Chapter four

Moving ever onward

After Suki and Tiyana finished their meals they were guided up to the room in which Ah-may lay in her bed. Though her eyes were closed, she was not asleep, rather hounded by the thoughts and images of the previous hours. Suki and Tiyana sat in their beds and also thought of events past, thinking back to their own memories. 

Tiyana thought of her mother, her home inside the palace walls the friends and servants that she had grown up knowing. Was their any hope of them surviving such an explosion? Her thoughts were then drawn to her father. The cold gravestone which stood so firmly at the back of the palace. Would she ever see it again? Would she ever be able to talk to him the way she once did. Her powers seemed silent in this world. She had no feelings or emotions of the things around her. The trees, plants, whatever animals that may exist in this warp. None of them spoke to her the way they did in Jafet.

Suki’s mind was not so cluttered with such happy memories. She had never had a mother or father, not that she remembered anyway. She had no friends. Just bullies. Her mind drew to the one happy memory that she held with her. Her extra strength had caused the children of Jafet to fear her and so they did not want her around. Not having a mother and father to run to, she sneaked into the palace, by what means she could not remember, and there she slept safely under a window. She was found the next morning by a girl with short sandy colored hair. She led her into the palace through a back door and gave her a meal and treated her as a friend. She was only six, maybe seven at the time, but when Ah-may led her into the palace she seemed to stay their and ever since their friendship grew stronger. But now the friendship with Ah-may was the only thing she had left. Her job, her responsibility, her home had all gone. 

The next day began early in the morning. Although Kyra re-assured them that it was the morning, the sky and clouds were still the dark and angry shade they were when they went to bed. Amelia was already eating when they reached the dining room. She still didn’t look like she was going to accept that the three were there. She finished her breakfast and left the dining room without saying a word to them even though they had tried several times to make conversation. The most they got out of her was a deep sigh every once and a while. Kyra brought the three girls their breakfast and left swiftly into the room which Amelia had entered.

Tiyana and Ah-may began to eat. Suki ate very slowly as if her attention was drawn away from her food. Her extra sensory skills were excellent for listening to others conversations. Though she didn’t like to boast about the fact that she used her ability in such a way. She whispered to Ah-may and Tiyana to inform them of any appropriate information or comments that were made about them.

“She’s blabin’ on about ‘im leavin’ again.” She commentated.

Tiyana being closest to the door tried to strain her hearing to hear the conversation for herself, but failed to hear more than a faint murmur. “Amelia doesn’t want Kyra leavin' cause she thinks that he’ll be venerable in another world.”

She quickly sat straight in her chair and stopped her commentary. One of them was reentering the room. It was Amelia running through with her hands over her face. She was obviously crying but didn’t want her ‘guests’ to know this. Kyra soon followed and sat opposite Suki and slouched in his chair. 

“Is everything okay? Tiyana asked.

“Yeah.” Kyra replied. “ It’s just a difference of opinion. I want to leave this place and she doesn’t want me too simple as that. I don’t think she’ll ever come around to the idea.”

“Why not? Does she like it ‘er or somethin’.” 

“I don’t know. But we’ve had this argument for years. It’s just recently with you and that other girl coming through it seems that the warps may finally be safe enough for me to pass through.”

“Why don’t you come through with us?” Ah-may blurted out. Kyra looked at Ah-may confusingly not really taking in what she said. “What was that sorry?” 

Ah-may began to blush as all the faces at the table began to look at her. “I... said … why don’t you come with us?” Kyra, Suki and Tiyana didn’t turn away but their expressions changed to that of either confusion or disbelief at the proposal. A sudden silence fell upon the dining room whilst the sound of stamping footsteps could be heard on the stairs outside the room.

“That’s a nice idea Ah-may but……” Kyra began

“Well you want to leave here, we want to leave here,… and…. Well.. maybe we could help each other out. You could leave here with us and help us to find Amber, then you won’t be on your own and we can all stay together and take care of each other.”  Ah-may said open hearted. Kyra leant back in his chair staring slightly at the blushing youth before him. He slowly turned his gaze to Suki and Tiyana reading their confused yet agreeing looks. His attention was then swiftly drawn to the slamming door above him on the next floor. He slowly pushed his chair away from the table and walked silently out of the room. After a few seconds the two demi-gods could be heard talking above them. Suki proffered to leave this conversation to the two of them. She smiled at Ah-may approvingly. “You don’t take ya time do ya?” she smirked. Ah-mays pink cheeks had now turned a shade deeper. Suki walked past Ah-may leaving the room, but not before giving her a patronizing pat on the shoulder. Wide smirk still spread across her lips.

Tiyana on the other hand was still looking confusingly across the table. “You don’t agree with me do you?” Ah-may asked, her cheeks slowly returning to their natural slightly tanned shade. “ it’s just, we don’t know if we can trust him yet. He seems okay… I don’t know something doesn’t seem right to me. It makes sense to take him with us, I just…” Tiyana sighed dismissing her thoughts. “ Never mind … It could just be this atmosphere affecting my judgement, ignore me”. “Don’t give me that, come on, something’s bugging you. Advise me, mentor.” Ah-may sarcastically replied.  “It’s nothing personal to Kyra, its just being here makes me feel uneasy. I don’t know if it's this house, or the magic here, but something doesn’t feel right. Just be careful. Just until I’m sure what it is okay.” Tiyana finished.

Tiyana could make out no noise from the rooms upstairs. Assuming that Kyra and Amelia had finished their conversation Tiyana made her way upstairs. Ah-may sat on her own a few moments staring at the half full plates of food across the table. She then looked down at the nearly empty plate that lay under her nose. Though she was still hungry, as this breakfast was about half the size of the breakfast she was made to eat back at the palace, she decided not to eat anymore, and follow Tiyana and Suki upstairs to make sure they had their belongings so they could leave later that evening. Standing from the table, Ah-may looked up to see that the plates of food that were before her were slowly disappearing. Ah-may jumped a little. Outstretching her hand Ah-may tried to pick up her plate, but her hand passed through it as it disappeared completely from sight. 

Suddenly Kyra popped his head around the door frame, looked at the table and nodded approvingly as if he wanted his table wear to disappear. “Beats cleaning them. Being a god it is so easy to make things disappear and re-appear when ever you want them to.” Kyra said as if answering a question.

“What did Amelia think of the idea?” Ah-may said quickly. Kyra seemed to have to remember what the conversation was about. “Oh, that. She still doesn’t think I should go, but she said that “if I want to leave her then I can.”  He said seeming rather uncomfortable with the wording.

“Yeah but, that means that you can come right. And Amelia will have some more people coming to help her out won’t she?" Ah-may asked trying to make Kyra feel better. Though she tried, Ah-mays words of comfort seemed to be in vain as Kyra still looked rather irritable by Amelia’s disapproving.  “I’ll still come, there’s no chance that I am going to stay here now. I have a reason to be out there now, meeting other people of many different kinds. It’s what I’ve dreamed of for years now, and I’m not going to let Amelia’s mardy attitude get in the way of that.” Kyra and Ah-may both seemed relieved at the sound of these words, for different reasons but still an air of joy seemed to fill the room. 

“I’ll go and start packing then. You should to.” Ah-may said making her way to the stairs.

“Um. Ah-may.” She heard as she reached the first step. Leaning closer and raising his hand to his mouth he began to whisper.

“How do you ‘pack’. I’ve never done it before.” His cheeks now turning pink. The fact that there was something that he was unable to do seemed an embarrassment to him.

###

Walking across an old dusting room, a young maiden walked slowly towards the single window and looked out onto the street below. The ground looked like newly set snow, though she hadn’t seen snow before. This barren wasteland did not have such extravagancies as a cool crisp winter. The ground lay so perfectly still and smooth, and not a grain of sand seemed out of place.

Taking a hold of the curtain, the girl began to walk away from the window, drawing the curtain behind her. Walking over to the single chair and side table in the room, the girl reached deep inside her robes and drew out a sphere shaped item and placed it on the table. Turning her chair to face the orb on the table the girl then rested in it and closed her eyes. When she opened them next they were glazed over, her once hazel colored eyes now an empty black color. “They are leaving tonight. The will come to try and take the orb. We must ensure that this doesn’t happen.” The girls pale face remained emotionless, as did her voice. The odd monotone echo would make anyone who walked in want to exit soon after, but the girl seemed fixated on the orb before her continually glancing through it. “When they arrive make yourself blend in. If you 

meet them do not draw attention to yourself and do not harm them. This isn’t the time. Yet. There will be one that I want you to keep you eye on though. A teenager not like the others. She has long hair and a paler complexion, her face is sweet but her attitude vial. But only watch her.” 

Amber closed her eyes once more. Flickering them open, she glanced around the room as if to remember where she was. She quickly rose to her feet and rushed to the window pulling back the curtain. She glared once more down at the perfect sand floor, yet not really paying attention to what she was looking at. “Ah-may.” She said plainly with a slight smirk.

###

Kyra had just finished “packing” a small bag which, with Ah-may’s guidance, contained food, drink, spare clothes and any personal items that Kyra wanted to take with him. Though Kyra seemed unhappy with his home, he seemed to want to take most of it with him for sentimental reasons, but this was cut down to the bare essentials of hairbrush, favourite spices from his kitchen and he conjured up a small picture of him and Amelia. His small back pack seemed to be near bursting at the seams.

“Why do ya need so much food an’ water Kyra? I thought you conjured that stuff up anyway?” Suki asked walking in as he managed to fasten up the top of the bag. 

“I don’t know what sort of affects leaping through warps will have on me. If I don’t have the energy or power to conjure up any food then I may starve.” Kyra said whilst watching his bag and ensuring it didn’t spring open.

“Yeah but I don’t know anyone who needs that much water and food in a few days.” 

“Well I know what the weather is like in Glacier so I’m making sure I’m prepared.” Kyra said, which seemed to Suki like a very criticizing remark.

Suki walked further into the room dropping her bag on the bed. “Well if you want to take that much stuff.” She said hurling her bag on the bed which was at least double the size of Kyra’s “at least find a big enough bag to put it all in.”

Kyra looked down at his small bag, which by this time had split at the bottom, and the large bag that Suki had just lay down on the bed. He stood up tall and rubbed his hands on his trousers uncomfortably. 

Kyra looked out of the window to his small room. The thick forest and the top of the border wall were all that could be seen out of the small round window. Soon this would just be a memory. He would finally be out of here and doing something.  He gathered Ah-may, Tiyana and Suki together and they waited outside by the large iron gates. Kyra found Amelia and asked her to walk with them to the warp. Together the five of them walked on towards the clearing in which they had all met. Looking at the large entanglement of tree trunks that stood before them, Ah-may, Tiyana and Suki still looked less than optimistic. Kyra reached into his silk-laced pocket and pulled out his flute. It looked nothing special. It was made out of wood, like any other flute would be, but the number of holes in it, and where they were positioned seemed to be impossible to reach one after the other, but Kyra brought the tip to his lips and played. The notes seemed to flow out of it not giving enough time for each individual note to be taken in, but they all blended together beautifully creating the perfect melody. Before them a small black drop like a marble appeared to float in mid air. It was a warp beginning to open. After seconds it had opened to the size of about six feet high. Kyra stood next to the warp, hairs on the back of his neck standing on end. Would he make it through without a scratch, or will he become lost like his brother had. Looking back at Amelia the same fears were shown in her tear full eyes. Ah-may stepped forward facing the warp looking through it trying to see the world that awaited them. She turned to Kyra who urged her forward moving his hand across his body. She moved closer towards the warp ad began to outstretch her hand. The last time she passed through a warp she didn’t realize she was doing it. She let the tips of her fingers pass through the warp. It felt like putting the tips of her fingers in a bowl of water, and when she did so, small ripples emitted from the place her fingers had entered. She slowly lifted a foot and placed it into the warp, the other soon after. 

This time passing through a warp seemed to take longer. Taking the time to realize what was happening this time, Ah-may felt dizzy and nauseous. Her head seemed to spin as she saw nothing but shades varying from dark blue to black that merged together. Ah-may could hear Suki behind her but couldn’t see her, cussing here and there but not making out every word, they seemed muffled. 

Suddenly color surrounded Ah-may, yellows and oranges all at once were thrown into sight. She was standing still in the same position she had been when she entered the warp, but she felt as though she was spinning around in every direction passing through the warp. Suddenly feeling a sharp jab in the back, Ah-may was brought around from her dizziness and confusion when Suki passed through the warp falling on top of her.

“What the bloody ‘ell were that?” Suki continued as she began to pull herself up and dusted herself of. Sand had managed to stick to any available piece of fabric it could find. “Come on. Today’s gonna be a bad day I can see it.” 

Ah-may quickly scurried away from where she had fallen not bothering to stand. As she turned around she found Suki cursing some more trying to push Tiyana off of her whilst having her face pushed into the sand. Ah-may helped Tiyana get to her feet, and in the new found light that began to rise over the horizon she could see that Tiyana had gone from her usual pale complexion, to now even paler, almost blue color. 

“See I told ya. A day couldn’t get any worse.” Taking a moment to think Suki finally realized that if she didn’t move, she would once again be eating sand and be stuck with having to fight Kyra off of her back. She side stepped away from the portal and turned herself around to wait for Kyra to come through. 

A couple of minutes passed and Kyra still hadn’t passed through. The large rippling seal to the warp began to close, first slowly, but as it got smaller and smaller it seemed to disappear faster and faster. The expressions on their faces changed in a blink of an eye, but none of them knew what to do. They couldn’t pass through themselves there wouldn’t be time. Had Kyra been lost like his brother had been. Had he even entered the warp. The three girls began to yell through the warp which now was no bigger than a chair. Kyra being the size he was, would find it hard to fit through if it got any smaller. All three faces dropped suddenly. He wasn’t going to make it through now. 

Suki lifted her head and looked through the portal. “What’s up Suki?” Ah-may asked holding up Tiyana who had turned a slightly lighter shade of blue, which was good considering that she was usually much paler. “I hear somethin’ ” she said getting closer to the warp. “It must be Kyra” she thought as she held her head alongside the water like surface. Suki tried to use her ability of extra sight to see Kyra through the warp but found nothing there. She blinked a couple of times. “I think I….. but it don’t look like it…..But it’s…he’s ” but just before she could finish, she had been thrown to the ground once more, her mouth once again filled with sand, which meant that the immense cussing was silenced to a mere murmur that could not be understood. Tiyana lifted her head slightly. “You!” she said coming face to face with Amelia.

“What are you doing here?” she asked immediately with her new found strength. Ah-may looked over to Kyra who was siting happily on Suki’s back avoiding her swinging arms and kicking feet, yet kept her ears pinned on Amelia and her answer. “Kyra went all pussy foot and didn’t want to come through, so I pushed him through, and in the process” she said with a cheeky ‘innocent look’ on her face “I fell in.” 

Suki began to thrash more now after hearing that Amelia, too, had fallen on top of her. “Why doncha jus’ stick some ruddy trimmins on me ‘ead and use me as a cushion. Get off me ya great fairy!!”

Kyra looked up to Amelia looking very content at causing such a discomfort to Suki. “I’m glad I came now.” It was as though he was trying to cause any grief though, as when he went through the warp ‘Kyra became a little drained of power and energy, and now with numb legs it was impossible for him to stand.

