ah-may sat up trying to remember what they had just been through. “I guess the portal took something out of you this time. Don’t worry it will wear off.” 

Ah-may tried to stand but staggered backwards. Amelia took her arm and guided her back to her feet. “What happened.” “Don’t you remember. You’re home.” Some sort of electrical surge seemed to kick Ah-may back to herself, her memories coming back to her suddenly. She began to lift her head but quickly reversed her action and instead looked at the dewy grass below her feet. 

“What’s the matter with you?” Amelia spat out. It was clear what was wrong with her. Her arms began to shake as Amelia held her steady. Fear and anxiety caused Ah-may to shake. Anxiety to see what was left of Jafet, and fear of what she will find. As she became stable she pulled her arm away from Amelia and began to walk on her own. “where are the others. They wouldn’t have left without us would they?” Amelia turned to her with a look on her face that did not show surprise at this statement. “No that’s probably what he WOULD do. And with you sleeping all that time we probably won’t catch up with him for hours. “We should get moving then.” Ah-may insisted as she began to walk further, expecting Amelia to follow. “No.”

Ah-may turned round to see Amelia kneeling down on the grass. “but you said that they are hours ahead. We need to go an” she was cut short “We don’t need to do anything. I can finally have a break.” “from doing what.” Ah-may spluttered. Thinking about the last two days, Amelia had done nothing that Ah-may would consider tiring. “Never you mind. Anyway, I’m not wondering around some strange place with no protection. No way.” “Well we will be alright together, come on.” Amelia gave another confused look which drew Ah-may in with curiosity as to its meaning. “You have just witnessed that huge thing Amber threw at us. And that was in a place where no monsters are supposed to live. And, no offence love, but you didn’t really knock it flying did you. And you want to swan off in some unknown place where a whole array of monsters dwell. That’s smart… REAL  smart.” Ah-may turned and placed her hands on her hips looking very aggravated. “Well I’ve lived here all my life, I know my way around so it isn’t a strange place and I’ve never seen any monsters here.” 

Amelia took her hands and placed them behind her head. She then lay back on the grass and closed her eyes as if ready to fall asleep. “Okay, you go. I’ll come find your corpse when the others find me.” Ah-may began to walk along the plain, but turned back to the “sleeping” Amelia. She wouldn’t mind walking around on her own for a while, it would give her time to think, but she couldn’t just leave Amelia in this so called strange place. She walked back to where Amelia was lying and sat down. “Okay, I’ll stay here with you, but in the morning we leave.” “okay.” Came a joyful voice from behind the silhouette lying on the ground.

Ah-may lay her head on the grass and gazed up at the canopy of trees that created a sort of umbrella above her. Through the leaves she could see the stars. She remembered the times when she used to watch the stars as she went to sleep as a child. She always loved Jafet at night. It was always so peaceful.

The leaves on the trees began to rustle as a cold breeze blew through the plain. Ah-may turned on her side placing her back towards the breeze and hunching into a small ball trying to keep warm. Her peace was disturbed as a high pitched giggle came from Amelia’s direction. She turned and lifted her head to see what Amelia was doing but all she could see was a black silhouette. She seemed to still be asleep. Ah-may came to the assumption that Amelia was dreaming and so closed her eyes and turned over and lay her head on the grass. “Oh shoot” Ah-may thought as a piece of grass poked her in the eye. She rubbed her eyes and blinked a couple of times. 

“there that’s…WHAT THE BLOODY HELL.”

Ah-may somehow fell over herself trying to get up and landed promptly on her behind and began to drag her self away from the vision before her. “What do you think you ar AHHHHH!” Amelia yelled. Having been promptly awakened, Amelia crawled over to where Ah-may was now sitting holding her staff out in front of her, the spearhead only inches away from the things face, the frantic shaking of Ah-may’s hands made it very difficult for her to hold the staff steady. “SEE I TOLD YOU… I BLOODY WELL TOLD YOU THERE WERE MONSTERS AROUND HERE!” A small high pitched giggle came from the direction of the small thing hidden in the shadows of the tree. “It was you.” Ah-may hissed. “yup. You look so silly.”

The voice was not what Ah-may had expected, and by the look of dismay on Amelia’s face that soon turned into an expression of shock, she thought the same thing. This thing, what ever it was, was nothing more than a mere child. The two slowly stood up, Ah-may still clasping her staff in the direction of the child.

“wha…what are you?” Ah-may asked

“What are you doing” Amelia hissed at her.

“Shut up a minute will you” she hissed back.

“hee hee, you really are as stupid as they say.” The shadow giggled as it seemed to move closer.

Ah-may and Amelia both flinched as the thing moved closer. It moved further and further out of the shadows until, in the starlight, it’s form was totally revealed.

“It’s nothing but a cat.” Amelia blurted out.

“A what?” Ah-may asked. 

“Never mind, you’ll soon find out.” Amelia answered as she stepped closer observing it’s appearance. It was like a cat, it’s body was covered in fur and large ears were protruding from the top of it’s head. It had a tail continuing from it’s spine and a button nose. “In one of the dimensions known as earth, they have creatures like these known as cats, but they are smaller than this. Small enough to sit on your lap, but here they are about the size of a normal elf. Judging from the size of this one she can’t be older than ten.”

Ah-may looked on in wonder. This was a creature that she never knew existed in her world. She too examined the form before her, and as it began to stand from its sitting position, it stood to above Ah-mays hip, which sure enough was the size of the children she had seen playing in the city streets. “Do these cits have wings too?” Ah-may asked. “Why do you ask that?” “Well this one does.” Amelia walked around the small infant, and sure enough it did have two leathery wings sprouting from  its back. The small catlike creature also had hair like that of an elf. This child’s hair was waist length and a royal blue colour.

“What are you staring at?” The child asked innocently. “Oh were sorry, we didn’t mean to stare.”

“Where do you come from?” Amelia asked still taking in the girls appearance. “Um...I…I don’t remember.” The little girl said lowering her head. Ah-may stepped closer to the infant. She raised her hands and made to rest them on the child’s shoulders. “that’s okay, do you want to come with us. Were going to find somewhere to stay tomorrow.” “Oh really” the girl said happily clasping her hands together as if begging to come with them. “BLINX!”

The small child flinched at the sound coming from behind the trees. “BLINX!” the sound came again.

“oops.” Said the small girl. “um…girly” began Amelia, her voice quivering again. “What is that?” the girl took a breathe ready to answer, but before she could a silhouette appeared before them.

“I thought I told you not to run off.” The shape seemed to stagger back noticing that Ah-may and Amelia were present. The form suddenly seemed to snap in two, its upper body falling to the floor so its hands were holding it up, so it now looked like a cat walking. It pounced at Ah-may who pushed the girl back so she didn’t get hurt. The form held Ah-may to the ground holding her by the shoulders and almost sitting on her stomach. As it sat there it hissed at Ah-may which in turn caused Amelia to freeze with fear. 

Ah-may struggled trying to get out of the tight grip. The body pushed her back to the ground again with force. Looking up, Ah-may noticed that the starlight showed the body to be like that of the small girl. Fur covered it from head to it’s very large cat-like feet, with claws digging into the ground allowing it to hold her there with strong force. A tail trailed along the floor, slightly crooked and motionless. The form was obviously male by looking at its face, which too had a button nose. 

“Corban leave her alone.” Said the young girl. “she wasn’t going to hurt me. She wanted to look after me.”

“you don’t need any looking after from the likes of them.” Said the young male. His deep voice sounding very angry though not harsh. “what do you mean by the likes of us?” Ah-may spat out struggling from underneath his weight “ Get off me.” Ah-may gave up struggling. She couldn’t move underneath him, and struggling was getting her no where. The boy looked her straight in the eye. He held his gaze as if trying to read what her next actions might be. Seemingly satisfied, the cat boy loosened is grip and stood beside Ah-may waiting for her to get up. “Now go.” The cat commanded. Ah-may stood rubbing her shoulders. She looked over to Amelia who was watching the boy intently. Now standing his loose hair fell back into place showing two cat ears, but unlike the girls, whose reached up from her head, the males dropped down beside his head almost blending into his hair totally.

The cat turned his head towards Amelia glaring at her. Seeing that she was staring he hissed, showing his pointed teeth. “Come on Amelia.” Called Ah-may, who picked up her staff from the grass.  The girl glanced over the staff as she walked towards the older boys side. “pwitty.” He looked down at her to see where she was looking. He too noticed the staff. The boys head quickly flinched from the staff to Ah-may, a look of surprise on his face. 

Without looking at the two cats Ah-may stood and began to walk away trying to keep her dignity after being “chased off”. Amelia walked after her. “Bye Girly.” She said as she caught up with Ah-may. The two stood and watched them leave, and from behind the boys leg, the girl waved good bye as they crossed the plains.

“How dare he, where does he have the right.” Ah-may mumbled as she stammered onward as she still looked down to the floor. “sneaking up on people like that, scaring them half to death, what nerve.” Ah-may?” “WHAT?!” Ah-may spun around on the spot to face Amelia. Her face was beginning to burn red showing her absolute frustration. Amelia stood looking blankly at the red plum only centimeters from her face. “shut up.” Ah-may stood taken aback as Amelia brushed past her knocking her shoulder. “Don’t stand here and complain about that fact that your too much of a coward to stand up for yourself.” Ah-may nearly choked on these words. “I’M the coward? Who was the one that beat off that huge…thing that Amber had with her? And if I remember right I was not the one hiding behind someone when that fur covered what-you-call-it came flying out of the bushes.”

“The name’s Corban.”

Ah-may again was taken aback as the familiar deep voice was heard behind her. Amelia turned from where she stood and flinched once again at the sight of him. “YOU!” Ah-may shrieked at him. “You know…I don’t know anyone who is dumb enough to get asked to leave their own land.” As he finished his words, the young cat-girl walked up beside him and stood behind his leg. “How dare you.” Ah-may said clenching the staff in both hands so tight that her knuckles were turning white. “You know who she is then?” asked Amelia who had walked back to her ‘comrade’. The cat-boy now known to be Corban nodded his head slightly. “I am the queen of Jafet, and I order you to get of my land!” Ah-may hissed pointing behind her, not knowing if that was on her land or not. She didn’t really care. She felt insulted being in the boy’s presence and so anywhere away from her was a good place for him to be. 

“now you see princess.” “that’s queen you moving rug. Now get of my land” “I’m not on your land.” Ah-may relaxed her shoulders and showed a surprised expression on her face. Amelia was looking slightly confused. “but you said that” “I said that I was on your land, but know your on my land.” Ah-may felt about ready to faint. She knew what was coming “and now you have to do what I say.” Just as she could feel herself falling, Ah-may forced herself to lean against the staff, saving her the embarrassment of falling flat on her face in front of everyone. “and I say, come with me.” Amelia shook her head in disbelief. “what did you say?” Corban walked up beside her and leant in to her ear and said in a soft monotone voice “I said come…with….me.” he then began to walk away with the young girl at his tail. Amelia began to walk on after him. 

“W…where do you think your going.” Ah-may asked grabbing at Amelia’s sleeve. “He said to follow him.” She replied pulling her arm free. “And this is standing up for yourself, is it?” Amelia did not answer her but continued to walk. Ah-may stood and watched them. Why should I go with them. It’s not like we need him. I don’t need Amelia either. Ah-may thought. Why should I follow Amelia. I’ll stay here. I’ll refuse to go. 

Corban looked around to see Ah-may sitting on the floor. Amelia turned and watched also. “She won’t come. Not while she’s in this mood.” Corban gave a smile. “yes she will. BlinX.” The young cat-girl turned to look at him. “go an get her. She’ll come with you.” “okay.” said the young girl as she knelt over and ran on all fours.  Amelia turned up to him. “I’m telling you she won’t come.” 

Ah-may sat watching the girl run towards her. I’m not going no matter what she says. Ah-may said to her self firmly. But then she began to contemplate and challenge her own thoughts. Why not? It won’t be that bad will it? But do I need to go, No! but then again what will I do out here? On my own. And like Corban said I’m not in my home any more. 

“Will you come with us?” asked the young girl still standing on all fours. At this height she was eye level with Ah-may. Ah-may looked in the girls eyes for a moment. Say yes. Say yes. “okay.” With that the young girl ran back to Corban and Amelia. Ah-may stood and began to follow. Amelia’s mouth dropped. “how did BlinX do that?” Corban gave another smile. “I still got it.”

