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Parish Councillors, All Saints Community Church, Hamilton
Dear Waikato Lay Synod Representative,

SOS WE’VE LOST STEERAGE, AND ANGLICAN FLEET IS LEAVING US.
ARCHBISHOP VENABLES of the Southern Cone, “It’s like two ships that have gradually pulled apart and can no longer really sail together and the trouble is, it’s pulling the church apart as it does that.  This is about two versions of Christianity which are in a strong state of difference.  You’ve got the original biblical Christianity which the Christian church throughout the world has held over the past 2000 years and then you have got this new liberal post-modern Christianity which has evolved especially in the western world over the last 100 years or so.” 

“REFUSAL OF AN EMPOWERED LAITY has proven the greatest failure of today’s church.  The co-dependency of sceptical pastors – protecting their own financial interests – and lazy laity – protecting their membership privileges – is an insidious addiction,” says “Future Church” Editor.
GOD’S WORD IS –
 PLAIN TO BELIEVERS,   
                     2 Corinthians 4:2-3. “Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways;  we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God.  On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.”

 WHO DO NOT DOUBT,
                      James 1:6-7.  “But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.”

 BUT, SOME TURN TO MYTHS.                 2 Timothy 4:3-4.  “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what they are itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
 DO NOT FOLLOW THEM,                          Colossians 2:8. “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of the world rather than on Christ.”

 FOR ‘GAFCON’ IS NOW GOD’S WAY.    1 Corinthians 14:20- 21 “Brothers stop thinking like children.  In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults.  In the Law it is written: ‘Through men of strange tongues and through the lips of foreigners I will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen to me’ says the Lord.”


YOU WILL HAVE A LOT OF QUESTIONS THIS MONTH.   The GAFCON Conference in Jerusalem will this month 

raise lots of questions.  Parishioners and even strangers will wonder what it is all about, why our Bishops have not gone to
GAFCON, why they do not talk about it, and many other pertinent questions?  We will bear a heavy burden, for we the 
laity and most of our clergy have been left out of discussions and decision making. Most of us are going to be annoyed, in 
ending up in the failing, liberal part of the Anglican Communion..  Regrettably most of our bishops have in walking away 
from their vows and responsibilities, helped break up the Anglican Communion.  These bishops are still unable to explain 
10 years later, why they disagreed with 90% of the World’s Anglican Bishops at Lambeth; who had the day before 
determined ‘homosexuality was incompatible with Scripture’.  Now these bishops seek a further 8 years, to tell us why. 
Instead of repenting and apologising for their actions, they stall for time, with the ‘Hermeneutics’ charade.   This further 
delay wrongly suggests to believer and unbeliever that God’s Word is not clear.  But it is to the humble and to 90% of the 
world’s Anglican Bishops who believe God’s Word; and an even greater majority of the World’s Christian Bishops.  Many 
Christians wonder why we did not ensure our leaders ‘kept the faith’. You will be asked what we can and will do to follow 
God’s commands; and have our leaders now revert back to our Church’s Constitution, and to their vows to God..
WHY NOT invite both a lay member of the Waikato Diocese Standing Committee, and myself to attend your Vestry? 
Both you and your vestry can then better explain to parishioners the situation and suggest the action they should take..
77 year old Warren Buffett, (the ‘Sage of Omaha’) is a strong Christian. He drives around in a 26 year old car, and has lived in the same old house for twice that time. Despite being the wealthiest man in the world, his house has half the valuation of the Waikato Diocese’s Bishop’s house.  At a recent six hour, annual general meeting, in a stadium, with 31,000 shareholders present; Warren likened financial advisers selling, rather than advising; with “It’s like in biblical studies, if you can read obscure texts backwards in four or five languages, you are not going to teach that it basically all comes down to the ten commandments”. Warren and fellow Christian Bill Gates (the world’s second wealthiest man) and his wife Melinda placed most of their fortunes into the same trust, to wipe out the 20 top diseases in the world, and this they will.  BUT unnecessary Social Justice Commissioner Anthony Dancer, publicly classed these Christian men as evil!   
STRATFORD SYNOD REP, ALLAN CHESSWASS in commenting on my March letters to you, said –

· “… .homosexual practice and same-sex blessings, and the ordination of homosexual priests is not only bad biblical fidelity, but also bad philosophy and bad science.  And if our response to homosexuals is based on a false diagnosis, and we remain ignorant of how the scriptures inform us about homosexuality and sexuality in general, then we can never have a serious hope for a united Anglican Church”. 

· “…. lay Anglicans need to get off their backsides and wake up to the implications of what is going on here.  I think it is time to start expressing our view both individually and collectively, in conversation, vestry motions, AGM motions, Diocesan motions, and encouraging clergy and ministry applications, nominations and elections.

· “… .a lot of Anglicans seem to think this is just about homosexuality.  It is actually about orthodoxy, and there are many other aberrations to orthodoxy occurring in many areas of thought and action in the Anglican Church.  Admittedly many of these are well hidden.  For example, some of the most powerful people in our parish don’t even believe in the fall, the sinful nature, or the virgin birth”.  

· “I doubt many realise the extent to which clergy like Glen Cardy and Richard Randerson are destroying the public image of the Anglican Church as a reliable body of Christian orthodoxy”. “…. the actions of the American Church have serious implications for the reception of Anglicans in Moslem countries, and the perception of those countries of Christianity and its apparently redundant theology and morality”.
· “…our ignorance and apathy towards our third world brothers and sisters is appalling.  Haskell on the other hand, seems to have some understanding.  His letter has helped me understand the attitude of the Global South towards Lambeth”.  

· Until women and feminist men learn to grapple with these challenges in an academic and diplomatic fashion, without resorting to the sighing and groaning and closed-minded reactions so prevalent in our church; there remains no hope for the future unity of the Anglican Communion in its present state….”
LIBERALS CLAIM DIVINE REVELATION UNFOLDS to make itself known to believers over time.  There is no single truth they argue, but a process of culturally conditioned truths that reveal itself with the church using its sense of reality and good common sense formed by faith and life experience. So those portions of Scripture that condemn homosexual behaviour as sinful are not now relevant to the mission and ministry of the Church today.  BUT THIS ASKS US to believe that moving culture is the Truth, and truth changes over time, but in some places and not others.  So God is displaced by pride in our own ability to humour others and create a new world.   A Hamilton Archdeacon a few years ago was amazed I still believed in the 10 commandments.  YES St John’s College has undoubtedly produced others who were taught and now teach that one is not to fear, or obey God; but just believe in ourselves and do our own thing.  They effectively say God and Jesus were not infallible, and some even claim they do not exist, and the world becomes Heaven..
ARCHBISHOP DREXEL GOMEZ of the West Indies, a bishop of 36 years says “Rampant individualism and selfishness of Western culture was the greatest single threat to the faith.  Believers must surrender their lives to God and be faithful to Him, rather than pursue their own moral, political or social agendas.  The church faces ‘the challenges of discernment and commitment’ as it enteres the 21st century.  He urged his bishops to hold fast to the faith once delivered, and not succumb to the siren song of culture.  The Bishop of Barbados replied that the Archbishop’s labours amidst a “difficult, contentious and painful” fight to hold the church together, had ensured that future generations “could call themselves Anglicans”.

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS LETTER –   ABC    for   Archbishop of Canterbury
AMiA 
      for
   Anglican Mission in America         CANA for
   Conservative Anglican Network of Canada
GAFCON   for  Global Anglican Future Conference    TEC     for    The Episcopal Church

ANGLICAN COVENANT.

2004 Windsor Report recommends a Covenant, to rebuild trust and co-operation in the wake of recent tensions.  
2005 The Primates at Dromantine welcomed the concept of a Covenant.  
2006 The Joint Standing Committee asked for a Covenant Design Group.  The Group produced the Nassau Draft.   
2007 The Primates at their Dar es Salaam all accepted the need for a Covenant.  
2008 The Covenant Design Group followed up with the St Andrews Draft Covenant. 
JUNE 2006 – NZ ARCHBISHOPS ARE FOR AN ANGLICAN COVENANT.
SEPT 2007 – WAIKATO SYNOD had Archbishop David’s immediate clergy, in his presence, dutifully, against the Covenant for, “You could drive a cart and a horse through the draft Covenant.”  It was not fully discussed.   
DEC 2007- NZ CHURCH LEADERS NOW AGAINST A COVENANT.  This is despite a Covenant was wanted by all the Primates, all the Provinces and all the Instruments of Anglican Unity.   This failure to stand on the Rock of God’s Word, will soon S P L I T our sinking NZ Church, between Dioceses, and within many Parishes; as rapidly increasing  numbers of Christian, seek more appropriate bishops and archbishops to shepherd them.
AUTUMN 2008 “ANGLICAN TANGOA” includes articles from –
1.  Rev Edward Prebble of the General Synod Standing Committee, claims we are committed to the Anglican Communion, but shows we are not.  He says as the Maori and Pacific branches of our NZ church cannot support the Covenant process then it is a wasteful distraction and we should stay out of it. (This again illustrates why we should not have recently made a racist split in our church).  He quotes the Maori Archbishop “We have never allowed an international group to dictate what we should believe, or how we should behave,”   Prebble fails to query our bishops, for the  Archbishop of Canterbury’s clear statement that acceptance of the Lambeth invitation implies that the bishop attending accepts both the Windsor Report and Covenant process.  As most of our Bishops do not, and at least one has actively encouraged TEC to not comply with the Windsor Report, they cannot honestly go to Lambeth.
2.  Peter Carroll, the Diocese of Nelson’s Educator points out that there are limits to diversity and the limits need to be observed.  All organisations define their identity around some scheme of core values and exclude those who deny that identity.  The future of world Anglicanism will be a many-splintered thing if we do not commit to true union in the body of Christ bound by a common theology. 
THIS DITHERING HAS NZ ANGLICANS WALKING AWAY, after sensing their leaders’ unbelief in God’s Word -  

· Till recently clergy and bishops took their vows to God seriously.  Now some vow just to gain admittance.  
· Most of our church leaders wrongly believe they do not have to legally abide with the Church Constitution..  

· Those re-designing our Church’s beliefs, should have kept their integrity, by leaving the NZ Church..     
COMMUNION’S JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE IS ASLEEP.  The Bishop of Egypt, North Africa and Horn of Africa; points out that the Windsor Report recommendations of 2004 were accepted by everyone, and affirmed by the Primates in 2005.  With TEC’s response unclear, the Primates at Dar es Salaam requested a clear response by 30 Sept 2007.  Although ABC said their response was clearly inadequate, the Communion’s Joint Standing Committee took no real action.  Although the Joint Standing Committee’s resolution claims to be “seriously concerned,” they expect a further four to seven year wait.  This suggests no crisis and no solutions, yet “the Communion will be fragmented well before 2012”.
OUR LEADERS HAVE KEPT US IN THE DARK.  Most Anglicans are unaware that we will shortly be outside the Anglican Communion.  The issues have been hidden and not been advised to members.  Church publications have also failed us. Archbishop David Moxon said “We will need to look significantly different from the ways of the world in the way we process what happens from now on to have anything different to say in the World”.  Bosco Peters, Christchurch responds “In my experience the world is looking incredulously at the behaviour and concomitant irrelevance of the church.  The world, and God’s action through it, has a lot to teach the church currently about basic respect and dialogue”.
MAY 2008 GENERAL SYNOD –

· Auckland’s Bishop Patterson said the principle of the Covenant may not survive Lambeth Conference in July, or the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) (of which he is the chairman) in April 2009.  He adds a final decision to accept or reject the Covenant will not be made before 2012 when ACC meets.  BUT, this delay just increases the world’s wonderment why a small minority of Christian leaders, either do not know the Bible, or refuse to obey God’s Word?
· Dunedin’s Dr Fitchett said the current Anglican Communion disagreements are over power and control”.  
· Bishop Ellena of Nelson said the Communion is broken, for the dispute was “about the authority of Scripture”.  
· Canon Hone Kaa claimed the Communion was already broken because homosexual Bishop Robinson had not been invited to Lambeth.  BUT, the Canon fails to realise the present crisis was created by NZ bishops on the day following 1998 Lambeth’s clear decision, when they told the world that Lambeth had made the wrong decision, and still say so.
· Bishop Bluck felt our 3 Primates were ‘suicidelly’ overloaded. BUT in failing to heed the Anglican Communion’s advice not to create our racist model; we  now have  budget problems, work overloads and an inability to understand and proclaim God’s Word .
· Bishop Paterson said the church does not hear what the archbishops are thinking about. BUT this inability to be open, comes from not trusting God’s Word, and lacking a consensus from a racist split church, with different priorities.  
DUBLIN ARCHBISHOP NEILL says Anglicanism’s chief areas of difficulty relate to the ordination of women and same sex relationships.  It is at this point that the tension between being an autonomous Church and being in communion with other churches becomes apparent.  Looking to the future, it has been proposed and generally accepted throughout the Anglican Communion that there should be a Covenant produced which would express what was essential to being in ‘communion’ with one another in terms of our shared faith and calling, and our responsibility to one another.
BISHOP OF DUDLEY, says “I believe the Covenant is less a reaction to a particular divisive issue than a natural consequence of the Anglican Communion having grown beyond being the Church of England writ large.  The challenge is for us to see this as a sign of maturity rather than a symptom of failure, and to use the text in the first part of the draft as a positive tool for our mission.  Slowly, the Design Group is edging towards a confident statement of what Anglicanism strives to be, for God and the world”.  He points out that a few dislike the retention of “seek to transform unjust structures of society”, and  ”strive to safeguard the integrity of creation”.  YES they divert the Church from The Great Commission..
THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. (ABC).
ABC SAYS ACCEPTANCE OF LAMBETH INVITATIONS IMPLY BISHOP’S WILLINGNESS TO IMPLEMENT the Windsor Report and the Anglican Covenant.  His invitations emphasise this. 
Yet, NZ bishops who disagree with Windsor Report and Anglican Covenant, will go!
INSIGHTS INTO ABC ROWAN WILLIAMS includes from Theo Hobson –

· “Above all, he refused to combine Anglo-Catholicism with a general liberal agenda.  Indeed he revived the Anglo-Catholic suspicion of secular liberalism that dates back to Newman.  The liberal state, in this view, offers itself as an alternative community of salvation; it tempts us into supposing that we can dispense with the Church, or at least water it down, and develop a more progressive form of Christianity.  This leads to weak forms of Christianity that are unable to resist dangerous ideologies: most obviously, the liberal Protestants of Germany embraced Nazism.  It is Williams’ anti-liberal ecclesiology that is the root cause of the present controversy.  In a sense it’s not really about shari law, or Islam: it’s about the relationship between a Catholic conception of the Church and liberalism.”

· “For Williams, authentic Christianity occurs within a clearly defined social body, an ethical community’ as he sometimes put it.  Without this, Christian culture will be dispersed by the cold winds of secularism.  There is a need for strong resistance to the various negative spirits of the age, consumerism, celebrity, hedonism and so on, and this resistance can only occur within an alternative social world walled off from mainstream culture.

UNFRIENDLY ADULTS is the reason for youth gangs, says ABC who sees youth swarming on street corners and in shopping malls, to ‘feel secure’ from older people.  He attacked ‘indiscriminate, knee-jerk’ bids to control rowdy young people.  A Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator based just miles from Lambeth said “he should speak to people within Lambeth a bit more than he does.  It is all right saying these kids need their own space, but that isn’t going to solve the problem of youth misbehaviour.”  The activist – who lives in an area of gun-toting gangs – added “Many young people today do not know where the boundaries of good behaviour lie. Then they get into drugs, gangs and guns.”   OUR NZ Church also fails to preach God’s Commands and in disagreeing with God’s requirement to discipline; again fails to lead.
BISHOP OF ROCHESTER RE-ASSERTS ‘NO-GO CLAIM’ in “I believe people should not be prevented from speaking out. There are times when Christian leaders have to speak out.  The real danger to Britain today is the spiritual and moral vacuum that has occurred for the last 40 or 50 years.  When you have such a vacuum something will fill it.  If people are not given a fresh way of understanding what it means to be a Christian and what it means to be a Christian-based society, then something else may well take the place of all that we are used to and that could be Islam.”    YES in NZ too.
ABC’S PENTECOST LETTER OF MAY 2008 TO WORLD’S BISHOPS – 

· Lambeth meetings will not aim to negotiate a formula that will keep everyone happy, but to go to the heart of an issue and find what the true challenges are before seeking God’s way forward; to break down the walls we have often built. 
· It is all the more essential that those who come to Lambeth will arrive genuinely willing to engage fully in the growth towards closer unity that the Windsor Report and the Covenant Process envisage..    NZ BISHOPS PLEASE NOTE.    
TEC’S PRESIDING BISHOP ON LAMBETH and homosexual Bishop Robinson said –

· Her House of Bishops was disappointed he had not been invited.

· He will be present around the edges.  She will be offering a reception for other bishops to meet him.
· “I believe he will be at least as present, as if he had been given an invitation”.  NZ BISHOPS SHOULD NOT GO.
TEC’S LAMBETH DESIGNER is Professor Ian Douglas of TEC’s Divinity School Massachusetts.  This very liberal school is down 25% in enrolments and is described by theologian Thomas Ogden as a “Proto-Marxian any orifice institution” because of its views on theology and sexual ethics.  Ian is pleased that Lambeth 2008 is designed to have no legislative resolutions.  This will avoid a repeat of the 1998 Resolution which specifically said the “the teaching of Scripture, upholds faithfulness in marriage between a man and a woman in lifelong union and believes that abstinence is right for those not called to marriage”.  Which resolution has been repeatedly defied by TEC and some of our NZ bishops.
GAFCON ON THE OTHER HAND with 300 or so bishops, and 700 other church leaders, will “defend the faith once for all delivered to the saints” with a clear definition of mission.  Lambeth bishops will not attempt to do so.  ABC and the other Instruments of Unity will now be seen as “Instruments of Disunity”.  GAFCON members will with a clearly defined faith; grow even more rapidly whilst the rest of us split, or slide away into oblivion.
CANADIAN ANGLICAN CHURCH IN DISARRAY.
CANADIAN CHURCH COPIES TEC AND IS NOW JUST AS NASTY.  Archbishop Hiltz and his liberal bishops cry foul when orthodox rectors want to uphold the faith.  They argue the church has not changed its doctrine and same-sex blessings are left to local dioceses who then broker them in.  When challenged by orthodox priests about the obvious contradiction, liberals use the big tent argument to say that all can live together in peace.  “No” say the conservatives and then make moves to leave.  The wrath of the “inclusive” bishops then erupts and mayhem ensues. 
NZ  Anglicans still in the charade stage of the same liberal play, have now received two North American Bishops as well!.
SOUTH EAST ASIA’S 2008 SYNOD noted, in relation to TEC-
· Neither TEC, or the Diocese of New Westminster, Canada  adhered to Lambeth 1998’s resolution on Human Sexuality, which was reinforced by the October 2003 Primates’ Statement; and failed to adequately adhere or respond to the call for repentance by the 2004 Windsor Report, and the Primates Communiqués of Feb 2005 and Feb 2007. 

· TEC failed – 

· To cease consecrating persons in same-sex unions and on authorising any Rite of Blessing for same-sex unions. 

· To cease legal action against those unable to accept the direct ministry of their bishop or presiding Bishop, and 

· To make provision for a primatial Pastoral Council and Pastoral Scheme for pastoral care.  

· Disappointment that ABC had invited to Lambeth TEC bishops who approved and took part in the consecration of homosexual Gene Robinson, yet excluded the bishops consecrated by some provinces outside TEC to address the pastoral exigencies in North America (exacerbated by inaction on the part of the leadership of the Communion and TEC in effecting the agreed measures for a ‘Primatial Pastoral Council’ and a ‘Pastoral Scheme”).

· Remembrance of many Windsor-compliant diocese and parishes within TEC and Canada, continue to face canonical and juridical pressures from their own national and diocesan bodies as a consequence of their desire to remain true to the orthodox Anglican position with respect to issues of faith and order and to be in faithful fellowship within the Anglican Communion.

· They were encouraged by ABC’s statement in his Advent Letter Dec 2007 that “acceptance of the invitation (to Lambeth Conference 2008) must be taken as implying willingness to work with those aspects of the Conference’s agenda that relate to implementing the recommendations of Windsor, including the development of a Covenant”.
NEW WESTMINISTER BISHOP INGHAM FILED CHARGES against Dr Jim Packer a top world theologian - 

· For having (at 81 years) ‘abandoned the exercise of ministry’, but really for seeking Episcopal oversight from Archbishop Venables of the Diocese of Southern Cone.  Packer is the author of the Christian classic “Knowing God” and was general editor for the English Standard Bible.  
· In 2005, Packer was with Billy Graham and Richard Neuhaus a Time Magazine’s 25 most influential evangelicals.  
· Professort Glyn Harrison, of Bristol University, a member of General Synod and of the Crown Nominations Commission, warns British Evangelicals ‘to get their heads above the parapet,’ for this Canadian action is a significant moment for ‘ordinary’ evangelicals in the CofE.  “Even with the turmoil engulfing the Anglican Communion, many evangelicals have focussed on getting on with the job.  For better or worse, our (Anglican) priorities have been local, rather than national.  They certainly have not been international. Suspension of Jim Packer’s licence to minister suddenly brings it all very close to home.  The name of Jim Packer has an iconic resonance across vast swathes of English evangelicalism.  If Jim Packer is suspended from the Anglican Church in Canada today, then who knows what will happen here tomorrow?  This is not a time for knee-jerk reactions…… These issues are not going to go away.  We may feel deeply reluctant – but it is time to get our heads above the parapet.”   WE ALSO NEED TO STAND! .  
LARGEST CANADIAN ANGLICAN PARISH voted 475 to 11 with 9 abstentions to seek Episcopal oversight from Archbishop Venables of the Diocese of the Southern Cone. 
FEB 2008, 10 ANGLICAN PARISHES LEAVE FOR AMiA., with the Primate of Southern Cone, as their Primate.  AMiA said these churches are concerned about what is happening in the Canadian church.  They are determined to stay true to historic teaching, but see the church changing its teaching on fundamental, historic Christian teaching such as the authority of the Bible and salvation through Christ alone.” 

SAME-SEX BLESSINGS NOW AUTHORISED in 8 parishes of New Westminster with 2 more seeking authorisations but 68 parishes are not.  Three more Diocesan Synods in Canada have asked their bishops to institute rites of blessing for couples married by civil authorities.  But no rites have been issued whilst the national Church has imposed a moratorium.
EASTERN NEW FOUNDLAND BISHOP PITMAN upon the departure of the former Bishop of New Foundland  to join AMiA; had his clergy, hand in their licences, then declare their loyalty to the Canadian Church as they renewed their ordination vows to receive new licences from him.  All invitations to preach in pulpit, or parish are to be made by him. 
TORONTO DIOCESE PADLOCKS CHURCHES –

· and tells parishioners to go elsewhere, in response to congregation’s vote to split from the Anglican Church of Canada, to join (CANA).  The priest was suspended and remaining parishioners asked to go to nearby St Hilda’s.
· after the congregation of St Chad’s had voted to leave the Diocese and join AMiA . Their Minister was also suspended
NIAGRA DIOCESE PADLOCK ST. HILDA’S; 6 days after the unanimous vote of parishioners to join AMiA.  The Diocese suspended the vicar Paul, froze the bank account and appointed a new minister.  Paul said “It is not nice to feel like you’re on the outside of something that you’ve been on the inside of for 27 years and now looked at as a schismatic, a fundamentalist, a radical – when simply all I was trying to do was honour my ordination vows”. We don’t feel this a heavy burden.  I believe when you can look yourself in the mirror, when you’ve done the right thing, nothing compares to that”.  A parishioner said the parish will do whatever it takes to defend the church and support the minister – even opening their homes to him and his family if they should be kicked out of the rectory and continuing to pay his salary”.  For now, the lions share of the legal bills are being paid out of a million $ fund set up by AMiA  Other churches have offered help.
ONTARIO SUPERIOR COURT DENIED THE DIOCESE of Niagara access to two of its churches now in CANA for differences had not been resolved.  Although the Diocese prided itself on ‘unity not uniformity’, it had tried to lock out of their parishes, those members who disagreed with it.   CANA’s Bishop Harvey says “The real issue is theological: the profound differences on key Christian teachings and the irreconcilable views of the Bible.  Parishes that have chosen to ….seek protection and care of a bishop outside the Anglican Church of Canada, do so because their parishioners deeply value their Anglican heritage and want to stay true to global and historic Anglican teaching and orthodoxy.”
BISHOP OF OTTAWA issued a Notice of Presumption of Abandonment of the Exercise of the Ministry to Rev George Sinclair.  George is the first in Ottawa, to take his parish to the Anglican Communion Province of the Southern Cone.
HOMOSEXUALS BEWARE, Syphilis is making a comeback in developed countries, spurred by illicit drug use and high risk sexual behaviours, with high rates in men who have sex with men.

LARGEST CHINESE ANGLICAN CONGREGATION IN CANADA LEAVES to join AMiA on a unanimous vote of  203 to 0, the 119 year old church has 300 attenders each Sunday.

FEB 2008 , 15 PARISHES LEAVE FOR CANA, joining those who had joined since November. CANA said ”We sincerely regret that it was necessary to go to court for 10 congregations to maintain their ministries in the interim.”  This compares with the Anglican Communion’s repeated but unheeded calls to the Canadian Church to return to faithful Anglican practice and teaching.  The Communion’s call to the Canadian Church to provide appropriate spiritual care and oversight for parishes faithful to established Anglican teaching was also unheeded.  The voting to realign for other than the two stated above, is known for 7 churches.  It totalled 96.7% in favour.      JUST SHOWS HOW CHRISTIANS FEEL! .
ANGLICAN NETWORK had an address from Rev. Chris Sugden , Executive Secretary of Anglican Mainstream and a Co-ordinator for GAFCON: on the secularisation process – 

· It tells us we do not need God to intervene for us, for the focus of religion is now on finding fulfilment and authentic human experience.  Doubts about religion are encouraged rather than addressed. 
· Religion is a private matter and a continual quest for, rather than a reception of and obedience to truth.  Religious belief and behaviour are separated.  Religion becomes a commodity, no longer a moral compass.  

· Religion is only allowed to operate in a closely regulated state that does not threaten the assumptions of secularity. The pressure from the institutional church is for us to accept the terms that it has accepted. 
· The CofE Synod debate on welcoming homosexuals as full members and on Civil partnerships; had those proposing change, on their experience of God and of love, their fulfilment and the way they are.  Not one bishop stood to question this defiant challenge to Christian teaching – not one.  On the contrary some affirmed it.
· The biblical Gospel challenges this approach.  It tells us that God is transcendent, and that His word lights up His way for human fulfilment.  It tells us human beings are not just the prisoners of their genes, or their history, or of nature – but are invested with the power of real moral choice, of responding to good and to evil.  It tells us that through faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus and by the power of the spirit, we can be changed. 

· Secularisation tells Christians there are more important and less important beliefs and commands to cover truth and behaviour. The Church’s ‘entertainment approach” produces no transformation.
· Recognising the Bible as God’s clear speech is not idolatry, for we are under the authority of the Word and expect it to confront us with new and even strange things.  The Bible is plain enough to call forth faith and obedience which is itself the path to further understanding of the Bible’s meaning. 
· By being present here, we are saying that we are unwilling for the clarity of the message of the Bible to be clouded by confusion from those who directly contradict its teaching.  The heart of evangelism in a post modern secular culture, is to witness that God is the one we are all accountable to and that his claims cover all of our life, our belief and our behaviour.  It is to witness that he speaks clearly and authoritatively through his word, and supremely in the Lord Jesus, the word made flesh.  
· You are giving public and institutional expression to the truth of the gospel in the public ordering of the church.  Not an order that accepts unlimited diversity and disobedience to the truth, but one that respects the order God has given for authority in his church and wholesomeness in society.
ARCHBISHOP VENABLES COMMISSIONING SERMON FOR AMiA “We have done all we can to transform this world.  We have ended up where we started.  We thought that education would change everything.  But we do as badly as the people before us, just more quickly.  
· This has happened because people have departed from the way God has provided through Jesus.  God has spoken through the word incarnate. 
· The Lord will surprise everyone.  Jesus never justified himself, He has the power to do whatever he wants to do.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH USA (TEC) SPLITTING APART.

IRISH BISHOP HAROLD MILLER on his experiences in TEC wrote there were six year ago several trends in TEC which have probably become more pronounced since.  It is the beginning of a new religion which re-interprets the traditional central tenets of the Christian faith, and has the potential to jettison many of them altogether –

· “Lord” in reference to Jesus Christ is changed to “God” so “Jesus Christ is Lord” is dropped.
· “Father, Son and Holy Spirit”  becomes “Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.”  So Jesus’ Lord Prayer and the Apostles Creed’s ‘I believe in God, the Father Almighty’ gets dropped.
· The baptismal font is out the back, for all are welcome to the communion table, with baptism later perhaps.
· Confession becomes an option, from a serious underplaying of personal sin and personal salvation.

· The Creeds are omitted from services altogether, including the main Sunday liturgy.
· There is an inclination to try to find ways of holding all faiths together as believing in a common god.  In San Francisco Cathedral there is an interfaith labyrinth and an interfaith chapel, in which all the symbols of all the major world faiths are displayed.  The Eucharist included “We break this bread for our ancestors in the Jewish faith, our brothers and sisters in Islam, our friends who are Buddhists etc…” - and this at a key Christ-o-centric liturgy part.
· With an increasing dislike to the doctrine of atonement in communion services, it is now a community meal with reduced emphasis on Christ’s sacrificial death. Rather than “body and blood” they become “bread and wine”.

· “If God is not Father, Jesus is not Lord, the Son is not unique, baptism is not necessary, the creeds are optional, repentance and sin are dated concepts and the atonement is marginalised or rejected, where do we go from here?  The faith remaining will be a very different faith from the Christian faith once delivered to the saints – and I, for one, am not going there!”
ABC’S LETTER TO CENTRAL FLORIDA BISHOP HOWE on 14 October 2007  “…..Without forestalling what the Primates may say, I would repeat what I’ve said several times before – that any Diocese compliant with Windsor remains clearly in communion with Canterbury and the mainstream of the Communion, whatever may be the longer- term result for others in the Episcopal Church.  The organ of union with the wider Church is the Bishop and the Diocese rather than the Provincial structure as such.”                   WE SHOULD NOTE THIS;  IT IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT  .  
ARCHBISHOP ORAMBI OF UGANDA’S RESPONSE TO TEC’S PRESIDING BISHOP’S COMPLAINT on visiting a church in Georgia Diocese violated the Windsor Report.  Orambi said “Were I to visit a congregation within TEC, I would certainly observe the courtesy of contacting the local bishop.  Since however, I am visiting a congregation that is part of the Church of Uganda I feel very free to visit them and encourage them through the Word of God….The reason the congregation separated from TEC and is now part of the Church of Uganda is that the actions of TEC’s General Convention and statements of duly elected TEC leaders and representatives, indicate that TEC has abandoned the historic Christian faith.  Furthermore, as predicted by the Primates of the Anglican Communion in October 2003 TEC’s actions have, in fact torn the fabric of the Communion at its deepest level.  May I remind you that the initial reason the Lambeth Commission on Communion was appointed was because of the unbiblical decisions taken by TEC in defiance of repeated warnings by all of the Anglican Instruments of Communion.  The Windsor Report was produced and accepted in amended form by the Primates at our meeting in Dromantine, Northern Ireland in February 2005.  It is, therefore quite ironic for you to be quoting the Windsor Report to me.  Nowhere in the Windsor Report or in subsequent statements of the Instruments of Communion is there a moral equivalence between the unbiblical actions of TEC that have torn the fabric of our Communion at its deepest level and the pastoral response on our part to provide ecclesiastical oversight to American congregations who wish to uphold the faith once delivered to the saints and remain a part of the Anglican Communion.  Your selective quoting of the Windsor report is stunning in its arrogance and condescension.  You and your House of Bishops rejected outright the Pastoral Scheme painstakingly devised in Dar es Salaam, and to which you agreed.  You have therefore left us with no choice but to continue to respond to the cries of God’s faithful people for Episcopal oversight that upholds and promotes historic, biblical Anglicanism. This was something to which you gave verbal assent and yet you have initiated more legal actions against congregations and clergy in your short tenure as Presiding Bishop than all your predecessors combined.  I urge you to rethink, suspend litigation and follow a more Christ-like approach to settling your differences.  Finally I appeal to you to heed the advice of Gamaliel in Acts 5;38-39, ‘I leave these churches alone!  Let them go!  For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.  But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop [them]; you will only find you are fighting God”.            GAMELIEL IS RIGHT, FOR GOD’S WAY WINS .  
CENTRAL FLORIDA BISHOP HOWE in an April 2008 Pastoral Letter affirmed the Faith.  He had over the last 19 years ordained more than 250 priests and deacons, welcomed 189 priests to new ministries as Rectors, Vicars and Assistants. His Diocese had planted 14 congregations of which only two did not survive.  His Diocese has grown and changed dramatically over the 19 years.  Although many leaders of TEC say that Jesus is “a way” or, perhaps, “my way,” I am committed to Jesus’ own proclamation that he is “the way, the truth and the life,” and “none comes to the Father except through me”.  I remain committed to drive away from the Church all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God’s Word”.  The Diocese has affirmed our overwhelming commitment to the Windsor Report and the emerging Anglican Communion Covenant.  We have consistently affirmed the Faith of the Church as it is set forth in the Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds.  We are painfully aware that not all our commitments are shared through TEC.  Because they are not, some of our members, clergy and lay, (including 8 congregations) have chosen to “disaffiliate” from TEC and align with other Anglican jurisdictions, or alternative denominational structures. We respect their decisions…..”
DR. MOHEB GHALI after 40 years of active laity work, left TEC in April 2008, for many TEC’s leaders deny God’s Word.  He sees this in the following issues that are central to his faith –
1.   IS JESUS THE ONLY WAY?    Jesus says so John 14:6, Peter agrees Acts 4:12 and Paul in Philippians 2:9-11. BUT - 
· TEC’s Presiding Bishop says “That doesn’t mean that a Hindu doesn’t experience God except through Jesus”.
· TEC’s Dr Marcus Boag Co-Director of Centre for Spiritual Development at Trinity Cathedral Portland  “I don’t think God cares if we are Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist and so forth.  
2    IS JESUS THE SON OF GOD?     Jesus says so Luke 22:70 & John 10:36-37.  John agrees in John 20:31, Peter in                      Matthew 16:16 and Paul in Romans 1:1-4.  BUT TEC’s -
· Dr Boag “To speak of him as the son of God does not mean he was conceived by God with no biological father”.
· Web site, Visitors Centre, “Spiritual but not Religious” says “It is about your story and how your story connects to an ancient story of desert wanderers that, in time came to see that humanity and this energy they called God mingled and existed through Christ and thus, exists in all humanity.”

3.  THE RESURRECTION?   Jesus said he would be raised to life Matthew 20:18-19, Peter said he was in Acts 2:23-       25 and Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8,17.    BUT TEC’s –

· Bishop of Washington DC “The story of Jesus’ bodily resurrection is, at best, conjectural; …Easter is not that Jesus returned to actual life but that even death itself could not end the power of his presence in the life of the faithful”.

· Presiding Bishop when asked re Resurrection said “I think Easter is most profoundly about meaning, not mechanism”.

· THE BIBLE.  Jesus in Luke 21:33, Paul in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 & Peter in 1 Peter 1:20-21 say its God’s Word.   BUT TEC’s previous Presiding Bishop said “I don’t think the Scripture writers had any notion of homosexuality…So you’re dealing with a reality that isn’t reflected in Scripture”.

· “To Set Our Hope on Christ” booklet states “Because we live in different cultural situations, not all biblical commandments or proscriptions apply simply, or in the same way to any one person or situation”.

· Bishop of Pennsylvania “We can rewrite the Bible….interpretation varies according to the needs of the hearer”.
· Bishop of Lexington “I believe the Bible is a book of poetry with a lot of history in it.  The Prayer Book has all that one needs for salvation…..God would never send anyone to hell for eternity. I believe he works it out for everyone”.

· Utah Diocese 2007.  “There is no single biblical morality approach to ethics and human behaviour ” in the Bible.  
4. SALVATION.  Jesus is in  John 10:9, Paul agrees in Romans 10:9-13 and Peter in Acts 4:12, and 15:11.   BUT TEC’s –
· Presiding Bishop “The question is always how can we get beyond our own narrow self-interest and see that our salvation lies in attending to the needs of other people”.

· And “Living a holy life, living a whole and full life, is one of our understandings of what salvation means”.
5. THE EUCHARIST.   Jesus in Mark 14:22-24 took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take it; this is my body” and likewise for the cup “This is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many”.  Paul confirms in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29 and 10:16.  BUT TEC’s –

· Rev Clayton Morris, Liturgical Officer for TEC says “Why does the church gather around a table with food and drink in its primary act of worship?  Because God calls the church to a ministry of reconciliation. The church is called to restore the dignity of creation.  It is all about feeding and being fed.  It is all about making certain that all god’s children are safer, whole and nourished”.
6. MARRIAGE. Jesus says at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female’….Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate” in Mark 10:6-9. Paul in Timothy 3:2,3 and Hebrews 13:4.  BUT TEC’s

· Diocese of Olympia called on Bishops to affirm the full inclusion in all areas of TEC of single or partnered heterosexual relationships and those who are divorced.
· TEC’s “To Set Our Hope in Christ”, said “For almost 40 years, members of TEC have discerned holiness in same-sex relationships and, have come to support the blessing of such unions and the ordination and consecration of persons in these unions….’”

7. EVANGELISM.  Jesus in Matt 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Paul confirms 2 Tim.4:2 Peter in Acts 10:42-43.  BUT TEC’s 
· Bishop of Los Angeles issued an apology worldwide for what he called ‘centuries-old acts of religious discrimination by Christians, including attempts to convert them.  One of his ministers at the Hindu service said “there are enough Christians in the world”.

8. THE BODY OF CHRIST: THE CHURCH.  Paul in Ephesians 5:23 and Colossians 1:18 points out that Christ is the head of the church and the saviour of its body. BUT TEC’s Presiding Bishop -
· “A theologian talks about the body of God as being all of creation.  When one part of the body suffers, the whole body suffers.  That’s an essential piece of Paul’s theology.  If we are not caring adequately for the other parts of the body, we are not only destroying ourselves, but we’re destroying our neighbours here and across the world”.

10.   THE CREEDS.    TEC’s Presiding Bishop claims -
· “Those creeds are not about checking off a bunch of propositions.  They are about giving our heart to a sense that Jesus shows us what it looks like to be a divine human being”. 

· “You don’t all have to profess exactly the same understandings of the central tenets of the faith.”  She added “What’s important is to worship together.”
   DESPITE TEC LEADERS NOT BELIEVEING, OR KNOWING GOD; OUR LEADERS STILL FOLLOW THEM !   .  
EX CAROLINA BISHOP FITZSIMONS ALLISON noted TEC’s Presiding Bishop continues her concern that there will be no outcasts in the church “because of sexual orientation or theological belief”.  This does not seem to include those of us who have not been persuaded by the conjectures of the present culture regarding sexuality that 4,000 years of biblical revelation and 2,000 years of Christian teaching are mistaken.  This acceptance does include bishops and clergy who deny their sworn oaths at ordination regarding the faith “as this church has received it”.  While accepting bishops who deny the faith that gave birth to the Church and its canons, she rejects and condemns and attempts to depose (often without trial) bishops who minister to requests in unfaithful dioceses and who are consistent members of the Anglican Communion.  These actions on top of the failure to respond adequately to the Windsor Report make it increasingly difficult for TEC’s future reconciliation within the Anglican Communion.  It shows the growing need for a recognised orthodox entity in North America.”
SAN DIEGO BISHOP LOSES 9 OF HIS 50 PARISHES to overseas jurisdictions..  Despite suing all the congregations for the church properties, he says “we are in the midst of a challenging but vital conversation about holy relationships in this diocese and indeed across the communion”.  BUT the –

· Conversation is all one-sided, for the orthodox participate only on the basis that sooner or later they are to roll over.  
· The US Centre for Disease Control reports 25 known sexually transmitted diseases from anal sex, which should give pause to the notion that there is anything ‘holy’ that has men messing around in the faeces of other men.
· The Communion is no longer engaged in a ‘’vital conversation’, for the Global South is now assisting the orthodox.

DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES AFFIRMS EQUALRIGHTS FOR ALL despite 61% of voters decided that “only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognised in California”.
TEC IS NOT WITHIN THE TEN LARGEST USA MEMBERSHIP CHURCHES.  Jehovah’s Witnesses has in the year grown the fastest in North America, whilst TEC has dropped the largest percentage of the 224 national church bodies surveyed.                                                      YET, NZ LEADERS STILL BLINDLY FOLLOW TEC TO DESTRUCTION.
TEC BISHOP DAVID SCHOFIELD OF SAN JOAQUIN (whose Diocese unanimously chose to leave TEC) said - 
· “It is a shame the disciplinary process of The Episcopal Church has been misused in this way,” they were intended for those who have abandoned the Faith and are leading others away from orthodox Christianity, as held in trust by bishops in the Anglican Communion – and which the Episcopal Church is also to upheld.”   
· “The question is why do bishops who continue to teach and publish books that deny the most basic Christian beliefs are not disciplined, while those of us who uphold the Christian faith are?”  
· TEC may treat itself as a separate and unique Church from the Anglican Communion, “but they ought not to expect everyone to follow teaching that serves only to undermine the authority of the Bible and ultimately leads to lifestyles that are destructive.”
· Before the Diocese overwhelmingly voted to leave TEC –

· “For twenty years and more we have watched TEC lose its way: straying, at first, from Scripture …. to dismissing the Word of God, in some instances, as mere historical documents – of value, perhaps in bygone eras – but no longer applicable to us; to appropriating powers to itself through the General Convention, with powers it never had and, finally, on to unilateral decisions about theology, sexuality, and ordination to potentially cut itself off from the Anglican Communion.
· “Finally, lest anyone thinks a ‘NO’ vote would keep the diocese intact and much the same; is living in a fantasy world.  There is good reason to suspect that many of our brothers and sisters’ conscience is at stake because of the major departures from Christianity TEC continues unabated.  Why would San Joaquin be spared the massive exodus of priests and congregations now going on in Central Florida, Texas, Rio Grande, Colorado and California?  Many dioceses are experiencing a loss that could easily challenge their viability financially.  Were we to lose a major portion of parishes, who truly believe the Gospel is God’s revelation and where tithing is accepted as a scriptural mandate, the Diocese of San Joaquin could be hard put to continue to provide even the basic services on which most parishes now depend.      
· NO, it is not a matter of “stay the same and be safe” or “leave and face the unknown”.  Quite the opposite is true.  We are in that critical moment where a ‘YES” vote tomorrow with a majority, brings us into union with a faithful Province, places us under a real Archbishop and Primate who is a holy man of God, and keeps us in the mainstream of Anglicanism.  For my part, THIS is worth fighting for!”  “God, give us the different spirit of Caleb who cried out ‘go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.’ Amen.
· Despite TEC’s legal claims there is nothing that prohibits a diocese from leaving and moving to another province.  
· His letter to TEC includes “My Ordination vows require me to be a faithful steward of God’s holy Word and to defend His truth and ‘be ready, with all faithful diligence, to banish and drive away from the Church all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God’s Word; and to use public and private monitions and exhortations. I can do no other.” 
· He noted that at the time of the American Revolution the first bishop ever to be elected on American soil: was consecrated by the Episcopal Church of Scotland after the CofE could not.  So TEC Bishops being consecrated by and or reporting to overseas Primates, is no different than what has happened in the past and elsewhere in current times.   
GRACE CHURCH OF COLORADO (who with St Stephens) is being sued for leaving the Diocese in May 2007; had of 370 votes, 93% for leaving, for TEC had departed from traditional Christian beliefs and practice.  The Minister says “Our congregation continues to flourish. God is adding to our numbers day by day.  More people are worshiping each Sunday at Grace Church, than all the other Episcopal churches in Colorado Springs combined.  Our new programs have been met with great enthusiasm and our congregation’s spiritual health is the best I have ever seen it.”
TEC DEPOSED RETIRED BISHOP COX of Maryland who had come under the care of another province of the Anglican Communion.  The Anglican Network said it will have no practical effect, on the ministry of the two godly leaders Schofield and Cox.  It makes clear the scorched earth policy that the current leadership of The Episcopal Church intends to prosecute against those who can not in good conscience follow them out of the Christian mainstream.”
TEC CHARGES BISHOP MacBURNEY of Quincy Diocese with canonical violations for ministering in another Episcopal diocese at a church that had left TEC and re-affiliated with the Anglican Primate of Argentina. 
PENNSYLVANIA BISHOP BENNISON, whose hatred of orthodoxy, (had him ‘inhibit and depose’ Father Moyer, the rector of the “Church of The Good Shepherd”); himself faces 155 ecclesiastical and civil charges for fraud.  He had -  
· Been inhibited by TEC for failing to stop his brother (a former priest) from engaging in sex with a minor.  
· His Diocesan Standing Committee is suing him for millions of dollars squandered in Maryland on property for youth.  
· Been personally rebuffed by four overseas Archbishops when they visited Philadelphia.  
· Earlier reneged on promises he made during his run for election as a bishop, to a cluster of seven sister churches of orthodox parishes that he would allow other bishops to preside at the Church of Good Shepherd services.  

· Pushed himself on Moyer’s parish, demanding he be allowed to preside at services, whilst admitting that he could not affirm some of the most basic doctrines of the Christian Faith.  
· Refused Moyer a public trial, for he would not have been able to control the outcome, as he would have had to testify.   
PITTSBURGH DIOCESE VOTED TO LEAVE TEC by 227 to 82.  After a confirming vote in a year’s time the diocese will join another Anglican Communion province.  Bishop Duncan said the vote was necessary, because the more liberal bishops in the national church have hijacked our church.  Bishop Duncan faces endless lawsuits from some liberal clergy and a failed attempt by TEC’s Presiding Bishop Schori to depose him.  In his letter to TEC’s Presiding Bishop he said “I have kept all my ordination vows – all of them – to the best of my ability, including the vow I made on 28 October 1972 to ‘banish and drive away all strange and erroneous doctrines contrary to God’s Word.  I have faithfully served and shepherded the clergy and people of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh through what has, by God’s grace, been one of its greatest periods of extension and blessing.  My intention is to continue in this call for what remains of my active ministry.”
TEC BISHOP NOT GOING TO LAMBETH.  Bishop James Adams of Western Kansas intended to save the US$10,000 to attend a gabfest from which little or nothing would come.  It is better to spend the money to plant and grow churches.

FORT WORTH BISHOP IKER, DREADS ATTENDING TEC’s House of Bishop (HOB) meetings, for they have been a toxic environment and the ‘spiritual violence’ is not good for his emotional or spiritual well-being.  He is disheartened that he has been unable to secure a safe place for his Diocese in TEC and saddened by HOB been unwilling to make adequate provision for us in response to our appeal for alternative primatial oversight despite the ABC’s Panel of Reference saying 15 months ago that ABC should continue discussion with TEC and the Diocese.
DON’T ASK; DON’T TELL POLICY NOW OPERATES in some TEC Dioceses.  TEC’s House of Bishops’ Statement, clearly shows they are determined to stay on the exact same course.  Although promising “not to authorise public rites for the blessing of same-sex unions, and bishops say they have not authorised such blessings, some of their priests do so without hesitation.  None of these priests have been inhibited.  If there had been a real change of direction, a lesbian candidate for a Chicago bishop would have been removed from the list.  The House of Bishops also failed to say anything about ordaining practicing homosexuals to other clerical orders.  With no repentance shown, TEC has failed to comply with any of the requirements of the Anglican Communion’s Windsor Report.  Although TEC deplore ‘incursions into our jurisdictions by uninvited bishops’ they have supported incursions into autonomous dioceses by bringing lawsuits against parishes, priests and parishioners who have built up their own churches and ministries in their local communities.  

SOME TEC BISHOPS DO NOT ACCEPT THE WINDSOR REPORT with their pride telling them the rest of the world will eventually see the validity of what they are doing in the United States.  Some are indifferent to what the rest of the Anglican Communion thinks.     SOME OF OUR BISHOPS ARE ALSO INDIFFERENT TO THE COMMUNION!   .     
CO-CHAIR OF COLORADA’S COMMUNION OF LAITY AND CLERGY (CLC) joined AMiA for “We believed the Windsor Report charted a way forward, and because we valued the community of faith that was the Anglican Communion and our part in the larger body; CLC persevered together through one meeting after another, waiting and praying for relief.  Last August we endured the House of Bishops meeting, which told us …..TEC had no intention of turning back from their liberal agenda.  I can no longer be part of a church that presents a distorted hollow Christian witness…“.
MAINLINE USA PROTESTANT DENOMINATIONS PLUNGE.  A very large annual survey shows them plunging through mediocrity to total irrelevance.  Evangelical churches continue to grow – especially those of the non-denominational variety.  The evangelical churches have now become the mainline of Protestantism.  The most compelling cause of the death of Protestantism is their departure from Biblical authority.  This arose with liberal theologians gaining control of the seminaries.  Instead of teaching their pastoral and theological students to love, trust and revere the Bible as God inspired and inerrant revelation to mankind; they were taught to question, doubt and debate the claims of Scripture.  To question truth became the ultimate objective rather than discovering truth.  The ‘search’ was not part of the journey, it was the destination. Young theologians were taught by their professors that truth was unknowable – even the truth of the Scripture.  They were instructed to believe that the Bible had to be re-interpreted by each generation.  Truth was defined not by the mind of God, but by the consensus of the present generation.  As years passed this new theology found its way from seminary to pulpit.  Many couldn’t put their finger on it exactly, but they knew something was wrong.  Sermons no longer gave answers to life’s problems from the authority of Scripture; they offer platitudes and empty philosophy.  Pulpits devoid of authority lost their power and those in the pew found the door. Those in leadership analysed the drastic declining membership, attendance and revenue and decided the answer was to … become more liberal!  The trend in the pulpit continues as does the exodus.  The mainline is now no longer the  mainline; evangelicals have taken their place.  
TEC COLLAPSING with now 2.5 million; and fewer than .9 million at church, each week (The Roman Catholics claim 70 million in the USA)..  360 congregations (including a pro cathedral and also the largest Episcopal parish, have left in a short time  to join AMiA and CANA; who report amazing growth.  For instance a parish given 48 hours to vacate their premises, a year later had tripled in size, bought 6 acres of land and had the money for a new larger church, with more useful facilities. Every month more parishes and weekly 1,000 parishioners depart for an African Anglican jurisdiction.  In the last year 4 bishops became Roman Catholics, several joined CANA; and 5 Dioceses left TEC.
TEC LAITY LEADERSHIP NOW CONCERNED.  The House of Deputies’ interim report shows a 41% attendance drop … attributed directly to congregations departing over the sexual innovations in the church.  It states “We cannot be leaders within our Church nor in the global community, if we are unsure who we are or where God is calling us to go.  Criticisms …. relate to our understanding and embrace of God’s kingdom and the Salvation we are offered in Jesus Christ ….”
40 BISHOPS MET IN PITTSBURGH AND AFFIRMED The Articles of the Common Cause Partnership and its Theological Statement..  They had previously appointed Bishop Bob Duncan as Moderator of the Anglican Network.  They comprised representatives of the Reformed Episcopal Church, Continuing Anglican Churches, AMiA and CANA.    

ORTHODOX ANGLICAN CHURCHES across the USA, with five different overseas Archbishops, are working together

locally, creating clusters that are committed to concrete ministry and outreach as one body, as an aftermath of exiting TEC.

THIRD ANNUAL AMiA ANGLICAN MEN”S MARCH WEEKEND RETREAT had 300 men from around the USA.  Presenters included the Archbishop of Uganda and five Ugandan churchmen, Bishop Guerrnsey of the Convocations of Anglicans in North America, and Bishop Cavalcanti of the Diocese of Recife.

WEST REGIONAL AMiA WOMEN’S APRIL RETREAT for 150 Anglican women with dynamic, highly regarded and inspirational speaker Phoebe Orambi, the wife of the Archbishop of Uganda, and other speakers including Rev Helen Oneka, a leader of Uganda’s “Women of Purpose” education ministry and Virginian Jennifer Leber who with her husband ex missionary in Uganda for the last 10 years.  The organiser noted the Western Region had held several successful mini-retreats in different parts of the region on “strength training for women,” as a prelude to the West Regional Retreat.
ANGLICAN NETWORK IN NORTH AMERICA has over two years, provided Common Cause Partnerships with a pension plan, property and liability insurance, legal advice, ministry development program with 22 studying to ordination and 22 currently discerning a call.  It also incubated Anglican Relief and development Fund, The Titus institute for Church Planting, Anglican Global Mission Partners, Young Anglicans, and evangelical conferences regionally.
FICTIONAL “ABANDONMENT OF COMMUNION” is used by revisionist TEC bishops to deny and dump orthodox priests, as standard mantra by those who want to retain power and repress those who would uphold the faith; in demanding that they accept the church’s new fangled theology, and bless same-sex marriages, using new rites.
DEPOSED TEC BISHOPS’ COMMENTS –

· Retired bishop William Wantland said “I am deeply disappointed, but not at all surprised, at the gratuitous mi-statement of what the canons clearly say, and the vicious misuse of raw power.  However, I have come to expect nothing other than immoral and over reaching actions from the Presiding Bishop and her lawyer. One would think that the loss of over a dozen bishops in within the past years, and close to a thousand members a week, would send a clear signal that something is very, very wrong with our Church”.
· Bishop John Howe of Central Florida said “I am deeply troubled by…..our Presiding Bishop, which display unprecedented authority; that is not rightfully hers.  With no regard for due process, let alone the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church.  I submit to you… Bishop Schori is treading on extremely dangerous ground”.
AN AMICABLE SETTLEMENT was announced in May by Bishop John Howe, of the last of nine congregations whose clergy saw him in October, declaring their desire to disaffiliate from TEC.  The representative of the two contingents of Trinity Episcopal Church and Vero Beach met with a mediator and that day agreed that those leaving TEC will leave by 1 July and the stayers will pay them US$700,000, with $200,000 in cash, followed by $50,000 monthly. Neither party will contact those who have not elected to stay or go.  The stayers will not initiate contact with current staff.  Leavers shall have sole operational authority without interference until the point of departure.  If the stayers wish to sell the property, they must give first refusal to the leavers and the Diocese guarantees the financial performance of the stayers. 
WEST TEXAS DIOCESE ALSO AMICABLE as a 400 member church is the first to leave for an unnamed overseas Anglican Province. The bishop supports the Windsor Report and recognises TEC has hijacked the Windsor Report. 
SECOND BISHOP OF RIO GRANDE leaves and has been received by the Province of Uganda.  The first departing bishop left to join other ex TEC bishops who had also joined the Church of Rome.

ARIZONA BISHOP Kirk Stevan advised his fellow priests, budget cuts were necessary for a substantial number of parishioners departed in the fall to align with an African Bishop, with the diocese thereby losing $80,000 a year of income.

TEC’S MISSIONARY OPERATING BUDGET’S DRAMATIC CUT in a letter to all overseas missionaries.  The church will no longer pay them a monthly stipend, or cover their air fares, relocation expenses, language study, vaccinations and any health expenses not covered by insurance.  TEC’s missionary effort which was woeful, will only get worse.
EPISCOPAL THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS’ CASH SHORTFALL.  Deans of 11 seminaries warned bishops and church leaders they can no longer sell the same products to the church.  TEC does not give them any money, so they want to use the internet to develop Latino ministries, enhance distance learning, create certificates for lay ministries as well as degrees for ordination and to form partnerships with overseas churches. One of the Deans and his Trustees stopped offering a residential Master of Divinity degree.  They said a stand alone-residential model is unsustainable for most institutions.  Bishops, congregations and seminarians have fewer resources to allot to the education of seminarians.  Theological education has resulted in an unprecedented level of student debt.  In claiming all TEC seminaries face real economic and mission challenges; there are two exceptions.  They are the only two orthodox seminaries, and they are on a roll and in no danger of going out of business.  So liberalism has a built in death wish, and only the Gospel yields church growth.
REWRITING OF TEC’s MISCONDUCT CANONS are to include as misconduct, of any clergy publicly criticising the church and its policies, and permitting complaints to be filed in any manner and form. 

CONVICTED PEDOPHILE EPISCOPAL PRIEST is allowed 10 years later by TEC’s Presiding Bishop to be in charge of two, week long spiritual retreats in an Episcopal facility, at which he had sexually abused and molested at least three boys.

HOMOSEXUAL BISHOP ROBINSON consecrated by TEC in 2003 as the first bishop known to be in an openly gay relationship in more than four centuries of Anglican Church history that jolted the global church, already divided over biblical interpretation, the ordination of women and the blessing of same sex unions - 

· After saying “I would love to be a simple country bishop but that just does not seem to be in the cards,” said he has a book coming out in April and in June, and he and his partner of 20 years, plan to commit to each other in a civil union.

· The previous week he asked TEC’s House of Bishops “Don’t let them cut me off from you.”

· He felt ABC had cut him out of the herd, for he did not leave the 99 to find the one.

· Although not invited to Lambeth, he confirmed that he would be in Canterbury for the duration of the Conference.

· He said he will go to Lambeth thinking about gay and lesbian people around the world who will be watching what happens there.  I will go to Lambeth remembering the 100 or so twenty-‘somethings’ I met in Hong Kong this fall. I will be taking them to Lambeth with me.
· A number of TEC bishops will stage manage a time for him to meet with bishops for what is being called a high profile event on July 31st with a major English media interviewer, to give him a platform to publicly bash ABC.
WALKING AWAY FROM CHRIST:  LABYRINTHS IN TEC –

· Modern proponents promote the “labyrinth” as a mix of New Age spiritualism and vaguely Buddhist meditative practices.  Any role it serves to bring one closer to Christ is considered a side-effect, and not essential.
· The Michigan seminar featurea trans-gendered pagan priest Raven Kaldera.

· Includes Pennsylvanian Druid/Episcopal priest Bill MeInyk.

· The selling of a book of ‘love spells’ in TEC’s flagship bookstore

· The revelation that Mary Johnston, a prominent gay activist, led a double life as ‘Shadwynn” the Wiccan priest.

· A wary eye needs to be kept on “interfaith seminars,” anything having to do with ‘divine feminism’, most any event hosted by Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, and anything where one might expect to see Sufis, shamans or anyone whose title includes the word ‘facilitator’.

· Rev Lauren Artress appears in a “Labyrinth” article about walking meditation, with almost magical powers. 
· Lauren is a Canon for Special Ministries at San Francisco’s Cathedral, which is presided over by Bishop Marc Andrus who recently rode in the San Francisco gay parade, which features generous amounts of nudity and displays of gay sexual depravity.  He later stood in front of Lauren’s labyrinth.
· Mark’s predecessor, Bishop Swing is a vocal supporter of homosexuality in TEC and is the founder of something called United Religious Initiative.
NORTH AMERICAN BISHOP IMPORTS and CHURCH POLITICS.

IN DEFENCE OF WAIPUA DIOCESE Edward Prebble notes that of its last 15 bishops it is only the latest one that has come from overseas; and he is committed “to the dioceses priorities, not least our own commitment to the bi-cultural journey.”  Edward compares this with Christchurch’s 4 out of last 8 bishops came from overseas.
WHY THE ELECTION SECRECY? asks Ron Ashford.  Ron wonders why our NZ church which is following TEC down the revisionist path, does not adopt their helpful method of letting everyone know who is running for Episcopal office?  The present practice has members of the Electoral Synod at the mercy of the information the Synod has, which being so limited can be very biased.  Likewise we need to drop the secrecy within General Synod, till matters have been passed.  The failure to record mover and the seconder, and speakers as in England; also raises why we operate in a secret rather than an open church?   At a 1996 Synod in response to a motion to ‘discuss’ the concept of 3 Archbishops for the NZ Church, each of the three got up and essentially said ‘How good it is to be here with you today”  The Chair then proposed that the motion “Be passed by acclamation.”   With no discussion and no vote, our church still pretends to be a democracy.   I ALSO was amazed at Waikato’s 2007 Synod only allowing speakers 2 minutes to raise issues on Bills.  The author of one Bill needing urgent approval, agreed it would need to next year require many corrections (I count 61 major ones.).NO WONDER WE HAVE SERIOUS LEADERSHIP PROBLEM for we fail to really discuss matters even as far reaching as the concept of three archbishops. So we end up with an arrangement that the Anglican Communion decried as racist nonsense and of which unsurprisingly,  many laity and clergy are ashamed.  It is also a barrier to new converts.  
NZ HERALD COUNTER CLAIMS on 22 March 08 stating  “… the church leadership says the appointments [American Bishops] came about through a thorough, democratic process and not as a part of a trend.  But critics believe the selections are disaffecting both those aspiring to leadership and those in the church pews when there are strong New Zealand candidates available.”

ST. JOHN’S THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, FORGETS GOD, FOR POLITICS.  The 22 March 08 “Herald” in a 5 page article has the Anglican Church over 10 years steadily dropping from 630,000  to 555,000 in 2006.  We read that Justice Lecturer Jenny Te Paa, “having abandoned the corporate ladder now sees her mission as steering students towards adopting a ‘creative transformation’ approach to social justice.  “Today’s issue is a landmine: the place of the church in politics.  Polite debate flows back and forth for about two hours with little agreement other than an acknowledgement that there is little agreement and views depend on the culture of the person talking…..The Anglican Church… may be united around the sacraments that form the basis of faith, but they are dealing with some cracks.  You might thinks there are bigger issues to fret over, but it’s almost inevitable that their world will soon be split asunder over the ordination of gay and lesbian ministers.”  YES, THERE ARE BIGGER ISSUES TO FRET ABOUT: IN NOT FOLLOWING GOD!   . 
GLOBAL ANGLICAN FUTURE CONFERENCE.  (GAFCON).

THE CONFERENCE in June, in Jordon and Jerusalem, is focussed on moving forward with the work and witness of the church even as the crisis in the Anglican Communion over discipline and biblical authority continues.   

THE CONFERENCE LEADERS have met with the leaders of the Anglican, Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Eastern Catholic churches as well as Palestine Christians and Messianic Jews in Jerusalem, to brief them on the nature and purpose of GAFCON and the continuing presence of the Church in the Holy Land.
OVER 1000 SENIOR CHURCH LEADERS, INCLUDING 280+ BISHOPS from 17 Anglican Communion Provinces, representing 35 million, or more than 60% of the world’s church-going Anglicans, have registered for the conference. Those going will be among friends focused squarely on the Gospel and dealing openly with how we build the missionary relationships, covenantal boundaries and responsible structures for the future of Anglicanism.  Some bishops attending will also go to Lambeth to respond directly to claims about the situation in TEC and the place of those who are keeping the Faith.  It is hard to justify the expense of going to Lambeth (about US$12,000 each per bishop and spouse) for two and a half weeks, when ABC stated that Lambeth can no longer be considered a decision making council of the church 

BISHOP OF JERUSALEM’S CONCERNS WERE ADDRESSED. The plan has been changed to have an important consultation in Jordon from 18-22 June including the conference leadership, theological resource group and those bishops serving in majority Islamic settings.  This is followed by a 22-29 June “Pilgrimage in Jerusalem” which will focus on worship, prayer, discussion and Bible Study, which is open to Bishops and their wives, key clergy and laity.” 

TEC’S PRESIDING BISHOP IS SENDING BISHOP O’NEIL to mind the bishop of Jerusalem and remind him that TEC pays his bills.  His predecessor has since been accused of corruption in a legal claim by the present bishop.

GAFCON’S GOALS affirmed at a March meeting in London are to –

· Provide an opportunity for fellowship to continue to experience and proclaim the transforming love of Christ.

· Develop a renewed understanding of our identity as Anglican Christians within our current context.

· Prepare for an Anglican future in which the Gospel is uncompromised and Christ-centred mission a top priority.

ARCHBISOP AKINOLA OF NIGERIA advised that reports were received form the various task forces involved in logistics support and program development, with remarkable progress made.  He also advised confidence for “Our time together in the Holy Land will be one of great blessing for the wider Christian community, a positive witness of Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and anticipation of our future as Anglican Christians.”

BISHOP ANIS OF EGYPT who had earlier been critical of the GAFCON meeting in June, now supports it. He learned to his amazement at a Joint Standing Committee  (JSC) meeting in London, that the Communion is not in crisis and that there is no desire to move towards a solution. ”If we are truly ‘seriously concerned’, as mentioned in the JSC resolution, how can we wait another four or seven years?”  He said his hopes diminished when he sat with the committee and learned that no one was prepared to be openly critical of Canada and TEC’s lack of response to the Windsor report, which he described as inadequate.  “What action did we take or recommend in the JSC meeting?  The answer is nothing.  Moreover, the very people who cause the current crisis are invited to Lambeth Conference and this contradicts the Windsor Report as well as the Dar es Salaam (Primates’) recommendations.  This widens the gap and distrust within the Communion.”  Although he cannot go for personal reasons, he was honoured to have been invited and he shares the frustrations “with what is going on in our communion”  He wrote “please remember that there will be bishops [at Lambeth] who are not aware of the seriousness of the situation.  They need to be alerted.              .  MOST OF OUR BISHOPS, ARE  ALSO NOT ALERT  .
ARCHBISOP DR PETER JENSEN OF SYDNEY said “The decision of our Bishops to not attend the Lambeth Conference in 2008 is the culmination of ten years of thought, prayer and action.  We have played our part in challenging false teaching and practice, always hoping that those who have flouted the strong position taken by the last Lambeth Conference would turn back to repentance.  As part of this, we have developed strong fellowship links with the many Anglican Christians all over the world, who feel as we do that the crisis over human sexuality is of momentous significance, and who are determined not to accept unbiblical teaching and sinful practice.”  “We are accustomed to living with various differences as Anglicans but here is a novel teaching on a matter of large importance to human happiness, and in clear opposition to God’s written word.  We are not arguing about trivia.  We would be failing in our duty not to make our opposition plain and to join our words with action.”  Jensen said he and his bishops remain thoroughly committed to the Anglican Communion, its good health and its future.  “But we do not believe that its good health will be advanced or secured by a conference which seems to give credibility and influence to those who have introduced false teaching and continue to commend it as often as they can.”  “The {Lambeth} conference is based strongly on the idea of Christian fellowship.  But we cannot have deep fellowship with the ones responsible for this innovation.  To do so would betray conscience and our fellowship with those who have resisted at great cost to themselves.”  Jensen said there was a duty of pastoral care to the Anglican Christians in North America and elsewhere who have made their protest against the local innovations.  “How can they feel confidence in us if we simply attend this conference and have what the world would see as fellowship in the delightful surroundings of Canterbury – studying the Bible, receiving Communion, meeting new people, enjoying gracious hospitality, attending a garden party at Buckingham Palace, while they endure prosecution, dispossession and doubt over their standing as Anglicans?  Faced with the terrible choice between unity and truth, they have chosen to live by the truth.  Should we not be witnesses that their choice is right?”
ARCHBISHOP HENRY OROMBI OF UGANDA with 9 million Christian followers, wrote “What is Anglicanism?”  -

· The younger churches of Anglican Christianity will shape what it means to be Anglican.  Contemporary Anglicans are in danger of confusing doctrine and discipline.  Take, for instance the traditional Anglican characteristics of restraint and moderation.  Are they part of doctrine, as Anglican theology, or discipline as British culture?  
· In the church of Uganda, Anglicanism has been built on three pillars, martyrs, revival and the historic episcopate.  Yet each of these refer to the Word of God, the ground on which all is built. The Word of God maintained the faith of the martyrs. The revival brought to people the Word of God. The historic ordering of ministry was designed to advance the Word of God.  We are convinced that Scripture must be reasserted as the central authority in our Communion.  
· The Bible cannot appear to us as a cadaver merely to be dissected, analysed and critiqued, as been the practice of much modern higher biblical criticism.  What is important to us is the power of the Word of God precisely as the Word of God written to bring transformation in our lives, our families, our communities and our culture.  
· For the Ugandan Church to compromise God’s call of obedience to the Scriptures would be the undoing of more than 125 years of Christianity through which African life and Society have been transformed.  The Bible brought the teaching of Jesus to love our neighbours and even our enemies.  While there remains much of the old culture, the Bible has given us a moral and spiritual basis of transforming culture. 
· The authority of Scripture in Anglicanism…produced Bishop Tucker and other missionaries who risked their lives to come to Uganda.  These and many more Anglican evangelicals brought us the legacy of the Protestant reformation.  Their commitment to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ as revealed in Scripture has continued among us.
· Such a commitment to the authority of Scripture as a defining mark of Anglican identity – was why the majority of bishops from the Global South and I insisted the 1998 Lambeth resolution 1.10, decision on human sexuality, include the words “incompatible with Holy Scripture” when describing homosexual practice.
· In the current Anglican crisis, we are at risk of losing our biblical foundation, yet as bishops, we are constrained “to banish and drive away from the Church all erroneous and strange doctrine contrary to God’s Word” and we are “out of the same Holy Scriptures to instruct the people who are committed to (our) charge and to maintain nothing, as necessary to eternal salvation but that which (we) shall be persuaded may be concluded and proved to the same”. 
· The martyrs for the faith in Uganda included English missionary bishop Hannington in October 1885 when being killed for the king of Uganda, said tell the king that I die for Uganda.  8 months later 26 of the kings pages who refused his homosexual advances and would not recant their belief in King Jesus, sang songs of praises as they were set on fire in an execution pit. The Archbishops’ predecessor in 1977 said of Idi Amin “They are going to kill me.  I am not afraid”. 11 days later before being beaten and shot, he wrote “While the opportunity is there, I preach the Gospel with all my might, and my conscience is clear before God that I have not sided with the present Government which is utterly self seeking”.  “I have been threatened many times.  Whenever I have the opportunity I have told the president the things the churches disapprove of, as God is my witness.”  These martyrs had the same faith that took Crammer, Latimer and Ridley to the stake.  Yet, as the light of the gospel continues to dim in the Western world, are we not betraying our founding fathers and the Reformation faith for which they died?
· In 1935,  58 years after the first missionaries arrived in Uganda a revival broke out in north east Rwanda and rapidly spread throughout Uganda.  The Revival taught us about living transparently with one another and before God about our sin.  To “walk in the light” is to be eager to confess our sin publicly, to receive forgiveness, and to be restored into the fellowship of the community.  The Revival spawned thousands of local lay-led fellowships in which Christians gathered weekly to pray and praise, to share testimonies, and to walk in the light with one another.  This produced a renewed passion for mission and evangelism.  The goodness of the gospel cannot be hid under a bush and it cannot be whispered but must be shouted from the rooftops.
· No honest reading of historic Anglican formularies and the English Reformers can deny the central place of Scripture in Anglicanism.  Our worldwide communion is in danger today of confusing doctrine and discipline.  The various disciplines of the autonomous provincial churches can be contextualised, but doctrine, based on Scripture, transcends all such cultural distractions.

· We would not be facing the crisis in the Anglican Communion if we had upheld the basic Reformation convictions about Holy Scripture: its primacy, clarity, sufficiency, and unity.  Part of the genius of the Reformation was its insistence that the Word of God and the liturgy be in the language of the people – that the Bible could be read and understood by the simplest ploughboy.  The insistence from some Anglican circles (mostly in the Western world) on esoteric interpretations of Scripture borders on incipient Gnosticism that has no place in historic global Anglicanism.
· At the 1995 Anglican Communion’s Global Conference on Dynamic Evangelism, the pattern from reports received was that the growing churches, mostly in the Global South possessed a confidence in God’s presence and his ability to act and intervene in human affairs; the declining churches seemed to lack such confidence.

· The resolutions of the Lambeth Conference of Bishops have always had a moral authority among the Communion’s autonomous but interdependent provinces, yet some of these resolutions are flagrantly defied and even mocked.

· Primates have worked hard in recent years to find a consensus, and their communiqués have been unanimously agreed upon, and they are evidence of the commitment of primates to “make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace”. Yet some provinces have not taken our communiqués seriously, and the Primates, as an instrument of communion have been scorned.  YES, BISHOPS OF AUCKLAND, DUNEDIN, and SOME OF NZ  . 
· The critical importance of Lambeth Conference is greatly diminished when the persistent violators of its resolutions are invited.  If resolutions of a council of bishops do not have moral authority among ourselves, how can we expect our statements on world affairs to carry weight in the world’s forums?  It is for this reason that Uganda decided not to attend Lambeth 2008.   BISHOPS OF AUCKLAND, DUNEDIN and SOME OF NZ VIOLATE GOD’S CHURCH   .    
BLUEPRINT FOR GLOBAL ANGLICAN ORTHODOXY by the Vice Chancellor Stephen Noll of Uganda Christian University sets out to guide the Communion into the future.  –

· It follows the Lambeth Quadrilateral which emerged from TEC’s 1886 Chicago General Convention.  It with the Articles of Religion and Book of Common Prayer are a good basis for a Covenant.  The Articles of Religion were part of an Anglican Covenant before there was a Communion, and the Quadrilateral for an emerging Communion.  
· GAFCON attenders should maintain ties with those orthodox leaders who are working on the Communion Covenant. It is unlikely a final Covenant filtered by the Anglican Consultative Council, will deal with the present crisis.  
· If the Global South churches and allies take bold action at this time , we shall see a new reformation in the Anglican tradition, one which reflects the movement of the Spirit of God in our day.  If these churches like the Church of Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11) remains faithful, Christ will give abundant life.  Hell will not prevail against His Body.
· Once we lift up our eyes from our own troubles ….we shall realise that the Gospel is not in retreat but is beckoning to the uttermost corners of the globe.  As Anglicans we have a stake in the global mission of Christ, and we have something to offer it from the riches of our heritage and our worldwide fellowship of churches.  

· Remember Lot’s wife. The present order is passing away.  Behold the Global Anglican Communion is coming.”
AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH by Head of Theology Mark Thompson, Moore Theological College, Sydney. –

· “The current Anglican struggle is not just another example of human beings insisting on the right to determine good and evil for themselves.  The question of authority in the church takes us to the heart of what it means to be a church and … what it means to be Anglican.  Put simply, to those who confess Jesus as ‘Lord,’ authority is not an incidental or peripheral matter.  We have to take seriously the possibility that our own thinking and practice has been compromised by selfishness and by drinking more deeply than we realised at the world’s watering holes. 
· “The church, strictly speaking, has no authority of its own.  Rather, it lives under the authority of the word of its Lord.  Whatever responsibilities are exercised by members of a congregation or by denominational office bearers, these are directed and circumscribed by the teaching of Scripture.  Even during the lifetime of the apostles there were those who sought recognition as Christian leaders while making subtle adjustments to the teaching of Scripture. However the apostles were insistent that the Word of God is not malleable nor is the discipline of Christ simply adaptable to social consensus.  The teaching of Scripture is a word of grace and redemption which confronts as well as comforts, it calls for repentance as well as faith.  Indeed in both these pairings, one is not really possible without the other.  Furthermore, every teacher within the churches, even the apostles themselves, was to have their teaching and behaviour tested against the teaching of scripture.  The Bereans rightly responded to Paul’s teaching by searching the Scriptures to see if these things were so (Acts 17:11).  Paul did not hesitate to challenge Peter when he wavered on an aspect of gospel truth (Gal. 2:11-14). The stakes were simply too high.  You must not meddle with the Word of God.  The life and health of the church depends upon it.”

· “The Anglican formularies take seriously the nature of the church as constituted and governed by the word of God.  Authentic Anglicanism tests all things by the teaching of Scripture and so all other claims to authority must be considered contingent and circumscribed at best.  Where obedience to the word of God in thought or practice is lacking there is no genuine authority at all. The confession at the heart of the Christian church’s existence is that ‘Jesus Christ is Lord’.  ….  Insisting upon personal allegiance and loyalty is thoroughly inappropriate.”.

· “We cannot afford to allow attention to be diverted from Him by whom and for whom and in whom we exist.  Once again, this is why the question of authority in the church and in the Anglican communion is a matter of critical importance.  By this question we are brought to the heart of who we are as disciples of our Lord”.

WHO WE ARE AND WHERE WE STAND by Dr James Packer of Canada.  The Anglican Communion has over the past few years been like a torn net, due to denials by some, of the things the rest believe to be as integral to the gospel and affirmation.  The bitter fruit of liberal theology, has become increasingly dominant in seminaries and among leaders in North America, Britain and Australasia.  Liberal theology knows nothing about a God who uses written language to tell us things, or about the reality of sin in the human system, which makes redemption necessary and a new birth urgent.  Liberals try to generate goodwill, by concessive dialogue with the cultural pressures, processes and prejudices that surround it.  In other words, the church must ever play catch-up to the culture, taking on board whatever is the ‘in thing’ at the moment; otherwise, so it is thought, Christianity will lose all relevance to life.  The intrinsic goodness of each ‘in thing’ is taken for granted.  In following this agenda the church will inevitably leave the Bible behind at point after point, but since on this view the Bible is the word of fallible men rather than of an infallible God, leaving it behind is no great loss. Well now, with liberal leaders thinking and teaching in these terms, a collision with conservatives – that is upholders of the historic biblical and Anglican faith – was bound to come.  It came over gay unions, which liberals wish to bless as a form of holiness, a quasi-marriage.  As part of its current agenda of affirming minority rights (that is the ‘in thing’ these days), western culture has for the past generation accepted gay partnerships as a feature of normal life.  Despite the pronouncement of the 1998 Lambeth Conference in favour of the old paths, New Westminster diocese (of Canada) began in 2002 to bless gay couples and others followed suit.  The Windsor Report called for a moratorium on this, which was not forthcoming.   .  PLEASE NOTE our new bishop for Christchurch and her Canadian committee   , said these blessings were not against Anglican core doctrine and so the 2004 Canadian General Synod declared that gay unions were marked by “integrity and sanctity”.   So the Anglican Church of Canada is now splitting up.
WE REJOICE THAT MORE THAN 90% OF WORSHIPPING ANGLICANS WORLDWIDE are a community of courage committed to the Anglican confidence that God is faithful to His faithful ones.    . WE NEED TO JOIN THEM    .
CANON TERRY WONG OF THE PROVINCE OF SOUTH EAST ASIA has sensed “….there are many Anglican clergy/leaders who are felt isolated and ‘displaced’ through this period of crisis.  GAFCON provides an opportunity for such clergy and leaders to meet others to find encouragement, bonds of fellowship and mission partnerships together.  I have met clergy who are quite clueless or indifferent towards communion politics but are nevertheless emotionally and spiritually affected by the crisis, with a very real impact on their work on the ground and in their parishes.  As this gathering is not just for bishops only, it opens doors for ministry, to arguably the group most affected by this communion crisis – Vicars and clergy.  Their voices are often not heard.  
LAMBETH IS REFUSED BY PRIMATES of  Nigeria, Rwanda, Kenya, Uganda and Southern Cone; for – 

· The consecrators of openly gay bishop Gene Robinson of TEC, have not repented and will be present.  
· Many American congregations the Primates are overseeing are being sued by TEC.  
· The instruments of the Communion have failed to discipline the Episcopal church, or protect those who sought it. 

· The Communion does not take those of the orthodox persuasion seriously.
GAGGING OF ORTHODOX NZ PRIESTS.

DENIALS OF GOD’S WORD BY NZ BISHOP AND ARCHDEACON OK; BUT NOT COMMENT ON LEAKS.   Archbishop Brown Turei banned Archdeacon Mike Hawke of Christchurch, from talking to the media, about the nomination of Canadian Bishop Matthews to Christchurch Diocese.  Mike had only repeated the publicised fact that Matthews had agreed to same-sex marriages. (See pages 14 & 17)  Gagging of responsible mainstream orthodox followers of Christ, from stating the facts is biased.  None of our leaders stop Agnostic Assistant Bishop Randerson, who publicly does not believe in the resurrection of Jesus, miracles, nor was Jesus who he claimed to be.  Archdeacon Cardy of Auckland and St John’s College Dean Dr Jenny Te Paa, continue to make public and even use church media to clearly break their vows and God’s Word. Clearly Brown and other NZ church leaders, do not accept God’s Word, their vows, nor do they protect the Church’s Constitution.  In suppressing the truth we dishonour God’s Word.  Our NZ Bishop’s having actively encouraged TEC to disregard the Windsor Report, stirred up the Communion’s Crisis.  Brown now follows TEC’s example of gagging those who stand up for God’s Word.   There has been no apology to Mike, even though the Dean of Southwark is a close friend of the “Guardian’s” Stephen Bates, who is a high profile advocate of the Gay Agenda?  
P J MURPHY, A PATEA AETHIST WHO ACTIVELY DISPARAGES CHRISTIANITY in a May letter to the “Waikato Times” responded to a letter that had justified the Prime Ministers’ attendance at an Anglican Church memorial service for Sir Edmund Hillary.  He said “Sir Edmund was not of the Christian persuasion either.  For that matter, these days many of the Anglican Clergy appear not to be of the Christian persuasion.  If L J M Woodward would really like to feel queasy, I suggest a visit to the St. Matthews in the City website to read a transcript of a sermon on the subject “The Value of Secularism” by the Rev Clay Nelson, who is an Anglican priest, self described as a nontheist, whatever that might be.  This sermon was originally delivered at Rationalist House, the HQ of New Zealand’s oldest free-thought organisation”.
“GLOBAL SOUTH” ANGLICAN

MICHAEL POON of SINGAPORE’S Centre for the Study of Christianity in Asia, says the term “Global South” first appeared in 2002 in a report of the meeting of Primates on the HIV/AIDS pandemic.  In 2002 the Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission first recognised “Churches of the global South” as a discussion partner on a series of potential divisive matters…it opened the way for “Global South to group themselves as a constituency to negotiate terms with the wider Communion.  The “Global South did become organised and in 2003, for the first time conservative leaders adopted the entity “primates of the Global South” when they drafted a statement to TEC advising that if TEC’s General Convention confirms the election of homosexual Canon Gene Robinson as bishop, the Primates would meet three months later to confirm their view that TEC had placed itself outside the Anglican Communion, for appropriate action to follow. The 103 delegates of 20 provinces of the Global South were present at the third South to South, Red Sea encounter in October 2005 which embraced the Windsor Report processes and placed high reliance on an Anglican Covenant. The Global South Anglican Primates steering Committee held its first meeting in Singapore on 6 February 2008 to implement the decision reached in October 2005.  “Global South Anglicans are at a crossroad in 2008.  …. It is a matter of prime concern for all Anglicans in the Southern Hemisphere. …. our Communion is at stake.”
MAR 2008 GLOBAL SOUTH PRIMATES STATEMENT on COMMUNION’S STEERING COMMITTEE –

· It lacked “prior consultation with the Primates on its composition, procedure and accountability process, and its uncritical and overly generous assessment of the response of TEC’s House of Bishops has further weakened the remaining fragile threads of trust in the Communion and severely affected hope for any genuine resolution”. 

· “The…. ‘Torn fabric at the deepest level’, of the Anglican Communion is still a living reality.”  
· “…the primatial leadership of GAFCON recognises and supports” the significance of the Windsor-Covenant process”.

· “We are persuaded, that after GAFCON and Lambeth Conference (July 2008), the primary and urgent task is to move the global Anglican Communion substantially and effectively forward……and renewal of covenantal Anglicanism will be the focus of the 4th Global South Encounter, which by then should have a broadened representation”.
20 BISHOPS CONSECRATED BY THE CHURCH OF NIGERIA ON 14 MAY 2008!!!    Just illustrates what is needed to keep annual increases of a million more Christians joining. Last year a number were consecrated to go to America as missionary bishops and since then more have been consecrated on American soil.  They now have about 20 times the number of regularly attending Christians as England has, or TEC has. NIGERIA now has more than a third of the world’s, church attending Anglicans.  As liberal Anglicans rapidly diminish, evangelical parishes and Dioceses around the world will continue speeding ahead.   THE NZ CHURCH still continues to fade away, with even more bishops and commissioners. . LET’S  ZERO IN ON GOD’S GREAT COMMISSION; WITH REAL LEADERS.  IT WILL WORK . 
HOMOSEXUALS

SYDNEY ARCHBISHOP PETER JENSEN backed the decision of Brisbane’s Anglican Church Grammar School from turning down a request from gay students to bring male partners top the Year 12 students’ year end dance.

LATE BISHOP PAUL MOORE OF NEW YORK WAS A PANSEXUAL. Whilst married with 9 children, he had an extensive homosexual affair.  The male partner said “Of course there were many other partners”.  Another Bishop, who whilst a New York priest at the time, said Moore’s libidinous sexual activities were well known, but no one dared to challenge him.  Moore sanctioned lesbianism among his clergy.  The first was president of a homosexuality organisation at General Theological Seminary. Bisexuality is the new frontier, with homosexuality conquered in the church, by moving from the biblical standard, there is no limit.  Bishop Grien (who inhibited Bishop Moore), also left his wife for a woman who had been married twice previously.     A significant monetary damages claim against the bishop from the lady who had lost her job for the bishop’s girl friend, was quickly settled by TEC’s Presiding Bishop.   TEC’s Presiding Bishop admits there are more partnered homosexual TEC Bishops. She will not divulge them, for they are invited to Lambeth.  
MARRIAGE IS A UNIQUE UNION says Archbishop Peter Jensen; for a man and a woman publicly promise each other to live in lifelong and exclusive relationship, in sickness and in health and forsaking all others so long as they both shall live.  No other arrangement is the same.  The extreme individualism of Western culture has encouraged men and women to seek multiple sexual partners.  We are so shy of the commitment that promises involve that we have lost the art of forming relationships that will lead to marriage.  This freedom we have granted ourselves is not good for us, for our children or for the community as a whole.  We are far better off, generally speaking, living in families founded by a man and a woman who have made public promises of lifelong fidelity.  It is the family so constituted that is the primary source for the love and care without which we cannot survive.  It is the children of this family who we may expect will look after their aged, lonely and sick parents.  In pastoral ministry you soon realise that the biblical teaching against adultery is profoundly right.  The Bible summons us to discipline our sexual lives, to relate properly to other people and not merely please ourselves.  
3 DAYS OF HERMENEUTICS AT ST JOHN’S COLLEGE, Auckland has Archbishop David saying that Paul’s writings teach us how to live with our own tensions.  In asking the question “Do we ask of ‘the other’ more than we ask of ourselves?’ the example used was the attitude among some church people that gay and lesbian Christians must be celibate, and that they cannot be trusted with high office in the church.  BUT, Hermeneutics was to ascertain what God has commanded us to do.  Although God’s command and the statement of 90% of the world’s bishops at Lambeth 1998 are clear; our NZ leaders refused to follow. Not only did they vote against God’s Word, but the next day, they with other failing liberal bishops, told the world that the Lambeth decision was wrong.  Since then they have actively led the western liberals in the Anglican Communion into the present rapidly deepening crisis.      OUR LAITY STILL FAIL TO ACT .     
THE LISTENING PROCESS is a stretched out charade -
· 1978 Lambeth saw a need for deep and dispassionate study of homosexuality, that took seriously both the teaching of Scripture and the results of scientific and medical research.  It reaffirmed heterosexuality as the scriptural norm.

· 1988 Lambeth called each province to reassess, the different attitudes for human rights and towards homosexuals. 
· 1998 Lambeth asked us to listen to baptised, believing and faithful homosexuals.
· 2008 Lambeth is to have a report on the Spirit of God speaking to us through the Scriptures, our tradition and reason.

UNITY WITH ROME IS GROWING MORE ELUSIVE.  Cardinal Walter Kasper the president of the Pontifical Council on Christian Unity urged Anglicanism to quickly put its house in order for his Church would “work and pray,” for clarity from the Anglican Communion on the divisive issues of doctrine and discipline that were dividing the church.  He urged Lambeth (where he will be addressing the bishops) to settle its disputes over homosexuality as it is not “sustainable to keep pushing decision making back because it only extends the crisis.”  . YES IT DOES EXTEND THE CRISIS!  .     
MUSLIMS.

THE BARNABAS FUND concludes :”The positive attitude of Muhammad early in his career to Jews and Christians had no lasting effect in Islam, because it was over-ridden by his latter hostile attitude.  The schari’a based on the later dated verses in the Qur’an and on the hadith traditions describing what Muhammad said and did, enshrined an attitude of hostility and contempt towards non-Muslims.  Centuries of applying shari’a has created a general Muslim attitude of contempt for non-Muslims so that even in modern secular Muslim states which have constitutionally guaranteed equal rights to all citizens, non-Muslims are discriminated against in numerous ways.  With the contemporary rise of Islamism and militant Islam, non-Muslim minorities in Muslim countries face pressure, harassment and restrictions”.
ARCHBISHOP KILLED IN IRAQ.   The Chaldean Catholic Archbishop Rahho was kidnapped after leading prayers at the Church of the Holy Spirit and killed by gunmen.  The 550,000 Chaldean Christians form the majority of Iraqi Christians.  Many of their clerics have been abducted since the US invasion of March 2003.

TWO ABC’S ON SHARIA LAW have quite different views - 

· George Carey former ABC in March 2004 said “Democracy…is a beautiful and fragile flower and we should support it, value it and protect it.  It allows for dissent, for freedom of expression and for rights for all.  We should not give in to claims that Islamic countries are morally, spiritually and culturally superior to other civilisations and great cultures….Muslim leaders often tell Christians and Jews that ‘there is no compulsion in religion.’  This sadly is only half true.  If non-Muslims are not compelled to become Muslim, Muslims are not free to choose another faith.  There is, we find some compulsion, after all.”

· Rowan Williams present ABC in February 2008 said “It seems unavoidable and indeed as a matter of fact certain provisions of Sharia are already recognised in our society and under our law….I don’t think we should instantly spring to the conclusion that the whole of that world of jurisprudence and practice is somehow monstrously incompatible with human rights… An approach to law which simply said, “There is one law for everybody and that is all there is to be said”. I think that’s a bit of a danger.”
UK SHARIA INCIDENTS since the 2005 London bombings that killed 52 and injured 700 plus –
· Burger King withdrew their ice cream cones after the lid design offended a Muslim.

· London’s Tate Gallery removed a sculpture titled God is Great with a torn in half Koran.

· The Chief Inspector of Prisons banned the wearing of St George pins for cancer charity.

· The Manchester airport boss was suspended for hanging a crucifix on a staffroom wall.

· A Manchester Hospital porter was suspended for uncovering a crucifix that had been covered by Muslims.
· Arab-British Understanding Council want saints substituted, so CofE vicar proposes  to replace patron St George.
· Blackpool City council threatened to rescind taxi licences from drivers for flying Union Jacks.

· An East Northhampton council wants a pub to remove an England Flag because it had ‘England” written on it.

· British Schools discard Holocaust history, for Muslim students learning a different lesson in homes and mosques.

· Government educationists rejected a digital ‘Three Little Pigs’ story, for the use of pigs raises cultural issues.

· Four Bradford Muslims, guilty of  having bomb making manuals, Islamist hate literature, videos of hostage beheadings, had a security analyst from Chatham House, contend acquittal was advisable, lest ‘a perceived sense of injustice’ drives young Muslims to actually carry out the sort of massacres, they were suspected of perpetrating.
· A 2006 survey found 81% of British Muslims believed they were Muslim first, and 51% of 18 to 24 year old Muslims saw September 11 as an American-Israeli conspiracy.  30% would like to live under sharia law and 28% would like Great Britain to become an Islamic state.

UK MUSLIMS GROWING AND CHRISTIANS DECLINING. –

· “Religious Trends” a comprehensive analysis of religious practice in Britain has church attendance declining so fast in Britain, that the number of regular churchgoers will within a generation be less in number than those attending mosques. The fall will financially force churches to close as ageing congregations die: whilst the actively religious Muslims double in number.  Only large Baptist and independent evangelical churches will resist the trend.  By 2030  the Methodists will be down to 3,600, Presbyterians 4,400, Anglicans 87,800, Catholics 101,700, Baptists 123,000 and Independent Christians 168,000; whilst Hindus will be 855,000 and Muslims 2,660,000.  
· Professor of population studies at Manchester said “The difficulty is in retaining the children who have churchgoing parents.  So long as churchgoing is something that gets you laughed at, so long as there is a social stigma attached to being a churchgoing young person, it will be difficult to reverse the trend”.  He said for young Muslims “Being religious is a way that you show you are different, that you are proud of your heritage.  One of the ways young Muslims assert their identity is by being more observant than their parents”.  
· Dr Morgan the Archbishop of Wales, faced with the prediction of an 80% drop in 40 years to only 40,000 church members in Wales; said the role of the church in today’s society had altered, and it could no longer be judged by attendance at services alone.  .  WE ALSO HAVE SHIFTED THE GOALPOSTS TO POLITICS. WHY OH WHY? .                  
N.Z.BISHOPS GO POLITICAL, WHILST MISSING GOD’S MISSION.

NZ POLITICAL LEADERS’ POOR MORAL VALUES, ARE OVERLOOKED BY BISHOPS –

· Ewen Mc Queen of Epsom wrote in the “NZ Herald”, “The steady rise in at-risk dysfunctional families has not happened in a political or cultural vacuum.  Rather our leaders have spent much of the past 30 years deconstructing the moral values and institutions necessary for stable family life.  The Government has been especially ardent in its desire to downgrade traditional marriage.  What we see now is, to a large extent, the outcome of its efforts – relationships lacking any real commitment, parents with little sense of responsibility, broken families and abused and neglected children”.
· Keith M Harry of Hamilton wrote in the ‘Waikato Times”, “From the Prime Minister down many MPs have been indiscrete in what they have said and done.  They have legalised brothel-keeping and prostitution, permitted under age abortions without parental consent or knowledge, sanctioned abortion on demand, passed anti-smacking legislation and sanctioned homosexuality and same-sex ‘marriages’.  Their latest blunders concern global warming with their woolly thinking …to push the development of bio-fuels which has now been revealed to have significantly contributed to the world’s food shortages….” 

INSTEAD BISHOPS WANT BENEFIT CUTS OF 17 YEARS AGO NOW REVERSED. 28 March statement, includes –

“Our primary concern since the Hikoi of Hope held 10 years ago has remained constant…. All decisions by our elected public representatives and policy makers must be measured in terms of the quality of life of the most vulnerable in our society,” with the election “a unique opportunity to intensify discussion about the type of society we live in.”   BUT this statement is obviously political, for it follows Archbishop Paul Reeves’ earlier support for “Citizens for Rowling”, Church leaders’ involvement in “Hikoi of Hope,” against the then Government, and “anti-smacking” and other counter productive efforts, against God’s Word, most parishioner’s belief, and common sense.  It overlooks -
· Christians are to individually help.  Church demands to tax others, lack love and logic, and are not godly.
· Christ expects those needing help, to live responsibly and have their family be their first support. 

· Our Church leaders should not divert from passionately following God’s Great Commission.

NZ “HERALD” EDITORIAL of 31 March “Church call to go back 17 years,” includes –

· We have not heard from Church leaders on poverty since National was in office, yet they claim “Our primary concern since the “Hikoi of Hope,” held 10 years ago has remained constant.”

· “Their hope may have been constant but not their action.  This is all the more strange, because they have seen no progress on poverty since.  As the clerics observe, Labour has left National’s benefit levels largely intact after inflation adjustments.”

· “Now ….the leadership will be mobilised in a ‘call to action’ for restoration of benefit rates that were cut in 1991.  That would be ludicrous.  Much has changed in the last 17 years, not least the level of unemployment …”

· What pointy, other than a political one, would be served by restoring any facet of the economy to a position it was in 17 years ago?  And why now?  The church leaders surely have not been waiting nine years for the Labour-led Governments to heed the hikoi staged in National’s last term?  It is hard to escape the suspicion they have recovered their energy this year in anticipation of National’s return.”

· “If churches have resources to put to work on political advocacy it is a pity they do not use them better.  There are social problems that could be assisted by the application of some of the personal ethics the churches uphold.  Greater responsibility in marriage, family formation and parenting would go a long way to reducing the incidence of poverty and hardship particularly for children.  The churches have been silent on these social issues for too long – the duration of Labour’s policy leadership.  Their return to the fray at this stage can be taken only as an attempt to keep Labour in power and should that fail, to prepare for a renewed campaign against a National Government.”

ARCHBISHOP DAVID MOXON’S RESPONSE TO US, on the ‘Herald’s,’ editorial denies Church Leaders’ statement -
· was a call back 17 years to restore the 1991 benefit levels.  YET the Church Statement appeared as a news item three days before the Herald’s editorial, and is headed “Churches issue call for action on benefits.”  The statement also includes “… that many members of our society are still suffering from the effects of economic policies that were put in place by successive Governments in previous decades and that lacked a sufficiently strong social conscience.” David’s denial is also not supported by the President of the Council of Christian Social Services, who in support of the Church Statement, said beneficiaries could not make ends meet on benefit levels that were cut in ‘the mother of all budgets’ in 1991.  
· David also denies the Church is electioneering and foreshadowing a challenge to a possible National Government.  BUT this is not supported with its reference to 1991 and with “Decisions that are fuelled by self interest serve only to perpetuate a society that is marked by a division into the rich and the poor, have and the have-nots… Any neglect of our responsibilities to our families and our communities puts both our personal and societal wellbeing at risk.”  There is no mention that our Society’s problem comes from politically encouraged paganism and disregard for God’s commands.  The church statements could well have been written by, or had active encouragement from one of the PM’s 180 public relation experts.  David now tells us the aim was to challenge all policy being shaped in an election year including a Health System that we can trust, affordable housing, affordable and accessible education and the removal of cultural Bias in the provision of services.  BUT none of those appear in the original press statement.  Although God does not separate his flock on the grounds of race, the Bishop’s did recently (against the advice of the Anglican Communion), YET tell the Government not to!
· David claims the ‘Herald’ overlooks the behind the scenes work over a decade with Government Representatives, with the Churches a major player in advice concerning the Working for Families package of recent years.  BUT these secret machinations came at a cost to God’s message, in supporting an atheist and homosexual government.
YES the Editorial rightly suggests social problems such as greater responsibility in marriage, family formation and parenting should be the proper concern of the Church’s energy, rather than putting in work on political advocacy.  
ELECTORAL COMMISSION ADVICE IS REJECTED BY NZ CHURCH LEADERS.  The Commission advised the churches to register as third parties to run a $100,000 campaign on social justice before this year’s election.  BUT our leaders refuse to register.   SO both the “Herald”, the Electoral Commission and a lot of the population are wrong in assessing the church leaders are supporting a political party.   Even more people wonder why Church leaders who should be leading people to God, have the time and money to try to have us do something other than follow God. 
“ANGLICAN TANGO” autumn issue has agnostic retired Bishop Randerson on how to cast a Christian vote (including not to vote for a Christian party!).  He fails to include the key requirement that you vote for Christians.  This absence is not surprising given that he has been helping a fellow agnostic PM to giver equal status to all gods at the expense of our God.  He is concerned that in our affirming marriage and family life, we need to take care not to deny the rights and relationships of other household types.  WHY is he still a Bishop and WHEN will our magazine stop giving him space? 
ANTI SMACKING BILL actively supported by our Church leaders; is likely to be repealed by the demand for a poll.  A market research poll shows 87% (up from 82% a year ago) agree the law should be changed to state that parents who give their children a smack that was reasonable and for the purpose of correction were not breaking the law.  Why did our church leaders encourage parents to not head God’s advice and His requirement to discipline our children?  Why do we always agree to support our gay and lesbian political leaders?  These same homosexuals recently lead our church leaders to proudly and wrongly claim that we are no longer a Christian country, for we are now a multi-faith country.  In doing so, our Church leaders walk away from God’s command, to neither have, nor acknowledge other gods.  
REBIRTH OF ORTHODOXY IS NEW LIFE IN CHRISTIANITY.
“ANGLICANS ALL” A NZ INTERNET SITE has recently had a number of articles posted on it–

Peter Carrell says –

· “Sadly because orthodoxy is quickly questioned now and suspicion rather then trust reigns in our denomination, one needs to commence any responses by stating things that ought to be taken for granted – that I affirm the inspiration of the scriptures, and that God speaks to us today through the scriptures…. I believe that God has revealed what we need to know about salvation and following Jesus Christ through Holy Scripture the church has distilled the essence of orthodox faith as expressed in the great universal creeds of the church.
· “Holy Scripture certainly points to Jesus Christ the Son of God in whom the fullest revelation of God is made.  But our knowledge of Jesus Christ, our understanding of his words and deeds, is conveyed through the Old and New Testaments which provide both context/background to the incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection, and exposition of the significance and meaning of Jesus Christ for the world.  Thus there is no Christ apart from Holy Scripture and there is no Holy Scripture without Jesus Christ being its centre, and end.  
· Most if not all evangelical Anglicans would agree with “Holy Scripture is foundational to the life of the church (i.e. more than ‘a constituent significant element’) and has influenced and guided the Tradition of the church and sometimes serves to correct erroneous development in Tradition which from the beginning was intended to be the church’s accrued knowledge on the basis of exegesis of Scripture applied to challenges to the life of the church through each generation.”  Anglican theology has Holy Scripture as the final authority in any conflict between Holy Scripture, one’s own tradition the Church’s Tradition and reason.  We are not Roman Catholics, for example, because we dispute aspects of Roman understanding of Tradition on the basis of our understanding of Holy Scripture”.   “Many Protestants enjoy excellent ecumenical relationships with each other ….because they recognise the authority of Scripture…..and their acknowledgement that Holy Scripture is God’s Word written”

· On the question of homosexuality “I am certainly not convinced that our church has properly engaged with Scripture.”   He points out to Father Ron Smith, that Ron again repeats the untrue statement that Jesus had nothing to say about homosexuality.  Jesus had quite a bit to say about the Law and never abrogated its moral aspects, to thus confirm Moses’ prohibition; as later did Paul but explicitly.  Peter is also surprised that that those who say God does not condemn X jump to a conclusion that God blesses X.  “This logic defying leap from premise to conclusion could do with some attention.”

Father Ron Smith on the other hand, quite wrongy claims -
· Jesus promised “When the Spirit comes, he will lead you into all the Truth – about me, about sin…” it is reasonable to believe that the Holy Spirit is still guiding us “into all the Truth … about what sin is, and what sin is not.”  BUT Ron overlooks that the Holy Spirit did come and move the Apostles and is recorded in God’s Word.

· As we have been made free by the death and resurrection of Christ, we are no longer bound by the Law of sin and death.  BUT Christ himself states, both He and we are still bound by God’s commands and eventual judgement.
· An “extravagant claim of orthodoxy” is not supported by the action of some of its most recent claimants.  He sees the appointment of bishops by Global South Primates to the mission fields of North America as proof they are not orthodox.  BUT these Primates are following God’s Great Commission, and TEC is no longer following Christ’s -
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
Commanded you.  And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.”
· He is also ‘Mainstream or Orthodox’, and then concludes that as Christ died for the World, the Church must be servant to the world!!!  BUT he forgets God’s Great Commission asks us to teach the World to obey everything He commanded his followers.   That sure shuts us out of following a culture that does not believe, or know its maker.
Dr John Stenhouse, an associate professor at Otago, sees NZ has been more Christian than we thought.  He added –

· “Secular and left liberal historians” who have dominated NZ historical writing, have distorted the country’s history to push contemporary agendas.  “For most of our history, Christianity has been more widespread and influential than many historians, especially in recent years have acknowledged.  Arguments to the contrary should probably be understood as, in large part, attempts to use history to marginalise and silence religious believers.”  
· Auckland University of Technology’s historian Paul Moon agreed with “There has been a view of NZ history that has been promulgated which seems to be left-leaning view of history, and if you don’t conform to that view you are excluded from the crowd.  It has become a badge of honour, for a lot of historians you approach things by dismissing the role of the churches”  YES, LEFT LIBERAL HISTORIANS EASILY SILENCED OUR CHURCH LEADERS!  .
A Royal Economic Society Conference Paper “Deliver Us from Evil: Religion as Insurance.” –

· Found using data from Britain and Europe found believers enjoyed higher levels of satisfaction and suffered less psychological damage from unemployment, divorce or the death of a partner.  
· They are more socially conservative and opposed to Government intervention in areas such as employment..  
· Less than a sixth of churchgoers believed it is better to divorce than stay in an unhappy marriage.  
· They are happier than agnostics and atheists.  They become even happier the more they pray and go to church.
.  SOME ECONOMISTS SEEM TO HAVE GOT AHEAD OF OUR BISHOPS, IN PREACHING GOD’S WORD   .

Allan Chesswas of Stratford in regard to my 23 March Letter to Jean Ross (copied to you) –

· David Murrow’s “Why Men Hate Going to Church” is one man’s reflection, with the aid of some good social analysis, on a very real issue that faces the church today.  Its wide uptake and popularity across the church in New Zealand give an indication that many readers identify with what Murrow points out in his book.  
· But it is the sort of thing that goes against the environment of political correctness that continues in political and church debates across our country.  And…. until women and feminist men, learn to grapple with those challenges in an academic and diplomatic fashion, without resorting to the sighing and groaning and closed-minded reactions which is so prevalent in our church; there remains no hope for the future unity of the Anglican Communion in its present state, with its present composition of members.”
IF THERE IS ANYTHING I CAN DO TO HELP YOU MEET YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES TO GOD, YOUR          PARISH, OUR DIOCESE, AND THE NZ ANGLICAN CHURCH; PLEASE LET ME KNOW.  IF YOU
HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS, OR FURTHER INFORMATION, DO LET ME KNOW.  THANK YOU.
YOURS IN FAITH,  SINCERELY YOURS,
BRIAN M. HASKELL
