Chapter five

City on the sand

After waiting about an hour, Kyra was able to walk freely again. He had to be lifted off Suki’s back by Tiyana, Ah-may and Amelia. After she had spit out all of the sand that had filled her mouth as she talked, she continued for another hour cussing at everything that she saw. Kyra sat next to Suki whilst his energy returned to him, with a smirk on his face. When his strength had fully returned to him, the group gathered their things together and got ready to set off. The sun had now risen to sit above them. “We haven’t been here that long.” Tiyana thought to herself as she gazed over the sky. Ah-may was looking over the horizon trying to find somewhere they could go from here. “Kyra, which warp did Amber go through?” Kyra stood silently gazing around the sands that stretched out before them. “Nothing. She must still be here somewhere.” 

“Well can you sense her?” 

“I’m not the person to be asking. That’s your job.” Ah-may looked confused. “what do you mean.” She asked. “It’s too technical to explain now, but she’s your sister. You sensed that she would be on that hilltop last night, and you should” he stressed “be able to pick up her essence.”

“but I dreamt that she would be on that hilltop, I don’t know how to sense her.”

“just concentrated on her, and nothing but her. Think of how she looked on the hilltop, your memories of her. You’ll find her.” Amelia butted in. 

Ah-may closed her eyes and replayed the pain full scenes that were played out the day before. Unknowingly, she began to turn. She took the staff in her hand and held it as she had done on the hilltop, ready to strike. Suddenly she found herself opening her eyes and jousting the staff forward. Before she realized what she was doing she had struck Amelia, her arm cut and bleeding violently. “Watch what you’re doing. Idiot.” She said holding her arm to stop the bleeding.

Rolling her eyes, Suki took of her rucksack and pulled out a small ball of bandages. She looked a little bewildered be the mark on Amelia’s arm, the cut was not very deep but the bleeding was the sort Suki had seen on deep cuts or when a large wound was made. The skin seemed a little burned also, which she had never seen before on a bleeding wound. Not drawing any un-needed attention to the wound she bandaged it up. 

“I thought you said that you two were gods Kyra?” Tiyana asked. 

“What gods can’t bleed.” Amelia spat holding her arm still. Tiyana stood silently and turned away fearing that she had insulted Amelia and Kyra. Suki gritted her teeth trying not to start a row with a demi god.

“Well no, actually, I thought that gods didn’t bleed.”

“Shows what you know. For a PA you sure have bad judgement.”

Ah-may stood by trying to plead Amelia to accept an apology. Looking over the wound and the reddening bandages that now covered it. Whilst doing so Ah-may caught something in the corner of her eye. Standing still for a moment and trying to ignore Amelia’s yelling at her, she tried to focus on what she saw.  “Suki.” She called over interrupting Amelia which seemed to hack her off that little bit more. “Take a look at that for me,” she said pointing to the small black speck on the golden sand “what is it?”  Suki looked over in the direction Ah-may was pointing to squinting as if really trying to focus. “It looks… well it looks like houses.”

The atmosphere suddenly seemed to lift. Amelia stopped her yelling and everyone else held an air of suspense. Without orders, each individual person leapt from the spot in which they were stood and began to make their way in the direction of the small speck. 

After about an hours walking, the blinding heat of the setting sun, and the lack of water mixed with the feeling like they were making no progress, the small group of five had gone from near running, to walking, then crawling, and were now coming to a stand still. Tiyana was the first to collapse, but with Kyra’s help she managed to keep up. Amelia was back to her ranting and complaining but the urge to get to the distant houses was greater than the urge to waste energy telling her to shut up.

“Are we anywhere near yet.” Amelia said as she fell to her knees.

“If I wasn’t hallucinatin’ I’d tell ya.” Suki replied. The heat was making her hallucinate as it was, but with her eyes being extra perceptive the effects seemed to come three fold. 

“Then what bloody good are you.”

“I’m here to kill you at any god given opportunity.” 

“Put your claws away ladies,” Kyra interrupted as he lay Tiyana down on the surprisingly cool sand. “When we ever get to this forsaken place you can quarrel to your hearts content, heck I’ll even put bet on it but please,” he stressed “please let us get there first.”

Looking out onto the horizon, Ah-may could see the same speck that she had first seen near the warp, though they had been walking straight for it for more than an hour, it had gotten, smaller. 

“Please tell me your kidding.” 

Ah-may jumped and looked behind her to see where the voice had come from. “What…”

“The houses… they’ve got smaller… your kidding right?” Kyra asked walking slowly towards her past the worried and hopeless looking faces. 

“H-how d-did you”

“Oh. I though I told you. I,” he said curling his hand towards himself and resting his fingers on his now dusty jacket, “am a psychic.”

Ah-may didn’t know whether to give him an award for the fact, as he seemed so proud about it, or laugh at noticing Amelia behind him mimicking this noticeably rehearsed line.

“well… um… no  you didn’t tell me.” She replied thinking of what she should say to whip the very cocky smirk off the side of his face.  “I might just be hallucinating but it seems that way to me.” 

“No” Amelia whimpered.

“But how could that have happened” Suki asked

“We’re trapped in a loop.” Came a weak voice from the back of the group. “I’ve sensed it for a while now, but I thought that it was just me.” Tiyana said breathlessly. “The people here are so isolated from each other, and that’s how they like it. Every time you think your taking a step forwards, your actually taking a step back.”

“Can’t you just make a warpy thing to take us to it.” Suki moaned.

“It doesn’t work like that, but I wouldn’t expect you to know that.” Amelia said standing up and stretching. “So what are we going to do now, we can’t keep walking like this?” Ah-may asked, worried about how long they could go on in this heat with no place to go. After a couple of minutes contemplation by the group, Kyra had managed to pace around the group at least three times, opened his mouth as if to make a suggestion, and closed his mouth again quickly afterwards throwing whatever ideas he had out of his mind.

There seemed to be no options really. If they stayed where they were, they would all soon dehydrate or worse, and if they were to prevent this unfortunate fate, they had to find a place to stay, which they couldn’t do due to the un-social habits of the people around them.

“what if we went back to the warp?” Tiyana panted

“That warp is to far away now, but there is…” he cut off.

“There is what?” Ah-may asked.

“Well, there is another warp around here, but it leads to…” he cut off again. Ah-may stared at him and waited for him to finish his sentence, even though it was obvious that he didn’t want to. “Well it leads to Jafet.” Ah-may was take aback, as were Suki and Tiyana. The prospect of returning to see what was left of their home had never crossed their mind.

Ah-may took a deep breathe. Though it would be painful there was no other choice. “Okay. We go through the warp, find a warp as quickly as possible and leave.” And with that nothing else was said. The group picked up all their belongings, Tiyana was helped to walk by Suki as Amelia pulled at Kyra’s arm trying to persuade him to carry her the rest of the way. Kyra took out the small flute from his breast pocket and held it out on his flat palm. Amelia took of the small butterfly necklace that she was wearing and held the clasp, allowing the pendant to swing freely below. The two stood side by side and closed their eyes for a brief moment. The small butterfly pendant began to swing freely, and the flute began to spin around of its own accord. After a few moments the two stopped moving and pointed to their left. Kyra and Amelia opened their eyes and followed the direction that the necklace and flute had pointed to. “this way.” Amelia said quite sweetly, which seemed very unusual. 

“Amazing” whispered Tiyana. “what” said Suki leaning her ear a little closer. “it seems that the flute that Kyra owns and the butterfly necklace of Amelia’s have some kind of magnetic pull towards the warps. 

 “I just wish that they could’ve chosen a different warp to go through. I don’t wanna see Jafet like that.” Suki said mournfully “well we could see if there is anything left.” “No. I wanna go in, find a warp ‘n’ get out again, just like Ah-may said.” Tiyana decided against trying to sway her opinion. If there was one thing to know about Suki, it was that once her mind was made up, there was no changing it. 

The conversation was very limited whilst they walked to the warp. Ah-may, Suki and Tiyana all had their own ideas of what it would be like to see Jafet again. Ah-may, though she knew it was no true, hoped that it was just an illusion, that what they saw on that hilltop was just a bad dream and when they returned it would be as it was when she woke two nights ago. But in the back of her mind a constant voice told her that no matter how much praying she did, Jafet would never be as it had been. Up front Amelia kept making comments trying to stir a conversation with her brother, but he seemed more occupied with Ah-may. He often looked back at her, and every time he did he seemed to look a little more saddened. After all the complaining he did about wanting to leave his home he never once thought about how lucky he was to still have a home.

“Were here.”  Amelia said with a slight sense of happiness. She looked back to the rest of the group who were slacking behind. Everybody else did not seem to show the same enthusiasm as she did. “hey come on, cheer up, your going home.

Ah-may looked up from the patch of sand she was looking at. She looked at the smug face before her and wanted to plant her fist in the middle of it. Suki would have done the same if she had heard, but as she was supporting Tiyana she was walking slower and was quite a way behind.  Well that’s what Amelia thought anyway, but her extra sensory hearing played handy in these situations. She walked up beside her, paused and threw Amelia a stare that would send a raving bull into shock. She then walked on and lay Tiyana on the flat sand behind her. Amelia stood placed her hand over her mouth and giggled. Something Suki had never seen her do before, but knew it would prove to become more annoying as time went on.

Kyra had planted himself firmly to one spot and stared on. Amelia turned to look on with him. “why do you look so glum brother?” she said tilting her head. Kyra simply squinted and shook his head. Thinking to himself.

“I feel like I’m being winded.”

Amelia tilted her head back to the opposite side of her neck. “is that one o’ those after effect thingy’s you were bablin about?” 

“and I thought we had lost her what bliss.” Amelia whispered as she turned her head to see Suki sitting beside Tiyana.

“No. It’s our little friend. Come back to visit.” He turned briefly and looked over his shoulder.

The small group all turned their heads to see the figure that had been lost in shadows the day before. Standing at the peak of a sand dune, Amber stood, arms wrapped around her middle. She looked down on them glancing over each of them briefly. “You made some new friends dear sister. I see that you are trying already to rebuild your army against me. What a pitty, I guess I will need more help in squishing you.” She looked directly at Ah-may eyes showing great joy and sarcasm. Suki took her sword from the scabard on her hip and began to climb the sand dune. She took the sword up in both hands and began to run towards her target. “why you little son of a…” Suki froze on the sand dune, half way up to meeting amber, her sword lifted above her shoulders ready to strike. 

Amber giggled in that annoying way Amelia had done earlier. “hee hee. Silly peasant.” As she finished, a mound seemed to move behind her. Slowly crawling into view from behind the sand dune was the head then torso of a large human looking being. It’s small black eyes just visible on its large head. Gashes and scars covered its face and a large part of it’s nose seemed to be missing. Standing at full height behind amber, it stood twice her size. Amber took her hands from around her waist and placed one on her hip, the other she placed into her dark robes to pull out the orb, its once red exterior now glowed orange. She gave a smirk and then pressed it towards the creatures side causing it to scream out showing its large blunt teeth. It hunched it’s back and began to charge towards Suki as she stepped back. It ran through the group who had to jump out of its way. Ah-may ran towards Tiyana who was trying to stand, but seemed to exhausted to move. 

“Kyra, open the portal. NOW!” Ah-may yelled as she began to drag Tiyana out of the way of the beast on it’s second pass. Kyra ran to the flat between the sand dunes and once again revealed his flute. As he played a tune the human-like figure turned it’s large head and held it’s ears. Giving a moan it fell on one knee. 

Amber held the orb out infront of her and flicked the glass surface, which seemed to send a chain reaction of pain towards the gruntig form on the ground. It stood again and began to swing it’s arms as it ran towards Kyra. The beast suddenly fell over as Suki grabbed one of it’s arms and pulled it to the ground.

“What the ruddy hell do you think your doing Moron.” Amelia called from the space she had just crawled to.

Suki ignored her as she took her sword and slide it into the shoulder of the beast as it lay on the floor. Withdrawing it she found that it was covered in a thick red sort of mix that was too thick to be blood. The monster threw her from its back and rose again holding it’s shoulder. “Stop askin’ questions an’ get tha’ portal open” she yelled as she circled the monster. Ah-may by this time had pulled Tiyana to Kyra’s feet and sat her down. “Can’t you get it open any faster?” Ah-may pleaded as Suki took a hit in the stomach with the force of a speeding car. “No, This is as fast as it will go.” By this time the portal was about big enough to fit a dog through, which was about half the size it should have been by now. “Aren’t you gonna help Suki.” Amelia yelled from the opposite side of the fight as the monster planted his fist into Suki’s back as she lay on the ground. “what can we do?” Ah-may exclaimed. “Use your staff.” Ah-may looked to her side where Tiyana had forced herself to sit up. “What will that do.” “just think about getting it away from us, protecting us.” Ah-may looked back to Suki who seemed to be unconscious after a third blow. The human like hand rose in the air again. Ah-may ran out in front of it. As the hand came down Ah-may planted herself between the fist and Suki. Clutching the relic in both hands she thought that she could possibly pierce its skin and wound it with the spear head, but she was not sure what she could do with it other than that, she just didn’t want anything else to happen to Suki. At that moment the oversized fist came crashing towards them. Ah-may closed her eyes and waited for the blow but the fist seemed to rebound. The monster looked at his fist in confusion as Ah-may looked around her. What had happened? The monster brought it’s hand down again. Ah-may looked straight at it ready to attach it this time, but again it didn’t reach her. A ripple affect seemed to spread from the monsters hand and around Suki and Ah-may. The monster then began thrashing against the barrier causing more ripples to spread. 

“Ah-may!”

She turned her eyes to look at Kyra who was now holding Tiyana in his arms. “The portal, come on!”

Amelia began to run behind the monster hoping it would not notice her. “Amelia!” she froze and the disappointment of being spotted showed on her face. “Take Suki with you.” Amelia stomped her foot on the sand and then ran towards them. Not realising she had done so, she had run straight through the barrier and reached Suki. The being on the other side seemed to notice as well and in frustration stepped back and began throwing his whole weight into the barrier which sent him off balance and causing him to fall onto his back. “RUN!” Ah-may called as Amelia stood with Suki. Taking Suki’s arm she lifted it over her head as Amelia took the other arm. The portal had began to close and so they needed to rush to get through. Amelia and Ah-may fed Suki through the portal starting with her feet. A large roar was heard behind them, and as they both threw their heads round they noticed the now red in the face creature charging towards them. Ah-may took Amelia by the arms and threw the two of them into the portal. As they flew past blurs of light the sound of the creature could still be heard chasing them. Suddenly the noise stopped. All that they could assume was that the portal had closed before it had time to run through.        

Luckily for them they were right. At the base of the sand dunes the now raging bull figure was tearing at the sand almost in the hunt as to where the two had gone. Amber looked down on the scene grinning again only this time in a sinister way. “So…you have found your power. I hope you can use it”.

Coming around from her sinister smile, Amber looked upon the sorry state of the beast and shook her head. “honestly Fushia what will we do with you.” She lifted the orb once again this time she took her finger and licked it. Then placing it on the top of the orb she ran her finger down it in one swift movement. In that instant, the tearing and groaning stopped. She walked down the sand dune to meet the now unconscious Fushia lying on the floor with his face in the sand. “there’s a good boy.”

