Name ____________________

Period __________

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

UNIT 2 TEST

True/False: Answer the following questions as TRUE or FALSE (1pt)
________ 1.  The two major parties in the United States are election-oriented rather than issue-oriented.

________ 2.  Split-ticket voting has increased in recent decades.

________ 3.  A primary in which a voter may vote only for those candidates within the party of which he/she is a member is an open primary.
________ 4.  Limits on campaign contributions have been imposed in order to reduce the political influence of wealthy persons who are able to donate large amounts of money.

________ 5.  By far the largest sum spent in political campaigns goes to staff and office costs.

________ 6.  Mass media has the most influence in shaping public opinion.

________ 7.  The best measure of public opinion is by evaluating election results since they reflect how the American public voted.

________ 8.  Approximately 98 percent of American households own at least one television.

________ 9.  The Electoral College system has some major flaws and will likely undergo changes in the near future.
________ 10.  The Convention process is mainly controlled by the parties, since there is little legal control over the process.

Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer to the following questions      (2 pts each)
_____ 11.  A political party is a group of persons who join together in order to
a. alert the public to problems that need government action

b. gain control of the government through the electoral process

c. educate the public about the need for political activism

d. ensure that nominees for public office are of good character

_____ 12.  A group that breaks off from one of the major parties to form a new minor party, such as the “Bull Moose” party in 1912, is an example of

a. Ideological Parties

b. Single-Issue Parties

c. Economic Protest Parties

d. Splinter Parties

_____ 13.  Which of the following is NOT a major function of political parties in the United States?
a. To keep the general public informed about key issues
b. To monitor the conduct of its candidates in office

c. To assure the qualifications of candidates for office

d. To unite people who agree about public office

e. All of the Above

_____ 14.  Although a minor party may not win the election, they can have a large impact on the election results, this is commonly referred to as

a. spoiler role

b. runoff primary

c. stealing votes

d. the watchdog function

_____ 15.  The automatic leader of the party in power is
a. the Vice President

b. the President

c. the party’s national chairperson

d. the chairperson of the congressional campaign committee

_____ 16.  In the United States, the Democratic and Republican parties are examples of what type of parties?
a. minor parties

b. major parties

c. ideological parties

d. single-issue parties

_____ 17.  The fact that a popular presidential candidate helps attract voters to other candidates on the party’s ticket is known as the
a. media effect

b. nominating function
c. coattail effect
d. incumbency effect
_____ 18.  Some officials, such as school officials and state judges, are chosen from ballots that do not identify the candidate’s party affiliation, these are called

a. Closed primaries

b. Open primaries

c. Runoff primaries

d. Nonpartisan primaries

_____ 19.  Most election laws are passed at the ______ level.

a. party

b. local

c. state

d. federal

_____ 20.  What is the date set for all congressional and presidential elections?

a. 1st Monday following 1st Sunday in November of every even numbered year 

b. 1st Tuesday following 1st Monday in November of every even numbered year

c. 1st Tuesday following 1st Monday in November of every odd numbered year

d. 1st Tuesday following 1st Monday in October of every odd numbered year
_____ 21.  The place where voters actually vote is called

a. precinct

b. caucus

c. polling place

d. election office

_____ 22.  Political action committees (PACs) are 

a. special-interest groups that have a major stake in public policy

b. the permanent fundraising arms of major political parties

c. temporary groups formed for the purpose of fundraising in a particular campaign

d. state “watchdog” groups that oversee campaign finances of both major parties

_____ 23.  The agency that sets limits on campaign contributions and spending, requires timely disclosure of campaign finance date, and provides public funding for several parts of the Presidential election process is:

a. Political Action Committees

b. Federal Election Commission

c. National Convention Committee

d. Federal Campaign Committee

_____ 24.  Which of the following is a factor that shapes public opinion?
a. Family

b. Schools

c. Opinion Leaders

d. Mass Media

e. All of the Above

_____ 25.  Political socialization is the process by which

a. individuals acquire their political opinions

b. individuals express their opinions about public policy issues

c. the members of a society make decisions about public policy issues

d. the members of a society resolve political conflicts

_____ 26.  An opinion leader is a person

a. whose occupation centers on influencing public opinion

b. who is well-informed on public policy issues

c. whose views have more weight than the average person’s

d. who is the ears of Washington’s political elite

_____ 27.  The most accurate means of assessing public opinion is through

a. scientific polling

b. looking at the media’s interests

c. keeping in contact with a large number of citizens

d. analyzing election results

_____ 28.  Which of the following is the principle source of political information for a majority of Americans?

a. Newspapers

b. Radio

c. Magazines

d. Television

_____ 29.  The influence of the mass media on American public opinion is limited by the fact that

a. most Americans distrust the news media

b. most Americans do not follow public affairs closely

c. political leaders are able to manipulate the mass media to their own advantage

d. most Americans read a wide variety of news publications

_____ 30.  Which of the following was the first source of political information for Americans?
a. Newspapers

b. Radio

c. Magazines

d. Television

Short Answer: Answer the following questions in 3-4 sentences (5 pts each)
31. Briefly describe a National Convention is (setting, events, etc.).

32. Describe some major differences between major and minor parties in the United States.

33. Imagine that a district election is about to be held, and you want to get a candidate onto the ballot.  Explain two ways you can go about accomplishing this.

34. Describe the steps which should be followed to conduct an accurate scientific poll which measures public opinion. 
35. The mass media has an enormous impact on politics in America.  Describe what mass media is, and give examples of how the media can communicate politics to the American people.  

