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Contact details

Allan Chesswas
118 Miranda Street
Stratford 4332
06 765 5620
027 362 8375
AJChesswas@maxnet.co.nz

Personal profile

Qualifications and experience in Environmental Planning, a deep concern for community development, and a strong academic interest in Philosophy, Sociology, Political Theory and The Arts. Primary career thus far has been in Environmental Planning, at both regulatory and policy level. Aim is to focus my further work in this area towards the more social and cultural, and procedural, RMA objectives. Also committed to promoting and furthering education in the arts and humanities.

Skills

· Policy analysis
From March 2006 - May 2008 I was employed by Stratford District Council to review the operative plan and notify a new 2008 proposed plan.

· Resource consents application evaluation
One year, 2004, with Harrison Grierson Consultants working for both private and statutory clients.
Nine months, 2005-2006, with New Plymouth District Council, including one hearing.

· Research & report/essay/article writing
Four years at Massey University studying planning (1999-2002); One year at Bible College of New Zealand studying theology (2003); Four years of online "blogging" (2005-2008).

· Agricultural management & labour
Work on family farm; Casual agricultural labour in Stratford District in summer holidays as a student, as well as 8 months in 2005, and 2 months in 2008; Management of small, growing flock of sheep since 2006, currently c300.

· Residential property development management & labour
Partner in residential project in Stratford, helping to manage process, and contribute the labour to, the subdivision and construction, of two houses since August 2007. First house completed June 2008.

· Teamwork
Participation in executive committee of Massey University Christian Fellowship for two years (2000-2002), including second year as President; Participation in Vestry of Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Stratford since 2006, and representative to Regional Synod for 2007 and 2008.

· Management
Founding manager of two rugby teams - The Rippers, Massey University RFC, 1999; and The Righteous Brothers, Victoria OBU, Wellington, 2004 (now in its fifth season).
President of Massey University Christian Fellowship 2001-2002.
Leader of "The Cross" interdenominational youth group, Stratford, 2006-2007.

Employment history

Stratford District Council
2006 - 2008
Policy Planner
Responsibilities
Review of operative district plan; Research, evaluation & presentation of alternative methods of administration; Recommendation of amendments to district plan; Notification of amendments; Collation & presentation of submissions; Notification of submissions; Collation & presentation of further submissions

Achievements
Complete review of operative plan and notification of proposed plan in just over 2 years.

New Plymouth District Council
2005 - 2006
Planner
Responsibilities
Evaluation of resource consent applications & recommendation of decisions; Evidence preparation & presentation for hearing.

Achievements
Average turnaround on resource consent applications of 10 days; Management of office for two weeks; Recommendation at hearing upheld.

Harrison Grierson Consultants Ltd
2004 - 2004
Planner
Responsibilities
Preparing resource consent applications for clients; Evaluation resource consent applications & recomemending decisions for Wellington City Council

Achievements
92 resource consents for Wellington City Council processed in a year as graduate planner.

Education

Massey University
1999 - 2003
Palmerston North
Bachelor of Resource & Environmental Planning

Bible College of New Zealand
2003 - 2003
Palmerston North
112 of 120 points required for Diploma of Biblical Studies.

Hobbies and interests

Christianity & Church:
Read and write (blog) a lot of theology, philosophy & history; Involved with church as regular attender, vestry member & synod representative.

Politics:
Keep up-to-date with political issues; Write regularly on blog; Active member of National Party.

History:
Keen interest and avid reader in local & national history, with ambitions to write.

Sport & outdoors:
Play rugby if I can find time (most seasons in last 20 years); Indoor volleyball, dodgeball. Also enjoy tramping/hiking.

Socialising:
Enjoy parties, town, travelling.

Referees

Craig Bond
Former Planning Manager
Harrison Grierson Consultants Ltd

Mike Avery
Regulatory Manager
Stratford District Council
06 765 6099

Ralph Broad
Manager Consents
New Plymouth District Council
06 759 6060

Mark Grace
Staffworker
Tertiary Students Christian Fellowship
06 328 7977

