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Parish Councillors, All Saints Community Church, Hamilton.
Dear Lay Synod Representative,

ANGLICAN COMMUNION CRISIS to a NEW REFORMATION.

Alfred P Sloane Jr., in leading General Motors to become the world’s largest manufacturing enterprise; had his directors carefully consider all their decisions.  Alfred did this, by having them carefully reconsider an issue on which they had been unanimous. At the next meeting, they were again unanimous; but for the contrary view!   
Jesus Christ requires all of us to be very careful, and to be coordinated by God’s Word.  For example – 

Matthew 5:18. 
I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear; not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the law until everything is accomplished.  
Matthew 5:37.
Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes”, and your ‘No’, ’No’; anything beyond this comes 
      

 from the evil one.
Mark 7: 8    

You have let go of God’s commands and are holding on to the traditions of men. 
Mark 8: 38.  
If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes to his Father’s glory with the holy angels.
  See also Luke 9: 26.
Mark 10: 15. 
I tell you the truth; anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.   See also Luke 18: 17.
Luke 7:35   

But wisdom is proved right by all her children.
Luke 11: 28.  

Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it
Luke 12:51.   

Do you think I came to bring peace on earth?  No, I tell you but division.
John 15:16 

… I chose you and appointed you to go and bear good fruit, fruit that will last.
“ANGLICAN TANGOA” (advent 2007) SHOWS UP OUR NZ CHURCH LEADERS, as being neither careful, nor faithful to God.  Lets consider the following items (with my comments in italics) -
· An American Professor of New Testament Studies is to lead a Hui to “grapple with Paul’s teachings on the issue of ‘difference’. (Why only St Paul’s teaching, when Christ and the prophets also give real authority? Why overlook the Church’s Constitution, its Canons, Prayer Book and Traditions; as  well  as our Bishops and Clergy’s vows?.  Why a ‘liberal expert’ from the USA, instead of from a part of the Anglican Communion which bears much good fruit? With most NZ Bishops, voting 9 years ago at Lambeth, against 90% of the world’s Bishops; they still seek only supporting views, rather than God’s).
· Our NZ Primates have now turned against a Covenant; for it might expel us from the Communion. (BUT, if our Bishops repent and go back to God, and their vows, we can remain in the Communion).   
· Our Pakeha and Maori Church leaders condemned the Terrorism and Suppression Act (and Maori wing asked for reconsideration of foreshore and seabed legislation). (Neither are for God’s Great Mission).
· 90% of the Maori wings’ licensed ministers are non-stipendiary. Despite aging and health problems, there is a lack of recruitment and succession strategies; with funding, training and resourcing problems. (Anglican Communion’s and our own concerns, are now unfortunately proven.  Archbishop Tutu said “The only separation the Bible knows is between believers on the one hand and unbelievers on the other.  Any other kind of separation, division, disunity is of the Devil.  It is evil and from sin.”  The Diocese of Waiapu in seeking a new bishop wants someone with knowledge, understanding and commitment to things Maori.  Depth of faith appears lower on the list, as an afterthought).
· Our retired agnostic ex assistant Bishop Randerson, now has Jesus dying for a new earthly heaven.  
· The Anglican Pacifist Fellowship of NZ seek our church to become a peace community.
· An “unrepentant liberal” thanks St John’s College. (Presumably for not supporting the Church’s Canons, and for favouring present culture, rather than God’s own Word).
STOP PRESS
NZ “Herald” has a controversial Canadian woman, tipped by London’s “Guardian” as the next Anglican Bishop of Christchurch.  Bishop Victoria Matthews was two thirds of the way through the ratification process.  She has signaled support for blessing gay marriages and has had two attempts for Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada. Archbishop Moxon is concerned her name was leaked.  (YOU NEED TO  STOP this appointment. She has helped collapse the Canadian Church, and crack our Anglican Communion). 
The following pages provide you and your parishioners with recent background information about –
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Authority in the Church, for we are with too much pride, slipping away from God’s Word.
          3
Archbishop of Canterbury (ABC) wants to permit UK Muslims some of their religious law.                    3
ABC’s Advent letter is on TEC’s failure to comply with Windsor Report and Primates.

          5
Some Anglican leaders drop Christmas and deny God’s Word.




          6
Anglican Covenant needs our Leaders full support, instead of decrying a Covenant.                                 8
Lambeth Conference 16 July – 4 August is not supported by the leaders of most Anglicans.
        10
Global Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON) 14 – 22 June 2008 will chart our future.                       11
Homosexuals are not a biological given. Very few go to church, they die early and kill many.                13
Failing Canadian Anglican Church.







        15
Failing USA Episcopal Church (TEC).







        16
Missionary work in North America, off to a great start, accelerates away with good leaders.                   21
A number of us pray you will discharge your responsibility; by standing up for His Great Mission and calling failing leaders to account.  Do have His Word, Church’s Constitution, Cannons, Prayer Book and Vows upheld.
Yours in faith,                                                                                                    
Brian M Haskell.
AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH
Rev Dr MARK THOMPSON Academic Dean & Head of Theology, Moore Theological College, writes “The unity of Scripture, stemming from its origin in God but reinforced in particular by its focused testimony to Christ, is the presupposition of all faithful reading.  The ancient practice of the analogy of faith, comparing passages of Scripture and letting the clear and unambiguous passages provide guidance on how to read those passages which are less clear are reaffirmed.  There is no need to interpose an authorized interpreter between the Christian and the biblical text.  Just so, there is no need to construct an elaborate theory of reading or impose a carefully reasoned set of hermeneutical principles, well intentioned though they may be”. He concludes with –

“The Anglican formularies take seriously the nature of the church as constituted and governed by the word of God.  Authentic Anglicanism tests all things by the teaching of Scripture and so all other claims to authority must be considered contingent and circumscribed at best.  Where obedience to the word of God in thought, or practice is lacking there is no genuine authority at all.  In the final analysis this must be so because Scripture is the word of the Church’s Lord  The confession at the heart of the Christian Church’s existence is that ‘Jesus Christ is Lord’.  This is also why any such contingent and circumscribed authority within churches must bear the stamp of Christ’s character.  Coercion is entirely out of place.  Insisting upon personal allegiance and loyalty is thoroughly inappropriate.  For he who served us even to death provides the model for all leadership and authority amongst his people.  We cannot afford to allow attention to be diverted from him by whom and for whom we exist.”

JOHN MARCON says “The establishment of an agreed authority base for the Anglican Communion continues to evade us.  It is not because we can’t agree on the foundations e.g. Scripture, reason and tradition but because we can’t agree on what these mean.”  (BUT if we make reason and tradition subordinate to Scripture, we will agree.  We need to humble ourselves and recognize our maker has given us His Word, which He expects us to follow.  In Elevating our reason and tradition we are too proud. In our Pride we aim to please Man, but badly fail God. In knowing better than God, we embrace the Devil and fail God, His Church and now the Anglican Communion).
ARCHBISHOP OF UGANDA HENRY LUKE ORAMBI  says “We would not be facing the crisis in the Anglican Communion if we had upheld the basic reformation, convictions about Holy Scripture: its primacy, clarity, sufficiency, and unity.  Part of the genius of the Reformation was its insistence that the word of God and the liturgy be in the language of the people so that the Bible could be read and understood by the simplest plowboy.  The insistence from some Anglican circles (mostly Western world) on esoteric interpretations of Scripture borders on incipient Gnosticism that has no place in historic or global Anglicanism.”   (Gnosticism is the doctrines of certain early Christian sects considered heretical, that valued inquiry in scriptural truth above faith, and thought salvation was obtainable only by a few; by transcending matter and viewing Christ as not tangible).
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY FOR UK MUSLIMS’ RIGHT TO USE ISLAMIC LAW (SCHARIA), FOR MARITIAL AND FINANCIAL DISPUTES.  8 February 2008
ABC’S LECTURE WAS RECKLESS AND DISGRACED HIS OFFICE says a London reporter, and ABC’s lecture showed that even the mildest mannered intellectual can become a bulldog in the social china shop … with a recklessness that disgraced his office”.  “In the name of liberal co-existence the archbishop took arms against the very principles that give our diverse, cacophonous and mobile society what cohesion it has”.
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT TURNED DOWN A SIMILAR PROPOSAL IN 2005 from Australian Muslim leaders.
PREVIOUS ABC, LORD CAREY OBJECTED  in “Are we promoting harmony of Muslim ghettos?” – 

1. The watchword for any dialogue, worth its name,….must insist on reciprocity…. Christians are being persecuted in Pakistan and Northern Nigeria with violence and church burning.

2. Many ordinary Muslims want to embrace the West and adapt their faith and customs to Britain.  Western law is seen as compliant to more progressive notions of Sharia. Muslims are engaged in strenuous dialogue on how Muslim minorities should live.
3. Accommodation would lead to further demands; for separation of ‘church and state’ are largely new to Islam, as sharia law trumps civil law every time.
4.
Muslims represent only 3 per cent of the population.  Sharia law tribunals are “like using a sledgehammer to crack a nut – and what it would do for social cohesion does not bear thinking about.” (Oh for a Lord Carey in NZ).
ARCHBISHOP OF YORK previously SAID SHARIA LAW WOULD NEVER HAPPEN in Britain.
CATHOLIC CARDINAL SAID BRITISH GOVERNMENT DESTROYED UNITY.  The Cardinal in charge of England and Wales said the Government’s multi-culturalism destroyed the unity of British society. (BUT our NZ Church has not only been racist, it has actively helped our Government to similarly destroy our society’s unity).
BISHOP OF ROCHESTER DISAGREES WITH ABC.  The Bishop with a Muslim and Christian family background said all the codes of Sharia “would be in tension with the English legal tradition on questions like monogamy, divorce, rights of women, custody of children, laws of inheritance and of evidence.  This is not to mention the relation of freedom of belief and of expression to provisions for blasphemy and apostasy”.
PROMINENT MUSLIMS ROUNDED ON ABC including a Muslim MP who rejected the idea that British law forces Muslims to choose between their religion and their society. “This will alienate people from other communities, because they will think this is what Muslims want – and it is not”.

EX UK HOME SECRETARY DISAGREED for formalizing Sharia would be “catastrophic” for social cohesion. 

MANY WHO HEAR ABC’S LECTURE WERE CRITICAL at the Royal Courts of Justice in London.
SENIOR CLERGY CALL FOR ABC’S RESIGNATION saying there has been a lot of calls for him to resign, for a lot of people will now have lost confidence in him.  I cannot believe a man of his intelligence could be so gullible.  A member of ABC’s Council says “I don’t suppose he will take any notice, but yes, he should resign.”
ABC INSISTS HE HAD MADE NO PROPOSALS FOR SHARIA, BUT his BBC radio interview stated the application of sharia in the UK was “Unavoidable…it’s not as if we are bringing in an alien and rival system”.
LEADER OF 500 CLERGY REFORM GROUP said “We are very sad that he does not seem to be able to articulate a clear Christian vision for Britain.  It is true to say that there is a lot of dissatisfaction”. 

ARCHBISHOP OF NORTHERN NIGERIA SAID HIS PEOPLE WERE IN SHOCK that an Anglican Archbishop is calling for sharia law.  This will be used against us who are saying that we do not think sharia law will help the cause of freedom and the gospel of Jesus Christ in Northern Nigeria.  We have experienced Sharia law. We know it and in the last nine years full blown sharia law has been introduced in at least 11 states in Northern Nigeria and what the church are experiencing in these states is, to say the least, unbearable.  Once you ask for the first step of sharia law you are going to get to the last of it.  By 1960 when Nigeria got independence, it began as a penal code.  Once it came to this generation they upgraded it to full blown sharia.  Christians no longer had any freedom.  They could not broadcast on radio or TV, they could not build churches and women were under pressure to assume the veil.  
ABC COMPARED BRITISH MUSLIMS TO GOOD SAMARITANS in an interview last year, with a Muslim lifestyle magazine.  He praised the Muslim ritual of praying 5 times day.  He also said terrorists “can have serious moral goals” and argued that the 9/11 terrorists should not be called evil!
‘TIMES ONLINE’ ASKS IF ABC IS HOLDING FAST TO THE GOOD?  Thes. 5:21   “Hold fast that which is good”.  “In the midst of all this moral confusion and relativism, is the premier prelate holding fast that which is good?  Far from it.  He recommends multicultural legal cherry-picking, with individuals free to choose”.
IMMENSE CONSTITUTIONAL IMPLICATIONS for sharia law to apply to a particular area, for it would require an Act of Parliament to create a separate jurisdiction in which the Queen’s rule no longer applied. 
ISLAMIC SCHOLAR DISAGREES.  Sheikh Mumisa, at Cambridge, disagrees with ABC for sharia law –

· undermines the rights of Muslim women, 

· Senior UK Muslim clerics also want to have their penal laws included.  
· ABC a few days earlier wanted the blasphemy law replaced by something more severe, for he wanted people punished for voicing thoughts hurtful to others, even if unintentional.  

· Would certainly create no-go areas for non-Muslims in Britain. (ABC also claims Bishop of Rochester is wrong in saying no-go areas currently exist).
LIBERAL CHRISTIANITY INTENSIFIES RADICAL ISLAM THREAT.   Patrick Sookhedo, a former Muslim and advisor to British, American and NATO military officials on jihadist ideology; is also the director of the Institute for the Study of Islam and Christianity and a British Anglican canon, says – 

· Christians are afraid to admit that only believers in Jesus Christ will be saved and others – Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists are lost, because that would be arrogance in a society dominated by secular humanist ideology.
· If a Church “embraces liberalism in its life, then the church will die and not only will the church die, but society around it will also die.”
· “Some Muslims live peacefully among Westerners while others like Al-Qaeda want to ‘blow us up to bits.’  While some Muslims say our religion is one of peace, the Koran has been used throughout history to justify violence.  How do we compute, not just the hundreds, not thousands, but the tens of thousands who are dying within a religion that claims to be unified and claims to be a religion of peace?”
EDITOR OF THE “SPECTATOR” LONDON,  SENSES A WEAK LIBERAL . “what Williams advances is still the jurisprudence of appeasement, moral cowardice dressed up as worthy cerebration.  His lecture was a victory for those who believe that the liberal West is weak.  It will hearten those who suspect that we fear confrontation more than we value our own beliefs, and that, with time, we can be coaxed into incremental surrender.  The worst of it is the archbishop’s craven fatalism.  I don’t see anything remotely ‘unavoidable’ about the incorporation of sharia in the law of this country.  I see liberalism kowtowing to fundamentalism.
ROSEMARY McLEOD IN “WAIKATO TIMES” IS APPALLED BY ABC’S LECTURE.   She calls for him to move from inevitable acceptance to stand with courage.  She knows many Anglicans worldwide are standing with their lives at stake, particularly those who experience persecution and systemic genocide in some Islamic countries.  She sees it as a wake up call to the Church in NZ; for she has been disillusioned by our Church which gave her a confirmation book, whilst continuing to bow down to inevitable challenges that enter our societies.
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY’S, ADVENT LETTER    14 December 2007.
· Episcopal Church (TEC) has sufficiently answered the concerns of the wider Communion and it would be unrealistic and ungrateful to expect more from TEC in terms of clarification.  ABC admits individual TEC bishops either declared their unwillingness to abide by TEC’s statement, or that it did not  imply any change in TEC’s policies. ABC in effect offers little hope for orthodox Episcopalians, who are leaving individually in thousands, as well as within many departing parishes and within some Dioceses.   
· Acknowledges Anglican factions have fought to a standstill.  TEC Bishops did not produce a clear reversal and apology, requested by Windsor Report and later by all the Primates.  As the Primates no longer had a consensus, ABC’s solution was to keep talking and moving towards creating a ‘Covenant’ to clarify the terms of membership in the Anglican Communion. 
· ABC sees Lambeth Conference as a meeting of the chief pastors and teachers of the Communion, seeking an authoritative common voice.  BUT, why has TEC who has blatantly repudiated the 1998 Lambeth Conference decision, not been held to account by the ‘authoritative common voice’? ABC’s failure to discipline TEC and his call for professional meditation, underestimates TEC’s breach.
· ABC points out he has repeatedly said the 1998 Lambeth Conference Resolution on sexuality, carried by an overwhelming majority of the Communion, is the common reading of scripture for the Communion; and with the majority of Christian churches worldwide and through the centuries.
· ABC’s clear guidelines for attendance at Lambeth imply a willingness to work with aspects of the Lambeth Conference to implement the Windsor Report, including proposed covenant; (most  NZ  bishops would not currently qualify) and to ask how the Communion can avoid this sort of crisis in the future. 
(BUT, ABC’s invitations to Lambeth, should be withdrawn from bishops who do not agree in writing  to the processes outlined in the Windsor Report and Dar-es-Salaam Primates Communique and pledge to uphold the 1998 Lambeth resolution 1.10, as the agreed upon standard of conduct for Anglicans).

· Each faction of the church gets a different impression from ABC’s letter; for his words are unfocused.  

· ABC acknowledges TEC is extremely unlikely to produce any more substantial consensus on matters of human sexuality. The Windsor Report correctly states ‘By electing and confirming such a candidate in the face of the concerns expressed by the wider Communion the Episcopal Church (USA) has caused deep offence to many faithful Anglican Christians both in its own church and in other parts of the Communion”.  (ABC’s intended professionally facilitated conversations with TEC’s leadership and others, should concentrate on a negotiated settlement for separation, without rancour or litigation).

TEC DOES NOT RECOGNISE ABC OR LAMBETH’S ROLES.  TEC’s recent actions and incomplete response to the Primates has lead many to no longer recognize TEC as a church that stands under the authority of scripture; or which proclaims the same gospel, or shares a common ministry of word and sacrament.  This lack of recognition lies far deeper than TEC’s sexual ethics.  TEC’s bishops (and some NZ bishops) fail to realize their ministry within the church requires them to guard its faith and order.  
TEC’S PASTORAL CARE PROPOSAL IS NOT ACCEPTED.  The proposal does not command the full confidence of those most affected.  Furthermore serious concerns remain about the risks of spiraling disputes before secular USA courts; despite the primates at Dar-es Salaam expressing profound disquiet.  ABC acknowledges need to find a way for those within TEC who support the Windsor Report, to differentiate themselves from the present leadership of their church.  
ABC FAILED TO USE A PRIMATES MEETING TO DECIDE UPON TEC’S RESPONSE to their Windsor report and their Dar-es Salaam Communiqué. Although ABC acknowledges TEC has made a serious and significant departure from Scripture, he fails to recognize that TEC has compromised its entire ministry and mission, and seriously hurt the world’s “Anglican” brand and harmed God’s Mission.
SOME ANGLICAN LEADERS DROP CHRISTMAS and DENY GOD’S WORD.
AUCKLAND ARCHDEACON’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE CUTS OUT JESUS AND GOD’S WORD. Archdeacon Cardy happily calls upon all people to celebrate the values of generosity, caring, togetherness and hospitality, which reflect Christianity but also transcend it, embracing a borderless spirituality.  He claims that Jesus is no longer the main reason, or enough reason for celebrating Christmas.  This follows his previous year’s claim that Jesus was conceived when his mother Mary was raped!   If universal reconciliation and eternal life are not worth celebrating, what is?  Why do some of our shepherds disparage God, His Word and His Son?  (Why do our leaders not stand up for God and stop this unbiblical nonsense?)   Cardy excused himself in the NZ “Herald” on 23 Dec 2007 with “Well I think Jesus has been withdrawn from Christmas. The Biblical Christmas is ignored in  a lot of places.  I was wanting to say, ‘OK, let’s go with the cultural Christmas’.”  The reporter noted that Cardy was apologetic about Jesus.  He didn’t want to frighten the horses with talk about The Chosen One and concluded that I sincerely hope he doesn’t start calling Him ‘Mate.’  Cardy denies there was an angel called Gabriel, denies the wise men on camels, denies the star over Bethlehem, does not believe the virgin birth, thinks there was something sexually irregular about Jesus’ birth.  He does not think that spirituality is owned by Christianity, and I don’t think the Christian Church owns God.  Yes, he was trained at St Johns College – which says it all.  As does his 80 congregation.  The interview was in the church Crypt, a room rented to the Buddhists meditation group and upstairs was an office party in full swing, with a broken glass by the pulpit and a man in a monks cowl playing Doobie brothers on the turntable.
ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY SETS US A PROPER CHRISTMAS MESSAGE with “…I wish you and yours a joyous time of celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is a time to connect with friends and family and to rest and relax.  I hope you are able to do that this Christmas, remembering the great truth we celebrate at this time, that Jesus is God come down to us in flesh – the God of the universe connecting with us”.
OUR ARCHBISHOP HAS NO CHRISTMAS MESSAGE.  The December  “Church Alive” and Advent issue of “Anglican Taonga” fail to include Christmas messages, not even from the Editors.  So we again miss an opportunity to proclaim the great truth of Christmas.  Why are we too busy on other than God’s Mission?
INCREASING COMPROMISE FORCED UPON C of E’s EVANGELICALS over 25 years. Creedal statements became optional.  A 2002 survey by ‘Cost of Conscience’ revealed a third of clergy doubted or disbelieved in the physical Resurrection and only half were convinced of the truth of the Virgin birth.  Once the creeds have been emptied of shared meaning, biblical morality will share a similar fate.  So the church drops Christ and God’s Word for a pervasive libertarian political culture.   The Church with non-believing leaders, is no longer  Christ’s!
GOD’S MISSION SUFFERS, when our leaders still listen to Archbishops and Bishops who left for Government remunerated appointments.   This also happened in Australia.  The C of E and some other ‘Western’ Anglican  Churches also suffer from liberal leaders.  Orthodox and successful Primates are needed to bring these strayed Churches back to Him.  Bishop Paul Reeves support of Citizens for Rowling was contrary to His Mission.
C of E STILL SLIPPING AWAY with Roman Catholics now the largest British religious group.  Pentecostal churches have surpassed the Methodists as the third largest Christian denomination. C of E’s Sunday attendances have dropped 20% since 2000.  In England it is illegal to teach the Christian faith as true, at state schools.  Many who supported homosexuality being decriminalized did not anticipate a proselytizing Gay Liberation Movement (which later helped split the Anglican Communion.  Again God as always is right and the secular often wrong).
.

TEC’s RETIRED BISHOP SPONG is still a bishop of ‘good standing’ within TEC, despite many protestors.  In his extensive travels (recently in NZ) and lectures, he claims Jesus was not born of a virgin, never performed any miracles and was not bodily resurrected from the grave, yet then believes that Jesus is “the defining God presence in a human being”.  He and TEC’s Presiding Bishop Schori claim it is idolatry to say the only way to God is through Jesus.  He sees ABC “trying to keep the homophobic people happy, who are operating out of the old definition.  And it is not going to work.  The old definition is going to die, and if the church splits, too bad.”
WITNESSING INTOLERANCE FOR CHRISTIANS.  Britain’s Chief Rabbi claims it threatens “Christian societies on campus, people who wear crucifixes and happen to work at airports, there are bans on public displays of Christian Symbols and sometimes even Christmas itself is the festival that dares not speak its name.  How come we are a measurably less tolerant society than we were 20 years ago?”  It was because of the loss of a shared moral code.  What then happens when two views clash?  The answer is the loudest or the angriest voice wins.  If I can’t refute you then I can ridicule you.  I can intimidate you and even, if I need ban you.  That is    how the old tolerance which made Britain so special and so beloved to all of us has mutated into the new intolerance, or as I called it in my book in one of the chapters, ‘the death of freedom in the name of freedom’.”
TOERANCE IS NOT TOLERANCE says Dr Edwards the leader of Britain’s Evangelical Society. “If modern day politics seeks to silence or exclude voices, be they religious, gay or atheist, then a key pillar of an open society will have been destroyed and we will be the poorer for it”.  “Tolerance is not the absence of conviction, or even of conversion.  It is the absence of coercion.  In a liberal democracy it is more intolerant to disallow religious views based on secular prejudice; after all, secularism is just another religious position.
BISHOP OF LONDON’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE highlights how religion and faith is back on the political agenda, which brings back fear and alarm to many.  “In our country there is a small but growing band of secular fundamentalists, encouraged by the success of Richard Dawkins book “The God Delusion” who portray faith as delusional and religion as some kind of ‘virus’ which need to be extirpated if the reign of truth and goodness is ever to be realized. We know from the tragic history of the 20th century where such totalitarian notions lead.”  He added that the most dangerous ‘God delusion’ of all is to make gods of human beings by ignoring the dark perversity in human life and our propensity to evil.”  “This Christmas come and see this thing which has come to pass.  Trace the story in Scripture and join the doubters and seekers, the shepherds and the men from the East.  The Church can look the darkness of the world in the face and not despair.”
ANGLICAN COVENANT
NEW ZEALAND CHURCH HAS NO ENTHUSIASM FOR COVENANT per advent issue of “Anglican Taonga;” for it fears it, or others being expelled or excommunicated.  Sir Paul Reeves told a Christchurch Cathedral audience that there was a wide ranging concern that the draft covenant could cede authority to the primates.  Sir Paul however admits that controversy over sexuality issues has impaired the Communion.  NZ leaders’ response on the first draft covenant to the Covenant Design Group includes –


-
We remain deeply committed to staying together as Anglicans; but also claims we can not accept 

‘covenant’ for it is given to us by God, and the Treaty of Waitangi was not honoured.  


-
Given the breakdown of trust we are unconvinced a covenant is the way forward.


Our three Tikanga Church perspective is in fact the real covenant, and it is crucial that 


cultural identity and heritage are honoured in the body of Christ clearly and carefully.  (God 

takes a back seat in these surprising statements).  

-
We no longer use gender specific language about God.  (This is unscriptural).


-
We are Anglicans because we are in Communion with ABC and each other, so there is no 

need for expulsion of a member church.  (This overlooks the Communion’s present inability to 

disassociate from a branch church that is inventing a non Christian and seemingly a non God 

religion. Also some of our own leaders need to repent, or be held to account.).

-
We claim concern that a Covenant might clash with our Canons and Constitution. (The reality is 

that it will help stop us from departing from our Canons and Constitution).



We are upset with the Primates (Yet they seek to have the 1998 Lambeth Resolution of the 

World’s bishops and resulting Windsor Report actually followed!).

-
A claim that our Primates only operate with powers delegated to them. (But, our Dunedin Bishop 

recently followed our Auckland Bishop, against the advice of his own clergy and laity, as well as 

the Anglican Communion’s Lambeth Resolution and Windsor Report.  Unfortunately most of our 

Bishops had in 1998 compromised themselves, in acting without authority of clergy or laity, 

to vote
against the World’s bishops).

-
Our Church’s Mission Statement is an example of how to work with difference.  (But, we split into racist groups, rather than work together. Our lack of courage for God, leads us to schism).
-
We seek to retain the current freedoms of the Anglican Communion (but overlook both    partnership, or belonging to a group; involves responsibilities and giving away some authority.  This also applies to Christ’s ‘Anglican’ franchise.  God commands us to humble ourselves to His commands.  In claiming independence, we have been hurt by those who 
led us away from the authority of Lambeth 1998.  The sooner we drop Man’s agenda for God’s, the sooner will we start moving on His Great Mission   Meantime we hurt the efforts of  humble and successful followers for Him.  This Failure will soon lead NZ  into a TEC and Canadian type collapse). 
ABC’S ADVENT LETTER REQUIRES LAMBETH ATTENDERS TO IMPLEMENT THE COVENANT. ABC requires of those who are invited and attend Lambeth, to be willing to work with aspects of the Lambeth Conference that relate to the implementing of the Windsor Report, including the proposed covenant; and to ask how the Communion can avoid this sort of crisis in the future.  (Our Church now needs to fully and formally resolve to support Lambeth, Windsor Report and a Covenant, and go to GAFCON as well! (refer page 11) ).
SCOTTISH ANGLICAN NETWORK welcomed the draft Anglican Covenant, for it is insightful, generous in its orthodoxy and uncontroversial in its expression of the Christian faith.

FORMER ABC LORD CAREY said in Houston, the Communion has been in turmoil; since the 2004 consecration of an openly gay bishop in Hampshire.  It has created enormous shock waves around the world.  It has hindered missions in Muslim countries.  It has distressed conservative congregations everywhere.  Scores of American parishes and some dioceses are asking for foreign oversight because members feel the national church is no longer traditional in biblical interpretation and practice.  He wished the American House of Bishops to commit itself to the Windsor Covenant and be wholehearted about it.  If we do not insist on it, then I think our number is up.  The American church has turned its back on the moral voice of the Lambeth Conference.  There is no way out of the problem now.  (Our NZ leaders also have a very limited amount of time to turn back!)
CHURCH OF IRELAND had a very positive response with a few minor suggestions which are easily incorporated in the new draft of the Covenant.
A SUMMARY OF THE COVENANT’S HISTORY.  It may be different from information given you - 

-  
May 2003 Primates meeting in Brazil heard a gay may be elected Bishop of New Hampshire.
-  
Oct 2003 Primates appoint a Lambeth Commission on Communion, which increasingly got involved in the Windsor Report.  (US Presiding Bishop signed the Primates Announcement)
-  
Nov 2004  ABC’s Advent letter to Primates refers positively to covenant proposal. We have experience of making covenants with our ecumenical partners; why should there not be appropriate commitments which we can freely make with one another? 
-   
Feb 2005 Primates welcomed the proposal for an Anglican Covenant, noting that The Chicago/Lambeth Quadrilateral has already been effectively operating as a form of covenant that secures our basic commitment to scripture, the Nicene Creed, the two sacraments of the  Gospel and the Historic Episcopate.


-  
Jun 2005 Anglican Consultative Commission (ACC) commended a propose Covenant 
for 

Communion in Mission.
-  
Mar 2006 Joint Standing Committees of Primates and ACC commended the paper “Towards an Anglican Covenant” and requested the appointment of a group to work on the proposal for having it discussed and reflected upon in the Communion.

-  
Jun 2006 TEC at its General Convention supported ‘the process of developing an Anglican Covenant that underscores our unity in faith, order and common life in 
serving God’s mission’.  They noted our Communion lacks a set of adequately developed structures which is able to cope with the diversity of views that will arise with global communication and huge cultural variety.  The tacit conventions between us need spelling out, not for the sake of some central control mechanism but so that we have ways of 
being sure we’re still talking the same language, aware of belonging to the one, holy, catholic and  apostolic Church of Christ.  We need ways of translating this underlying sacramental communion into a more effective institutional reality, so that we don’t compromise or embarrass 
each other… but learn how to share responsibility.


-   
Sep 2006 ABC advised Primates of the creation of a Covenant Design Group (CDG).
-  
Jan 2007 CDG met, drawing on responses to “Towards an Anglican Covenant” to produce  a first Draft Covenant.

-  
Feb 2007 Joint Standing Committee of the Primates and ACC discussed the Draft Covenant.  They commended CDG’s Report for study, urging Provinces to submit their initial response to the ACC by the end of 2007.
-
Early Jan 2008 NZ Church’s response was sent too late, to meet 31 Dec 2007 
deadline. It was not considered, to avoid delaying the second Covenant draft.

-  
Late Jan 2008 CDG met to review the comments and submissions received on first draft.  
-  
Early February 2008 CDG released their second draft for reflection in the Communion at  large, 
and in particular by Lambeth (16 July to 4 August).   It is accompanied by support documents 
and a brief commentary and tentative draft procedure.  
- 
Following Lambeth CDG will submit a Covenant draft for formal comment and response, with 
the intention of producing a definitive proposal for adoption by the Communion following a 
further round of consultation.  

IS 2008 THE COMMUNION’S FINAL YEAR?    In 2007 the Anglican Communion did not know what it stood for, what it meant and what it believed.  If the Covenant is not now seen as a ‘basis for mutual trust and reduced anxiety” at a time of real fragmentation, the Communion will indeed split before the year is out.  
BISHOP OF ROCHESTER SUPPORTS NEED FOR A COVENANT to his Synod, pointing out –

-
 “The self organising power of the Gospel produces a truly evangelical church.  Those who are called to preaching and teaching have a positive task of bringing the whole counsel of God (Acts20:27 “For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God”) to their people. 

-
But they also have the negative task which is to maintain the Church in its indefectibility, so that the gates of hell do not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it”).    They must make sure the Church does not lose the core of the Gospel. 
-
Two American theologians have said that Anglicans have always been compromised by ‘unsanctified council’.  They have allowed the State and the culture to constrain the freedom of the Gospel. The tendency to capitulate to culture has been exported to other parts of the World (unfortunately to and from our New Zealand church leaders as well).
-
The Communion is now in a place of greater accountability, where ‘our structures must provide a framework for the context of our belief.’ 2 Cor.4:5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.”

PRIMATES WERE ASKED TO ACT BY LAST TWO LAMBETHS the Church of England points out, they were to exercise on the Communion’s behalf; to ensure that significant and potentially divisive decisions are taken only after there has been proper conversation about the issue in question across the Communion.  (So   why did our own Primates and standing committees not stop our rogue bishops’ actions that have split  our  Church?)
A covenant for the Communion provides a sound platform on which to build relationships for our own benefit, and to further the mission of the church.  This will bring followers closer together in walking the way of Christ.  As all Provinces wanted a Covenant, and so did all the ‘Instruments of Unity’ and all the Primates; those few now against, should realize that the Covenant is coming.  The remaining Anglican flocks will then be found and brought back to Him.   

                  LAMBETH CONFERENCE 


16 July – 4 August 2008

ABC INVITES 800 OR SO ANGLICAN BISHOPS but not the gay bishop of New Hampshire USA, or the missionary bishops operating in North America for Archbishops of other provinces.  The 18 active US bishops who helped consecrate the gay bishop are still invited, including some others (in NZ as well) who  defied the Windsor Report and the unanimous communiqué’s of the world’s primates.  Currently a third of the bishops will boycott Lambeth.  ABC advises Lambeth will not resolve the homosexuality issue.
LAMBETH 2008 WILL BE HELD REGARDLESS of who turns up.   ABC has left it open, for homosexual bishop Gene Robinson to “…be present as a guest at some point or at some optional event”.
ANGLICAN COMMUNION OFFICE (ACO) is beholden to TEC who provide about a third of ACO’s funds.  ACO is determined to have a Lambeth Conference, for it is one of the main reasons why it exists.  Being beholden to TEC they are very sympathetic to TEC.  If they lose TEC money, it is going to be very hard to put on a future Lambeth, to justify their existence.

LAMBETH A 3 WEEK MEETING, HAS NO AUTHORITY and it is blatantly ignored by some member churches says Archbishop Akinola of Nigeria “Our African churches are asked to divert funds from much needed work of evangelisation and charity” for an expensive meeting that is ignored.  In some cases, poorer provinces are ‘assisted’ by donors from the west who have a deliberate agenda of buying silence from these churches” (South Africa for one, and who pays our Bishop’s recent trips to the USA?).
SOUTHERN CONE PRIMATE WILL NOT ATTEND LAMBETH for “Some of us who have actually participated in all the meetings (since last Lambeth) believe we have to get on with the really important ministry of the Church, which is to do with salvation and eternal life, and that this can only be done with those who share the historic biblical faith.  It’s a question of realism and priorities.”  “The latest disillusionment is that there won’t be another primates’ meeting, which is a tragedy because it was there that everything was developed.  In the real world you don’t dismiss the medical team before the operation is completed”.  “… being God’s people we know He is guiding us even if we have no real sense of what that might mean in the future.  Part of our problem has been to do with well intentioned westerners trying to help us with a western agenda.”
TEC WANTS HOMOSEXUAL BISHOP AT LAMBETH.   TEC’s Presiding Bishop Schori has appointed three of her bishops to consult with ABC on inviting TEC’s homosexual bishop Robinson.  The bishops were granted US$60,000 towards their travel and expenses and are to report back to the House of Bishops in March.  Two had attended a meeting to maximize homosexuals in England during the Lambeth Conference.
UP TO QUARTER OF ENGLISH BISHOPS UNWILLING TO ATTEND Lambeth, says Bishop of Rochester.
MANY WHO WILL NOT ATTEND LAMBETH face claims ‘the only way to address issues of deep difference in the Church is to come together, pray together, study the scriptures together and speak openly with each other’.  Their response is that they have done so for more than ten years.  Not only were they ignored, they were vilified, persecuted and marginalized by some of the key leaders who will be at Lambeth.  Further talks will make no difference.  They refuse to accept an appearance of Anglican unity is more important than God’s truth.  The Australian Primate and some of his liberal bishops refuse to seriously meet with, pray with, and speak openly with the Australian Anglican bishops they disagree with.
ABC SEES ANGLICAN IDENTITY HAS BOUNDARIES. “An invitation to Lambeth does not constitute a certificate of orthodoxy.”   The Communion has been broken largely by the actions and attitudes of TEC.  If the Communion is to survive, it will need to be much clearer and a lot more pleasant.

ANGLICAN COMMUNION AT CROSSROADS says Dean of Exeter, Feb 2008, and its existence as a cohesive force is under real threat,
2008 IS FINAL YEAR FOR ANGLICAN COMMUNION is what the Global South and many individuals expect if it tries to remain as currently constituted.

GLOBAL ANGLICAN FUTURE CONFERENCE (GAFCON)    14-22 June 2008
ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY’S ADVICE.   GAFCON will discuss the future of mission and relationships within the churches of the Anglican Communion.   Those who wish to retain biblical standards especially in the area of sexual ethics have spent much time and effort in negotiations on these issues.  They want to move on together with the gospel of Christ’s Lordship, a gospel which challenges us and changes lives.  Jerusalem, Israel is the venue because it symbolizes the biblical roots of Anglicans.  
· 1998 Lambeth Conference made it clear the overwhelming majority of the world’s Anglican leaders maintained sexual relationships are reserved for marriage between a man and a woman.  
· 5 years later the Anglican Churches in Canada and the USA (and NZ) transgressed these boundaries in defiance of the Bible’s authority.  
· There was an immediate adverse result for those maintaining their orthodoxy, within these churches. The American actions impacted churches around the world, hurt their witness and hindered the good effect of Anglican Communion membership for Christian minorities.  
· Some Americans condemned attempts by Global South Bishops to provide ministry for orthodox Anglicans who have left the American churches individually, by parishes and even dioceses.
· It is clear we will never go back to being the Communion.  There has been a permanent change, for some American Anglicans are as committed to their new sexual ethics, as to the gospel itself.
· The conference will provide pastoral support for bishops and their wives, who for reasons of conscience cannot go to Lambeth.

· Israel holds a significant place in the minds of many African Christians, who see in the Old Testament a reflection of their own experiences.

· The primate of each Province is responsible for providing the list of invitees to the leadership team, for a conference constraint is a 1000 maximum.

· Sydney Diocesan Standing Committee had urged their Archbishop and 5 regional bishops to make a stand, protesting the Lambeth Conference guest list had denied some orthodox bishops, and included some heretical ones.  (Prayerfully our Provincial and Diocesan Standing Committees will also give all our bishops the fortitude that God expects of them.  They need to repent and now firmly stand with orthodox bishops).

· A book is being produced early May, for study by all members of the conference beforehand.  The book is being produced by a Theology Resource Team of about fifteen, from Kenya, Uganda, Nigeria, Australia, Ghana, India and England.  It will cover the themes of the conference -  


- 
What are the challenges?  


- 
Why are some people deviating from the orthodox faith?  


- 
Why are they allowing the modern culture to overwhelm the word of God?


- 
It will highlight the Lordship of Jesus Christ over His church and over the world.


- 
Why are people interpreting this word in a way that suits their fancy?


- 
A look at the Church of God in our time and the whole area of its mission.
LAMBETH NON ATTENDERS include several Anglican Provinces who do not wish to acquiesce with the North American actions in directly defying the last Lambeth Conference’s overwhelming and clear decision.    By not attending Lambeth they indicate that the nature of the Communion has now been altered by what has occurred.  An earlier request to postpone Lambeth until the Americans either act in accordance with the 1998 Lambeth resolution, or leave the Communion; had been unsuccessful.
MAJORITY OF ANGLICANS WILL BE REPRESENTED AT GAFCON.  The organizers of GAFCON are bishops representing 30 million of the world’s 55 million active Anglicans (only 3.7 million attend C of E Christmas services of their notional 26 million).  The 120 bishops of Nigeria had great enthusiasm for GAFCON and commended Primate Akinola for his unrelenting effort and tenacity in the Anglican cause. They firmly resolved to seek inspiration from the biblical roots of their faith.  
JERUSALEM BISHOP IGNORED.  Bishop Dawani of Jerusalem said he had advised the organizers that it was not the right time or place for such a meeting.  He was against bringing international Anglican conflict into his Diocese.  Also it could inflame tensions in his divided land. The organizing committee had unanimously not accepted his advice.  A year ago when ABC announced the formation of an Anglican-Judaism Dialogue Commission, the previous bishop of Jerusalem also unsuccessfully protested against the planned talks.
· Meanwhile Jerusalem’s present and previous bishops, trade charges of fraud and misconduct.  
· Bishop Dawani’s Synod and clergy 2 years ago objected to linking with Los Angeles Diocese for it supported homosexuality.  The Bishop despite agreeing, has since forged links with Los Angeles.  American friends of the Diocese gave NZ $33 million over 11 years!
GAFCON WILL ALSO INCLUDE CLERGY AND LAITY.  GAFCON is to draw together Biblical Anglican Christians for urgent consultation.  Such consultation can not take place at Lambeth which has a wider Agenda and guest list.  Unlike Lambeth, the Conference will include clergy and lay persons in addition to Bishops and Primates.  It is a meeting to accept the current reality of a Communion in disarray over fundamental issues of the gospel and biblical authority. It seeks to plan for a future in which Anglican Christians world-wide will better cope with increasing pressure to depart from the biblical norms of behaviour and belief.
GAFCON WILL SEEK TO CLARIFY GOD’S CALL FOR A GLOBAL MISSION.  Southern Cone Primate Venables said “While there are many calls for shared mission, it clearly must arise from shared faith.  Our pastoral responsibility to the people who we lead is to provide the opportunity to come together around the central and unchanging tenets of the historic Anglican faith.  Rather than being subject to the continued chaos and compromise that have dramatically impeded Anglican mission, GAFCON will seek to clarify God’s call at this time and build a network of cooperation for Global mission”.
NIGERIA’S PRIMATE EXPLAINS WHAY A GAFCON.  It arose for “ In the last five years we have had this endless controversy in the Anglican Communion.  To the world this is about homosexuality.  To us it is just a symptom of the real problem. Homosexuality is not peculiar to Anglicans, but Anglicans have the courage to discuss it openly.  The issue is that there are members of our Anglican family who are not paying attention to scripture, but are giving prominence to modern culture.  They are bringing new principles to interpret scripture.  Yet the word of God has precedence over any culture.  Those of us who will abide with the Word of God, come rain, come fire; are those in GAFCON.  Those who say it does not matter; are the ones who are attending Lambeth.  There might be a view, for whatever it is worth, that they want to be there to observe what is going on.  But Uganda, Rwanda, Sydney and Nigeria; are not going to Lambeth conference.  What is the use of the Lambeth Conference for a three weeks’ jamboree which will sweep these issues under the carpet.  GAFCON will confer about the future of the church, which will set a road map for the future.  We are a movement that will move away from the ‘maybe – maybe not”. ( James 1:6-8   When he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.)
UK BISHOP TOM WRIGHT REQUESTS those envisaging the imminent break-up of the good ship Anglican, not  to get into the lifeboat GAFCON, leaving the rest of us to face the future without them.  He has shared the frustration of the last 5 years and often wished the Windsor Report could have provided a more solid and speedy resolution.  But the ship has not sunk yet.  To say no to GAFCON is not to say yes to the revisionist agendas prevailing in TEC.  It is to say yes to a Lambeth Conference based on and taking forward the ABC’s agenda of Windsor and the Covenant, in pursuit of an ‘authoritative common voice’.
HAS BISHOP TOM WRIGHT A SNIFF OF CULTURAL SUPERIORITY?  Canon Dr Vinay Samuel, Director, Oxford Centre for Religion and Public Life, explains Bishop Tom Wright’s wrongly assumes involvement of white people meant they would inevitably lead or dominant GAFCON.   To see GAFCON as a product of manipulation or power-play is an offence to those who lead churches with millions of members faithful to the Christian faith, and growing in the midst of the most difficult challenges in the world.  What drives them is the desire to continue to make the gospel relevant and accessible to a needy world.  This is the motivation behind the calling of this global gathering.  This same gospel encourages them to believe that the relationships between people of different cultures can be transformed from power-play to partnerships.
HOMOSEXUALS.

NOT A BIOLOGICAL GIVEN. In Oct 2007 Dr Jacqueline Jenkins-Keenan wrote to Presiding Bishop Schori of TEC saying the TEC’s divisive direction is driven by the belief that for many people homosexuality is a biological given.  Twice she has had important TEC people claim that there is science supporting this belief; but neither would give her their studies when she asked for them: so she asks Schori for them, and provided Schori with major issues that people have ignored when they cite studies.  Keenan wondered if TEC’s document “To Set Our Hope in Christ” which claims a biological 
basis; is in fact only based upon unverified opinions.  But even research by homosexuals shows that so many homosexuals change attractions.  In one study the homosexual researcher found no characteristics to distinguish the 58% of lesbians who had changed after 8 years from  42% who did not.

· Consulting with some very good psychiatrists who have followed the science and worked with homosexuals, they too could not find any biological basis for homosexuality in anyone.  

· As the church’s document claims a biological basis for homosexuality, but if  based upon unverified opinions, please say so publicly to be fair to the many Episcopalians who were being fooled; or send me studies to support the claims, making sure that they were not debunked years ago. One of the church’s document writers said he had no way of knowing which studies had been declared invalid.  

· Please also do not cite studies that have multiple causes with biology as only one possibility.  You are a scientist.  You know what real evidence requires.  In this case the immunological or hormonal cause must be identified and verified.  Is there any evidence at all that demonstrates your position?  

· We Episcopalians have a right to know the truth about this.  Do the people of this church want  to continue the destruction of a whole communion, if there is no biological evidence or other scientific basis, for the unbiblical direction you are taking?

TEC’S SCHORI RELIES ON FEELINGS, RATHER THAN PRODUCE THE CLAIMED SCIENCE, in her reply to Keenan.  She recommended as a “veterinarian” a book.  She was unable to respond in detail to studies that are not cited.  Schori advises that science is not the only basis for many in the church concluding homosexual orientation is a matter of creation, for many have seen the fruits of the life-long same sex relationships, rather than one or two verses in the Bible.

KEENAN AGAIN ASKS (UNSUCCESSFULLY) FOR TEC’S CLAIMED SCIENCE.  Keenan replied pointing out that she had invited Schori to read the citations and the body of her argument in her online article under her name “Why Theology Should Proceed Change”.  She again asked for the studies that show there is any scientific basis for claiming that homosexuality is fixed for anyone.   She concludes that Schori’s answer indicates that she has no new evidence that shows homosexuality to be biological or fixed.  “Apparently, you don’t need to know what is going on in the world of research, because you think that you have a revelation that counters actual research and scriptural statements about homosexuality.”

NZ’S FATHER RON SMITH MAKES A FALSE CLAIM that C of E recently received a paper by a professional body of psychiatrists which offered a viable apologetic for a biological origin of the homosexual condition.

CLAIMED SCIENCE, WAS A SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP’S POLITICAL PAPER.  Keenan answered Ron that the paper, just gave some statistical correlations with handedness and younger brothers and a great deal of politics from a special interest group with unproven innuendo and a presumption that many emotional problems that homosexuals have are caused by society.  They imply that gay people would be better off married, yet in Canada fewer than 5% of homosexuals are married.  A noted gay Canadian journalist claims that gay marriage is not important to most gays.  (The paper only fools those who do not trust God’s Word and our Church Canons).

YOUR GENES DO NOT MAKE YOU DO IT.  An 18 year study by qualified academics, of more than 10,000 scientific papers and publications, on a non-selective, objectively based, with mainstream science, find that your genes did not make you do it. And there are no plausible means by which genes could.  If it was in your genes, it would have been bred out within several generations (for gays did not and now rarely have children).  Also same sex attraction could not suddenly appear and disappear in families the way it does. Recent increases in same-sex behaviour suggest social rather than genetic change.  Typecasting someone ‘homosexual’ encourages them.
TEC’S LEADER ACCUSES C OF E, AND OTHERS CHURCHES OF DOUBLE STANDARDS. Presiding Bishop Schori of TEC in a BBC interview; said her church is paying the price for its honesty over sexuality.  She claimed that other Anglican churches also have gay bishops in committed partnerships and should be open about it.  “There’s certainly a double standard”.  She also stressed that many Anglicans – including clergy in the C of E (and yes here in Auckland and Dunedin) are already performing rites to bless gay unions.  “Those services are happening in various places including in the C of E, where my understanding is that there are far more of them happening than there are in the Episcopal Church”.  (The wicked when cornered, turn on their friends).
TEC’S GAY BISHOP ORDINATION, IMPACTS ON WORLD CHURCHES.  The growing Anglican churches live in societies where the actions of the Americans were condemned by all, especially Muslims. Witness of  these churches was and is being hurt.  The good effect of Anglican Communion membership for Christians  living in a minority; has also been impaired. 
ST .PAUL SINGLES OUT HOMOSEXUAL INTERCOURSE for special attention says Archbishop Gomez of the Bahamas.  St Paul regards it as providing a particularly graphic image of the way in which humans distort God’s created order.  God the creator made man and woman for each other, to cleave together, to be fruitful and multiply.  When human beings ‘exchange’ these created roles for homosexual intercourse, they embody the spiritual condition of those who have ‘exchanged’ the truth about God, for a lie.”
EX ABC, LORD CAREY ACCUSES LIBERALS IN THE CHURCH as being unbiblical” and in supporting gay partnerships they undermine marriage.  Traditionalists are not being homophobic for saying same-sex relationships are not acceptable.  The Bible is “clearly unequivocal” in stating that it is wrong.
HOMOSEXUALITY IS AS DANGEROUS AS GLOBAL WARMING 
says Archbishop Akinola of Nigeria (He sees many lives being cut short with HIV and AIDS.  The ‘rights’ of sexually promiscuous and homosexual, are at the expense of the lives of children and innocent partners)
HOMOSEXUALS LIVE MORE THAN 20 YEARS LESS, says a recent Scandinavian report.
MULTIPLE SEXUAL PARTNERSHIPS CAUSE AIDS.   Six Aids experts in a British Medical Journal article of 2004, say that Uganda’s anti HIV/AIDS program which has reduced HIV in adults from 15% to 5% in a decade, does it from partners being faithful.  The experts are from the Global Fund for Aids, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the US Agency for International Development  They said there would be no global AIDS pandemic, if there were no multiple sexual partnerships.  
PANSEXUAL NATIONAL US MAGAZINE IS FOR TEC”S SCHORI AS US PRESIDENT.  “The Advocate” says the lady is among our most committed allies in the LGBT inclusion and equality – and she happens to wear a clerical collar. 

NUMBER OF HOMOSEXUALS IN CHURCH ARE OVERSTATED A HUNDRED-FOLD.  The Director of homosexual group “Changing Attitude” with 5,600 members in England, Nigeria and USA claims 3.75million of the Communion are homosexual. He has no proof, he says it is ‘just a provocative’ figure.   A large Canadian study came up with 1.4% of adults under 60 are homosexual, and the US government with 1.3% of men and 1.1% of women up to 60. If we delete the UK Church’s non-attenders, we end up with 55 million Anglicans worldwide, which reduced by children and over 60s yields about 550,000.  As less than 5% of homosexuals are in a constant relationship, there are less than 30,000 homosexuals as church attendees, versus 3,750,000 claimed.
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE STANDARDS NOT MAINTAINED. Rev. Richard Kirker the General Secretary of the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement, UK, claims 40% of the students and staff of his theological college in Salisbury were gay, and its headmaster was his first partner.  At Wycliffe Hall, the theological college affiliated to Oxford University has had a wave of resignations and dismissals following the arrival of a new principal, who hit the headlines with the correct statement that 95% of the population will go to hell unless they follow the gospel.  (Hopefully the Oxford Religious professor who was bought out by Canterbury Diocese recently has also gone) (With Auckland’s St John’s theological college rubbishing our Church’s cannons, we need to ensure it now fully complies with the Church’s Constitution and the vows of our bishops’ and clergy).
FAILING CANADIAN ANGLICAN CHURCH.

GAY BLESSINGS A MORAL GOOD says Canada’ General Synod in Jun 2007.  Although the Synod declined to permit their authorization, the four dioceses voted to permit same-sex blessings.  This in turn caused two bishops to quit, and join the Anglican Church of the Southern Cone Province.

A PARISH DEFIES ITS BISHOP AND SYNOD.  Jan 2008 Toronto’s Church of Holy Trinity issued a statement that it will continue to exercise its conscience and bless same-sex unions and marry same-sex couples.”  The church claimed that numerous other parishes are quietly conducting same-sex blessings, “wherever there is a significant population of gay and lesbian people.”  Four Canadian Anglican Dioceses have voted to allow ministers to conduct blessing ceremonies.  A week earlier The Archbishop of Canada claimed in a letter to clergy “It is important to note the Anglican Church of Canada has not altered its doctrine of marriage as outlined in our prayer books and canons” but hedged this with Canadian Anglicans “live in a country where the federal government in 2005 approved legislation that allows the marriage of same-gender couples.”
ABC DOES NOT SUPPORT INCURSION IN CANADA BY SOUTHERN CONE PRIMATE in a letter to the Canadian Archbishop, but made it clear that he was powerless to stop Canadian and US congregations upset with their national churches’ positions on homosexuality from leaving and affiliating with orthodox branches in Latin America and Africa.
MODERN ANGLICAN PROBLEMS START in the Diocese of New Westminster (Canada) says Dr Packer a Canadian Theologian. The bishop accepted the request of his Synod to start blessing gay unions and drawing up a liturgy for the same.  The bishop claimed “local option” but the earlier Lambeth resolution of 1998 declared categorically that such unions were off limits.  Then New Hampshire elected homosexual Robinson as bishop.  The four instruments of unity imposed a moratorium on affirming homosexual behaviour, but this was not honoured in North America (or Auckland and Otago).  A number of bishops are not going to Lambeth for they see ABC as compromised, as he desperately tries to stave off the day of decision.  They will not continue to put their heads in the sand and a Lambeth without effective decision making, has become hollow.  GAFCON will establish in advance of Lambeth, global policy principle as a fixed point.  As the Anglican Church of Canada refuses to stick unambiguously to its constitution, the intervention of the primates, though regrettable, is much less regrettable than forcing faithful Anglican churches to continue in an unfaithful Anglican situation.  The Archbishops of Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda have sufficient clarity of biblical understanding to see that treating gay unions as holy and blessing them is contrary to the Bible and to the Gospel and cannot be sanctioned.  I think they are right, that when the Gospel itself is impugned, it must at all costs be maintained.  It is not a question of wisdom but obligation.  The liberals only prove they will become more liberal and they will shrink and shrink. Liberal theology, in changing the Gospel, gives us the smell of death, rather than of life.
CANADIAN ANGLICAN LEADERS PRACTICING EITHER DENIAL OR HYPOCRISY says Archbishop Venables of the Southern Cone in Nov 2007, when they criticize bishops who want to cross national and diocesan jurisdictions to minister to congregations that are conservative on the issue of homosexuality.  They broke historic agreements; the Lambeth Conference agreement and the Windsor Report; by going ahead with blessing same-sex relationships.”  Venables said he was offering Canadian parishes a place of holding for those who feel they cannot stay within the Anglican Church of Canada….They don’t need to abandon Anglicanism”   “The sexuality issue is the presenting issue, but there are things about Scripture, about who Jesus is.  Although Jesus Christ is the only way to God the father; Canadian Bishop Ingham in recent writing claims there is more than one way to God, with Jesus as one option!  (TEC’s Schori and some other bishops are not Christians when they “Would not presume Jesus is the only way to God.” Yet, some NZ leaders still follow TEC rather than God!).
NEW SOUTHERN CONE ANGLICAN BISOPS WELCOMED in Jan 2008 by Archbishop Venables who welcomed Bishops Harvey (ex Newfoundland and Labrador) and Harding as co-workers in Canada.  “This separation is basic and fundamental and means we are divided at the most essential point of the Christian faith.  The sin here is not one of schism but of false teaching which is not at its root about human sexuality but about the very nature of truth itself.  When we talk about the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ we are not referring to something liquid or amorphous.  Christianity is specific, definable and unchanging.  We are not at liberty to deconstruct or rewrite it.  Holy Scripture which is the source of our creeds is revealed and ageless truth.  It was not written out of human knowledge or wisdom but inspired by the Spirit of God.”

BISHOP INGHAM OF NEW WESTMINISTER UPSET in Jan 2008, with Bishop Harvey intending to ordain two deacons at one of four parishes that dissent from Ingham.  Ingham has also warned the 10 clergy from these four churches not to participate in the ordinations.  Bishop Harvey replied that “Because of the unabated theological decay in the Anglican Church of Canada, many Anglicans have already left their church and left Anglicanism.  We want to provide a full Anglican option” for them.  “A sad reflection of the Anglican Church of Canada as a whole is that they are very strong on talking about inclusion and reaching out to all  people with all kinds of views, unless you happen to be a conservative.  Then you’re an unpopular member.”  The new bishop who succeeded Harvey has demanded that clergy come to the provincial capital to declare where their loyalties lie with him or his predecessor

FAILING USA EPISCOPAL CHURCH   (TEC).
ABC KEPT INFORMED OF PLANNED STEPS IN NORTH AMERICA says Archbishop Venables of Southern Cone.  Venables had neither sought nor claimed ABC’s endorsement for our actions in Canada and TEC’s Diocese of San Joaquin. Venables believes the situation in TEC and Canada warranted his intervention.  “The exodus is far greater than TEC is acknowledging….. These faithful people must be given a holding ground until things are resolved.”   

BELLINGHAM  WA, the rector of St Paul’s 1400 member church left for fledging St Brendan started up  by  a number of active members previously in St Paul’s leadership.   He left the Episcopal Church, for TEC has “During the last few years continued to embrace a wide range of often conflicting teachings regarding scriptural authority, the divinity of Christ, and affirming other religions at the price of evangelism.”  As one of the founders of St Brendan says, TEC teaches that Jesus represents “a way, not the way’ to salvation.  So they make Jesus just a prophet and not the Son of God.  TEC is he believes watering down the Bible.  The consecration of an open homosexual bishop in 2003 stands out as a symptom of the drift away from the Anglican Communion.  The bishop worries that TEC is losing what he saw as one of its greatest attributes – its ability to hold a diversity of thought in one large religious body.”
CENTRAL FLORIDA November 2002 an African assistant priest in the USA in explaining to his Ugandan bishop why his Church in Florida split with two thirds of the congregation going off with the Priest.  He saw it as the result of Americans wanting freedom.  From this and many other experiences since, he sees American Anglicanism “will continue to safely live off their benefits of their legal base, oblivious to the actual price paid by the rest of us for the breakdown of Anglican Order.  As Winston Churchill put it, ‘Never was jeopardized so much for so many by so few for so little.”  (This applies equally to a worldwide part of God’s Church in being too proud, to humbly  follow God’s Word; ends by breaking up,  to just humour a few who do not follow God).
· Bishop Howe wrote to his Diocese “Not a single one of you has asked the question: ‘Bishop, why are you allowing these rectors who want to disaffiliate the space to pursue their objectives?  They are clearly in the process of abandoning the communion of this Church.  Why are you not moving against them by inhibition and deposition?”  My answer would have been “I am deeply sympathetic to any who believe that the current leadership of the Episcopal Church has greatly compromised the ‘doctrine, discipline and worship of Christ as the Church has received them.’  And I am extremely reluctant to discipline those who, for conscience sake, are finding they MUST ‘disaffiliate.  I believe that many of our clergy and lay leaders have attempted to be completely loyal to our received heritage, and have tried to reform a Church that is in many ways errant.  And they have finally concluded that such reformation is not going to be successful.  They want to ‘protect’ the members of the Episcopal Church entrusted to them from any further spiritual incursions against them.  (We in NZ also have an errant Church that is out of control).
· ABC is leaving TEC to work out its problems with parishes and dioceses.  His letter to the departing parishes of Central Florida diocese, to obey their bishop Howe, was met with a polite “no thanks’.  His letter also caused anguish amongst TEC clergy; so ABC sent a clarifying letter to Bishop Howe stating that his response was neither a new policy statement, nor a road map for the future, but a plain response to a very urgent and particular question about clergy in TEC who want to leave for other jurisdictions. 
· ABC’s  Advice to Bishop Howe 14 Oct 2007 includes “… without forestalling what the Primates might say, I would repeat what I’ve said several times before – that any Diocese compliant with Windsor remains clearly in communion with Canterbury and the mainstream of the Communion, whatever may be the long-term result for others in the Episcopal Church.  The organ for union with the wider Church is the Bishop and Diocese rather than a Provincial structure as such.” (BUT NZ is not compliant with Windsor)
ANGLICAN COMMUNION FINISHED IF LIBERALISM NOT QUELLED says Bishop Rogers Feb 2007.  “The Global South has said they have had enough and will, I believe, go their own way and leave the Western Church to the liberals and Archbishop Williams.  In assuming we are part of a global Anglicanism that is true and good, we have turned a blind eye to its actual condition.  We have been idolatrous about the Anglican Communion.  The truth is that for us to be faithful Anglicans, we can no longer be simply identified with the present Anglican Communion.  It must be reformed, or divided.  The Bishop is going to GAFCON and not Lambeth as it is presently constituted.  We have to take the necessary steps to face the growing disintegration of the Communion in its present form.  GAFCON is an expression itself of a wonderful grouping of bishops who see the Scriptures as God’s word written, as the necessary approach to dealing with the Communion.  There is not a sufficient basis to discipline an errant province, neither a sufficient statement of binding doctrine, nor a designated body of persons to exercise discipline.  However I expect that there will be a correction about that along with a true communion, not just a federation of churches.  Right now the Anglican Communion is more like a family picnic. We need to realize that the Early Church had councils, not picnics. The authority of Scripture means that we cannot embrace the homosexual agenda.  A biblical theology, at the heart of which lies the gospel which produces changed lives, precludes any idea that we can change the historic teaching of the church about sexual behaviour.  AMiA is planting a new church every 3 weeks and falling behind on the opportunities.  The signs are good for a break through in numbers in the days ahead.”
COUPLES TO BE ASKED TO POSTPONE MARRIAGE by Father Ray of a New Haven TEC church who is a 62 year divorcee with 3 children, and living with a man for the last 17 years. He has decided not to marry anyone till he is allowed to marry same-sex couples.  He intends to ask couples to postpone their marriage and stand in solidarity with same-sex couples, so they understand what it’s like not to have that privilege.

FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY SOUGHT Nov 2007, from TEC’s leadership by an online petition of 5,752 people.  It asked TEC “to state how much money it has spent since 2004 on litigation against individuals and parishes and to make public the source of the money for said litigation.”  Signatures included 24 bishops, 697 clergy and 3697 are Episcopalian.  5 retired bishops had earlier unsuccessfully asked TEC to divulge the source of its litigation funds, from concern over “past  incidents of questionable financial decisions and financial mismanagement at the top echelons of TEC.”

FORT WORTH DIOCESE Nov 2007.  Bishop Iker responded to Presiding Bishop Schori’s advice that he may be subject to ecclesiastical discipline for abandoning the communion of the church. “Such a charge is baseless.  I have abandoned nothing, and I have violated no canons.  Every year at Christmas Mass, I very happily reaffirm my ordination vows along with all our clergy, that I will be ‘loyal to the doctrine, discipline and worship of Christ as this Church has received them.”’ “The threatening tone of your open letter makes no attempt to promote reconciliation, mediation, or even dialogue about our profound theological differences.  Instead, it appears designed to intimidate our delegates and me, in an attempt to deter us from taking any action that opposes the direction in which you are leading our Church.  It is deeply troubling that you would have me prevent the clergy and laity of this diocese from openly discussing our future place in the life of the wider Anglican Communion, as we debate a variety of Proposals.”  “We will continue to stand firm for the unchanging truth of the Holy Scriptures and the redeeming Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, whatever the costs.”(We in NZ  are also not kept informed, and have also been left out of the debate of our life in the wider Communion!).  
HOMOSEXUAL BISHOP ROBINSON TO MARRY IN JUNE, just before Lambeth.  “I always wanted to be a June bride” he said in Nov 2007 to 200 at a University.  (It is all “I”, at God’s expense and Christian lives).

HOUSE OF BISHOPS 24 Dec 2007 TIME magazine says “The Episcopal Bishop’s meeting in New Orleans fails to stem the ongoing defection of conservatives over the church’s positions on gays, or the likelihood of a worldwide Anglican split over the same issue.”

· The House of Bishops passage on same sex blessings suggests that these might continue informally, as is known to be the case already in some dioceses.  They point out that no rite exists and the majority of bishops do not allow them.  However a number of bishops pointed out they were not restricted.

· Bishop Mouneer who lives out the life of a Christian in Egypt and the Middle East, in places of real difficulty, is impatient by his constant experience of what is double-speech and fudging.  He does not think the Americans gave a straight answer at all.  To him the American position is the opposite of the Bible which gives him his faith.  At its heart this is a contest over the authority and reading of scripture.  The Joint Committee’s document will not make all well again.  The contest is too deep, the stakes are too high, and the events which have already occurred are too decisive.  We are now in a new order.  TEC’s House of Bishops had a majority who don’t regret what they have done – not for a moment.  Far from retreating, they hope that all will agree with them and they are making arrangements for this to happen.

· Although TEC is a closed church it claims to be inclusive.  TEC’s national church strategy over the last four years is – keep the laity in the dark, keep the clergy caught like deer in the headlights, and keep the Bishops under its thumb.  They have spent the last three months trying to hide the statistics of church membership. Minutes of Bishop’s meetings are secretive. (We seem to be a secret branch of TEC!) 
· Homosexual Bishop Gene Robinson says “Let me state strongly that the Joint Standing Committee of the ACC and the Primates misunderstood us when they stated (TEC’s) House of Bishops in fact ‘declared a moratorium on all such public rites’.  Neither in our discussions nor in our statement did we agree to or declare such a moratorium on permitting such rites to take place.  That may be true in many or most dioceses, but that is certainly not the case in my own diocese and many others.  The General Convention has stated that such rites are indeed to be considered within the bounds of the pastoral ministry of this Church to its gay and lesbian members, and that remains the policy of the Episcopal Church.”

· The Archbishop of Sydney points out “In the end, the matters at stake are theological, not legal; about the heart, not mere politics.  Integral to the discussion is the authority and interpretation of the Bible.  Scripture is the way in which God rules his church and we as Anglicans are committed to listening to scripture with unique attentiveness….the matter of human sexuality is never going to be regarded as a minor one.  It goes to the heart of our humanity and God’s authority.”

· The Panel of Reference created by ABC and the primates released reports in 2007 on TEC’s Fort Worth and Florida Dioceses.  Its recommendations were rejected and by June the morale and mission of the panel faded away.   

LEXINGTON, MICHIGAN PARISH split three years ago and now consider themselves ‘Anglican’.  They no longer look to the Western church for leadership, for they look to the third world.  They with about a dozen other Michigan churches belong to CANA and have joined the Church of Nigeria.  Archbishop Akinola hews to a much more conservative view of Anglicism and this brand of faith matches their own.  The trouble began when TEC elected gay Gene Robinson as a bishop.  This started what is now known as the Anglican realignment.  This is seen as doing what “God wants, not what we want to do”.
LIBERAL CLERGY ARE “TRULY ORTHODOX”!   Feb 2008 Los Angeles liberal clergy call themselves as “truly orthodox Anglican” in an LA  Clergy Newsletter, with their Bishop’s permission (he refuses to answer if he is living in a partnered homosexual relationship) wrote “Here we are, just a few months away from Lambeth Conference, and we find ourselves in an impasse: The Bishop of New Hampshire (Gene Robinson) without an invitation….the poachers from the Global South hunting in the USA and Canada, the schismatics trying to steal TEC’s property, the Nigerian post-colonial neo-crusader-in-reverse uttering threats, and ABC giving the impression that he is willing to sacrifice TEC in order to appease the radical conservatives and thus maintain the unity of an already fractured Anglican Communion.”  They “reject the selective literalism of the biblical exegesis propounded by the new religion, as well as the hypocritical morality based on that kind of hermeneutics.”

NATIONAL CHURCH AFFILIATIONNOT IMPORTANT says ABC Oct 2007. The “Bishop and Diocese” were the primary locus of ecclesial identity rather than the abstract reality of the ‘national church.’  But the call for patience in the 30 year battle for the soul of TEC does not resonate so loudly, as the doctrinal differences between the liberal and conservative wings of the church deepen.  TEC’s Schori’s Christmas Card with three wise women also speaks of ‘wise women throughout time and in every culture know themselves to be seekers and seers of the divine,” with no Jesus!

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA PARISH at Petaluma Feb 2008 in being affiliated with a Southern Cone Diocese in Argentina, has been required by TEC to vacate by 6 January as they did not accept a settlement offer.  But the offer along with a financial settlement would have left it without a church or finance to secure another.  It has fully owned and maintained its property since 1856.  TEC will not allow Churches to be sold to a buyer affiliated to another Anglican organization. Although the matter is of civil law and a number of similar cases are to be determined within 18 months, TEC cannot wait.  Similar cases in the Dioceses of Los Angeles and San Diego have also been put on hold for the same reason. 
OKLAHOMA BISHOP COX Jan 2008 at 87, the eldest ever TEC bishop, received a disposition notice from TEC’s Schori, for helping the Archbishop of Southern Cone.  He is one of four bishops to be deposed by the House of Bishops in Mar 2008 (another three later, and four others have joined the Roman Catholics ‘Anglican branch’). Cox sees TEC treating people who want to worship in a different communion as anathema.  TEC prohibits me from ministering to people they consider as outcasts and outsiders.  “My understanding is Jesus always went to the outcast.  Diocesan boundaries are not going to be worth much any more, when we all stand before the Judgment Throne, we will have to acknowledge that we are brothers and sisters in Christ.”
PITTSBURGH DIOCESE Feb 2008,   140 leading laity in an open letter strongly supported the godly direction of Bishop Duncan Jr. in removing the Diocese from the National Church to align it with a more biblically conservative province of the worldwide Anglican Communion. They prayed “that in the coming year, even more lay persons will recognize the danger and folly of remaining in the punctured hull of the Episcopal Titanic.”  The letter has since been signed by about 20 dioceses.
· Feb 2008 Bishop Duncan said since TEC’s threat of inhibiting him as a bishop, each visitation he has made on Sunday has been met with responses that have blown his mind.  “I had a Baptist minister in a local congregation come to express his solidarity with me for my stand on God’s Word.  Recently, an Assemblies of God leader came to express to me that their whole congregations was praying for me.  There is a Christian convergence going on as we all stand for the faith once for all delivered to the saints.”  (Our Father Ron Smith disparages Bishop Duncan and the “unorthodoxy of the dissidents – in their lust for illicit jurisdictions – cannot be allowed to halt the progress of the gospel’s inclusiveness of redemption.”  BUT Smith is in peril, for he sees TEC’s Gospel as white and God’s Word as black). Smith’s claim TEC will not fall on account of its departing Bishops, overlooks an accelerating collapse taking down Dioceses that fail to firmly stand up for God, preach His Word and seek converts. I would have thought that having to sell a cathedral was fairly conclusive.)
· Jan 2008 “Catholic Online” of Washington noted that Bishop “Duncan would not  have expected when he took his vows in 1997 to uphold the doctrine and discipline, and worship of the church that  his vows would be brought into question.  Duncan from an orthodox Anglican perspective has gone above and beyond the call of duty defending the church in both word and deed.  Unfortunately from Bishop Duncan and others, the church has morphed in all three areas.  Orthodox Episcopalians and those in the worldwide Anglican Communion; have got to be shaking their heads in disbelief concerning the inquisition currently taking place”.   The diocese in being a member of the biblically based missionary affiliation within TEC, “inflames TEC leadership and the more liberal cutting edge of the church”.
SAN JOAQUIN DIOCESE in Dec 2007 confirmed their December 2006 vote, to depart TEC by a vote of  8 to 1 in the clergy, 9 to 1 among the people and 42 to 5 of congregations  The Diocese responded to TEC’s inhibition of their Bishop Schofield for abandoning the communion of this church, as an admission that TEC rejects the historical faith.  “This is why the Diocese appealed to the Province of the Southern Cone of South America for emergency and temporary protection.  Also the majority of the other provinces of the Anglican Communion hold to the traditional faith.  It is the primary duty of bishops to guard the faith and Bishop Schofield has been continually discriminated against for having done so while Bishops and Archbishops around the world have affirmed not only his stance but the move to the Southern Cone….  Governing documents of TEC” encourage rather than discourage relationships with other members of the Anglican Communion.  “Again this action of TEC demonstrates that it is walking away from the” ….Anglican Communion.  The Bishop points out “Time and again God has provided us with what we have needed to do His work for the advancement of His Kingdom and the building up of His Church.  Why would we question whether the one who identifies Himself as “the same yesterday, today, and forever’ change now?” 
· Bishop Schofield’s address included “For twenty years or more we have watched The Episcopal Church lose its way: straying, at first from Scripture… to the point of dismissing the Word of God, in some instances, as mere historical documents – of value, perhaps in bygone eras – but no longer applicable to us, to appropriating powers to itself through the General Convention it had never had and, finally, on to unilateral decisions about theology, sexuality, and ordination potentially cutting itself off from the Anglican Communion.  J. I. Packer, the eminent British Theologian now living in Canada, puts this in clear perspective when he says ‘Liberal theology as such knows nothing about a God who uses written language to tell us things; or about the reality of sin in the human system, which makes redemption and new birth urgent.  Liberal theology posits, rather, a natural religiosity in man (reverence, that is, for higher power) and a natural capacity for goodwill towards others, and sees Christianity as a force for cherishing and developing these qualities. They are fanned into flame and kept burning in the church, which in each generation must articulate itself by concessive dialogue with the culture pressures, processes and prejudices that surround it.  In other words, the church must ever play catch-up to the culture, taking on board whatever is the in thing at the moment; otherwise, so it is thought, Christianity will lose all relevance to life.  The church will inevitably leave the Bible behind at point after point, but since on this view the Bible is the word of fallible men rather than of the infallible God, leaving  it  behind is no great loss.”’   

· There are now more than 360 congregations (which report amazing growth) in CANA and AMiA whose bishops have been consecrated by overseas Primates.  Every week 1,000’s of parishioners leave TEC and  several more parishes each month, plus 6 Dioceses.  TEC also had 4 bishops retire and become Roman Catholics while another joined CANA.  A rector in Texas recently told Bishop Schofield “how he had been given 48 hours to vacate his church premises and find somewhere else to worship. 80% of the congregation moved with him in the 48 hours.  Less than a year later they have tripled in numbers, purchased six acres of land and have in hand the money to build a new church that will be larger and provide opportunities for ministry never part of the old structure”.

· In the event of a ‘No’ vote the diocese would not stay intact, with much the same.  The Diocese would not be spared the major exodus of priests and congregations now going on in Central Florida, Texas, Rio Grande, Colorado and California.  Many of these dioceses are experiencing a loss that could easily challenge their financial viability.  ….. No it is not a matter of “stay the same and be safe” or “leave and face the unknown”.  Quite the opposite is true.  It is all about freedom to remain in Christ.  It is freedom to honour the authority of Scripture and to keep the lectionary we now have.  It is freedom to worship with the Prayer Book we know and freedom from innovations and services that are contrary to the Word of God…. It is freedom to “Go” to witness, to welcome churches who are looking to us in hostile areas, to plant new churches – in a word, freedom to respond to Jesus own command: ‘Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded You’.”  Matthew 28:19-20.
· TEC’s Presiding Bishop Schori said “We deeply regret their unwillingness or inability to live within the historical Anglican understanding of comprehensiveness”.  (No wonder TEC has problems when its leader claims that she and TEC live within an historical Anglican understanding).
TEC’s HOUSE OF DEPUTIES COMMITTEE in a draft claims a 41% attendance drop, attributed directly to congregations departing over the sexual innovations of the church.  They go further and say we cannot be leaders within our Church nor in the global community if we are unsure who we are, or where God is calling us to go.  Criticisms that we need to be more proactive…. Or that we are aggressively reactive… both relate to our understanding and embrace of God’s kingdom and the Salvation we are offered in Jesus Christ  –  or to our lack of such understanding and engagement.  TEC now claims 2.4 million followers, versus its previous $4 million.
VIRGINIA DIOCESE will sell non-strategic properties to raise the money needed to win back US$30 to 40 million of real estate and assets from 11 departed churches.  It has spent US$2 million already and can borrow a further $1 million.  The bishop said his Diocese the largest in America, with 86,000 members was financially strapped, because of the continuing inability or unwillingness of its churches to contribute to its legal battles.  Some have constrained their giving, till they can restrict on what the money could be spent.  TEC, a partner in the lawsuits, has not revealed the source of its legal funds, despite two letters from five retired bishops last year for this information.  
· January 2008 Virginia’s Attorney General tipped the scales in the favour of 12 parishes who are being sued for their properties by the Diocese and TEC.  Bishop Minns of CANA said our money is coming from individual parishes, churches, individuals and parishioners versus a line of credit and selling properties which the Diocese of Virginia is doing.

· Virginia’s Attorney General is defending the right of 11 conservative parishes now with CANA to use the state’s Civil-War era ‘division statute’ to leave the Episcopal Church while retaining millions of dollars in assets and property.  The Attorney General said as a matter of federal constitutional law, TEC is wrong, for “the Constitution does not require that local property disputes be resolved by deferring  to national and regional church leaders.”
MISSIONARY WORK IN NORTH AMERICA.

AT LEAST 300 NEW ANGLICAN CONGREGATIONS PLANTED IN 2007 says Primate Akinola of Nigeria.
ANGLICAN MISSION IN THE AMERICAS (AMiA) Jan 2008 Chairman, Bishop Chuck Murphy saw an urgent need for more missionary bishops as a Second Reformation has begun and that bodes well for his church’s efforts to reach 130 million unchurched Americans.  “This remarkable vision comes from the Rwandan House of Bishops and their willingness to stand up and be a part of us from the beginning.  They broke with convention in the early days and pioneered a way forward in mission unheard of in Anglican circles.”  They have 7 missionary bishops, 133 parishes and with 62 more in the pipeline.

CONVOCATION OF ANGLICANS IN NORTH AMERICA (CANA) Dec 2008 met at their first Council meeting.  Bishop Martyn Minns pointed out that the 1998 Lambeth Resolution also included, we” cannot advise the legitimizing or blessing of same sex unions nor ordaining those involved in same gender unions.”  TEC’s persistent reaction was “No one can tell us what to do!”  Very quickly that was translated into a much more aggressive embrace of non-biblical views on human sexuality and, in general, a diluting of the Gospel to the point where it was barely recognizable as traditional Christianity.” This carried on to TEC’s 2003 General Convention which – 

· Refused to affirm “Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary for salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary for salvation.”

· Consented to election of non-celibate homosexual Robinson as Bishop of New Hampshire.

· Affirmed same sex blessings.

The growing division in TEC hit the Nigerian expatriate clergy and congregations hardest, with positions terminated and refused renewal of licences and right to use TEC church facilities withdrawn.

· The Primate of Nigeria after many unsuccessful consultations with clergy and congregational leaders, decided with his House of Bishops to make pastoral provision for those in need.  So CANA was born.  Establishing a non-geographic structure to provide pastoral oversight to clergy and congregations is 
not without precedent.  This is how many Anglican Provinces were initially established.  TEC oversees a    “Convocation of American Churches in Europe ministering to English speaking people and more recently in other languages as well.

· January 2008 (CANA) welcomed 10 congregations that had been blessed by the leadership of the Bishop of Bolivia.  CANA under the direction of the Primate of Nigeria, started in 2005, now has 60 congregations and 100 clergy in 20 states with a Sunday attendance of 8,600, and 3 bishops increasing by a further 4 missionary bishops, within the week.  CANA is part of the Common Cause partnership of ten members, which include representatives of more than 250 Anglican congregations.

· September 2003 ABC proposed to Bishops Anderson and Minns, a network of orthodox congregations and dioceses and repeated this suggestion 17 Oct 2003 at Lambeth Palace to TEC bishops Duncan. Herzog, Howe and Iker.   This network has since become the Anglican Communion Network.  

DALLAS HAS THREE PRIESTS CONSECRATED Dec 2007 by the Archbishops of Rwanda, West Africa and two retired South East Asian Archbishops Tay and Chung, as well as nineteen bishops from Canada, US, England, Nigeria, Uganda and Kenya, and all of the Rwandan bishops.
DIOCESE OF RECIFE APPROVES AFFILIATION to the Anglican Church of the Southern Cone, with canonical amendments consonant with the Constitution and Canons of the Southern Cone.
.
Thank you for reading these 22 pages.  Please pray on the issues that arise from your readings.  As leaders of the church we have a responsibility to do His work, regardless of the cost in time, inconvenience, earthly treasures, or reputation. 
 We will be more than amply rewarded when our Church in NZ stops encouraging their proud western friends by example; to repent and 

humble themselves to do God’s work; rather than worry what 
their secular friends might think or do.
The lady Bishop from Canada’s intended appointment needs to be stopped.

Our Bishops need to (with your help) – 

- Support the Covenant and the Windsor report and attend GAFCON, and
- Only then decide whether or not to go to Lambeth.  

- Stop our rogue bishops, clergy and staff at St John’s College.


