Dear *__*

As a fellow citizen of Stratford I write to you regarding the future of our town.
I am particularly the role of the church, and the role of the local Council, in helping to develop community life in our town.  I would like to know your thoughts on the future of these organisations and their relevance to your own future here in Stratford.

I recently returned to Stratford for a two-year contract with Stratford District Council to review the District Plan.  I have also joined Holy Trinity Anglican Church.  I see these two organizations as crucial to the future of our town, and I want to be involved in supporting and encouraging positive vision and growth within these organisations.

I think that both the church and the council are relevant to every citizen in our town, as both of them exist to benefit every person in our town.  Both of them help us to live as a community in a way that is fair, compassionate, creative and inspirational.  Both the church and the council help us to work and live together as a community – to love one another, to love life, and to honour both the gift of life and the giver.
While I come to you as one who wants to take an interest in his neighbours and his community, I come firstly as a person interested in being faithful to my Creator –  treasuring the life he has given me, and honouring the salvation I know through The Lord Jesus Christ.  So while I come as a politician, I also come as a minister and an evangelist.

Questions
In order that I might better serve my neighbours, my community and my God, I have a number of questions;

1. God
1.1. What do you know of Jesus Christ, his life, his works and his teachings?

1.2. Are you a Christian?
1.3. Why are you a Christian, or not a Christian?
1.4. Do you believe you are at peace with God?

1.5. Why?

2. Church
2.1. Are you involved with a church in Stratford?

2.2. Are you happy with your involvement in that church?

2.3. Why are you not involved, or not happy with your involvement in church?

2.4. What do you think is the purpose of church?

2.5. What do you think it should be?

3. Stratford
3.1. Do you live in Stratford?  For how long?

3.2. Do you see your future lying in Stratford?

3.3. What would your ideal Stratford look like?  How could things improve?
3.4. What do you think is the purpose of council?

3.5. What do you think it should be?

4. Council Roles
4.1. How do you think Council is performing in the following areas?

· Community Development
Community Hall(s)
Neighbourhood support
Street environments
· Economic Development
Understanding the local economy
Directing people towards job opportunities and development niches
· Town planning
Master plan
Town square
Pedestrian amenity
· Connections to parks
Design of civic area
General footpaths

· Parks and recreation
King Edward Park
Victoria Park
Windsor Park
Pedestrian connections

· Arts and culture
Library
Art Gallery
Museum

4.2. Are there any other areas you think Council needs to improve on?

5. Central Government
5.1. What you do think the main purpose of central/national government should be?

5.2. Are you happy with our current government?

5.3. How could they improve?

5.4. Do you feel that the interests of Stratford and other small towns are taken seriously by government?  How so?
6. Family
6.1. Is family important to you?  Why?  Why not?

6.2. How many generations Stratford are you?

6.3. Where do you trace your ancestry back to?

7. Business
7.1. Are you an employee or self-employed?

7.2. What business are you in?

7.3. Do you and/or your company have ethics and principles that guide how you do business?

7.4. Does your business help build up the community of Stratford?

8. Personal Response
8.1. Would you like to learn more about Jesus Christ and the church?

8.2. Do you know others who you think might also be interested?

8.3. Would you be interested in attending a bible study or meeting for people in the same situation?

8.4. What is your age (or approx.)?

