Chapter 7: The Electoral Process
1. The Administration of Elections

a.  The Extent of Federal Control
-Most election law is state law

-Congress sets the time, place, and manner of congressional elections

-“1st Tuesday following 1st Monday in November of every even year”

-Congress has also passed laws to protect the right to vote and prevent election fraud

b.  When Elections are Held
-Most states hold elections on set Congressional time (1st Tuesday…)
-Some states use other times, usually in Spring

c.  The Coattail Effect

-A popular candidate at top of ticket helps other candidates from same party

-“Reverse Coattail”

2. Precincts and Polling Places

-Precinct- voting district (generally 500-1000 voters)

-Polling Place- where voters in a precinct actually vote

-Precinct election boards ensure elections are held in an orderly manner

-Each political party sends poll watchers to watch for election fraud

3. The Ballot

-device used to register a choice in an election

-The Australian Ballot- Secret ballot, printed at public’s expense, and given out only at polling places; was introduced in late 1800s.

-The Office-Group Ballot- Form of Australian ballot groups candidates for each office together.

-The Party-Column Ballot- Form of Australian ballot lists each Party’s candidates in a column under the Party’s name.

-Sample Ballots- Clearly marked as samples that are mailed to voters and printed in newspapers to help voters prepare for election.

-Summary: Typical American election is a lengthy ballot because many local officials are elected rather than appointed.  Many believe the greater number of elected officials, the more democratic government will be.

4. Voting Machines and Innovations

-Invented by Thomas Edison, 1st used in 1892.

-Electronic Vote Counting- Used in 2/3 states

-Vote-by-Mail Elections- Generally used in local elections
