Chapter seven

One billion light years away

“I don’t like this. Where the bloody ‘ell are they?”

The duo rolled their eyes. Tiyana and Kyra were now sick and tired of hearing the rant and Suki’s continual tapping on the log she was perched on as Tiyana tried to heal her wounds after fighting the beast. 

“if your going to repeat the same thing over and over again.” Said Kyra lifting his head from out of his arms “then at least learn how to say it in a proper manner.” And with that he slouched his head back onto his knees and placed his arms around it.

“what do ya mean in a proper manner? Are you trying to say I talk funny?” Suki tried pushing herself up to grab Kyra, but Tiyana, now having regained her strength, pinned her back to the log. Suki’s wounds were healing now, but large bruises and gashes could still be seen on Suki’s back and chest. The beast only hit her a total of three times, but the amount of strength that it possessed proved very overwhelming.

“You can’t do anything until I’ve finished this. Hold still.” Tiyana said as if commanding, but it came out more like a whispering plea. Tiyana was never very good at confrontation of any kind.

Suki tutted and lay her chin on her hands patiently waiting for Tiyana to finish. Kyra looked up from where he was sitting ad looked over to Tiyana. She was not healing Suki with bandages or cleaning them with water, but now he was actually paying attention he noticed that Tiyana’s clasped hands were glowing. 

“How are you doing that?” he asked pointing to her hands. “It’s rude to point ya know.” Suki butted in before Tiyana could answer. Tiyana glared at the back of Suki’s head for a split second and then took a breathe to answer the question. “It’s elven magic. My mother taught me.” Tiyana moved her hands away from Suki’s back and unclasped her hands to show Kyra a small black looking pebble with a small silvery mark on it looking very much like a bird. “these are called Elf Stones. It is a source of power. The user invokes the power within the stone and then can use it to their will.” 

“Then what is that mark on it?” Kyra asked stepping forwards to take a closer look. “That is the symbol of the phoenix. This stone invokes the healing powers of the phoenix, and that is how I am closing Suki’s wounds.” “luckily for me” Suki continued “Tiyana can invoke their power. Only a select few can do so. The descendants of an old white mage. Only three people in Jafet can..” Suki stopped. Thinking about what she had just said, she had to regretfully rephrase the sentence “only three people in Jafet could use them. Now it is only Tiyana.” Suki and Tiyana both seemed saddened again. Kyra on the other hand was laughing inside. Suki had finally said something with out an accent or abbreviation, but I guess this wasn’t the time to giggle about it.

Once Tiyana had closed Suki’s wounds to the extent that they were no longer a problem, the three sat and decided what their action plan would be. Kyra had pointed out that he could feel that Ah-may and Amelia did come through the warp, so they were definitely in the land of Jafet. But the question arose as to why they did not all exit out of the same warp. And why they had not passed through the Warp plane to cross over dimensions. Kyra did not know the answers but didn’t forget about the questions. They would be answered latter.

“Do you recognize this area?” Kyra asked the two girls. “Well it looks like the other side of the hills. There used to be a river that flowed along the side of these hills and down to Jafet, but I cant see the river anywhere.” Suki answered. Using her acute senses proved not to pinpoint them any further. 

“Is there no where else we can go until morning?” Suki surveyed the landscape now trying to see a town or small cottage in the hills. “There is another town near here. But I don’t think it would be respectful to go there.” Tiyana said. Head down. “Where is there near here?” Suki queried. “The closet group civilization on these planes is the town of the Válantians. The home of Sonar.” Tiyana said looking angrily at Suki. To hearing this Suki seemed very angered also and went back to surveying the landscape.

“Did I miss something here?” Kyra asked seeing the look they had just given each other. “The Válantians. They began a war with Jafet 18 years ago. They tried to steal the relics that Ah-may’s grandmother Lady Ih-may owned. Two years later, at the end of the war, Sonar, their leader killed Lady Ih-may. We could never get her body back for the descending rituals that takes their souls to the next life. The rumour is that they took her body and the second relic. The orb.” It had never crossed her mind until she said it out loud, but if  the Válantians had taken the orb, Tiyana thought, then how come Amber had it?

“I can’t see anywhere else.” Suki said finally. She looked at Tiyana waiting for an answer. In times like his, Tiyana was the one who knew what to do. Well I refuse to go to the Válantian town, so we will have to see if we can find shelter in either the mountains or in those woods over their, she said pointing along the plane a couple of miles. “Okay then,” said Kyra “let’s head for those woods. Then we can get some wood together and start a fire.

The three stood and began to pick up their bags. Suki’s bag was rather large for  girl, Kyra thought. And she was injured. No way should she be carrying a bag like that. “Do you need a hand with that?” he asked as Suki pulled the two straps over her shoulders. “No, I’m fine. You think I can’t carry a small bag like this.” Kyra was taken aback. “a small bag?”

Tiyana was now set to go. Kyra had all of his belongings and Suki was busy constantly convincing Kyra that she could handle the large bag that she was carrying. The three set off walking along the uneven plane towards the woodland. The night had turned colder and the sky brighter as the two moons shone brightly. These two moons caught Kyra’s attention and he seemed rather fixed on them. The sky in the warp world had been clouded over for so long he had forgotten what the moon had looked like. And now he had two to owe at. 

“I wonder if Ah-may and Amelia have found anywhere to stay.” Suki stated breaking the silence. “Ah-may’s never left Jafet before and probably doesn’t know her way around out here.” “Don’t worry about those two, they will be fine.” Kyra said still looking at the sky. “And how do you know? Ya’ don’t even know where ‘bouts on this god forsaken spit of land the two landed.” “but I know that they are here. And anyway, I would sense if something happened to Amelia.” “and what about Ah-may hmm...can you sense her? NO. so for all we know, the two got split up and Ah-may in’t even with you dear baby sister.” 

“Suki, calm down. Ah-may will be fine, you saw the power she had against that beast and even you couldn’t defeat it.” Tiyana silently reassured her.

“Gee, thanks for that.” Suki said over her shoulder.

“I didn’t mean it like that. You are the strongest fighter in Jafet and it was so powerful you could not defeat it, and Ah-may has more power than that beast. She will be fine with the rodents we have around here. There nothing compared to that.”

As she finished the three came to a small recess surrounded by trees. It looked like a nice space to spend the night. Not in the open but with easy access to open space if they needed it. Suki sat on the dewy grass crossed armed and crossed legged. See I told ya we should’av come ‘ere. This is nice.” Suki said admiring the space Kyra had pointed out. They settled quite easily in the space and set about trying to sleep on the ground, which was surprising since all three were used to sleeping on mattresses their whole lives. All three had nearly been asleep when… 

“Tiy” came a small voice, breaking the silence of the tranquil night.

“what is it?” Tiyana said, here eyes still closed. She was facing away from Suki and had been moments away from being fast asleep. 

“I’ve bin thinkin’.” Whispered Suki.

“You know that leader of the Válantians,”

“yes”

“I thought he died a few years back.”

“yes, and what of it?”

“Well, um, who is their leader now then.”

“what do you mean?” asked Tiyana now curiously looking over her shoulder to look at Suki.

“ Well, if the old guy died, well doesn’t that mean that someone else runs that tribe now?”

“I think it was either Sonar’s son or his nephew.”

“Yeah, an’ what’s his name?” 

###

“Corban!”

The cub turned whilst still walking. “What is it now?” 

“I’m tired. Can we rest pretty please.” Said the girl, clasping her hands together pleading with the boy.

“No.”

“Oh. Fine.” Said Amelia with a humph. Amelia now began to jog to catch up with the two cats and her maiden companion. “We rested not so long ago. Are you still tired?” said BlinX waiting for her.

“Well what do you expect. We have been walking for most of the night and you lot made me run most of the way here.” Stammered the demi-god. “I shouldn’t have to do things like this.”

Ah-may was walking with Corban at the front. Ah-may did not speak, but simply walked on looking continuously at the ground. Corban often took deep breathes ready to make conversation with the girl, but every time he tried, he could not bring himself to say anything.

Had she figured out who he was, is that why she had said nothing. Or does she simply not like other people. He turned to her once again, about to ask her weather or not she would like a rest. As he turned, he saw it. The staff, the thing that she clasped so tightly as if willing never to let it go. This caused Corban to look away once again. He could not bring himself to do it. How could he be friendly with the grand-daughter of the women that killed his father. 

