Chapter 7: The Electoral Process
Nomination – The naming of those who will seek office
-Because the US has a strong two-party system, there are usually only TWO real candidates for any office.

5 Ways Nominations Can Be Made:

1.  Self-Announcement

-oldest form of the nominating process

-often used in small towns or rural areas

-also used at higher levels when a person fails to get their party’s nomination

2.  The Caucus

-group of like-minded people that meet to select the candidate it will support in an upcoming election

-still used to make nominations in some areas, but now open to all members of a party.

3.  The Convention

-First used in 1830s and quickly become only way to select Presidential candidates

-Corruption in late 1800s made most states use direct primaries for state offices, but Conventions are still used for Presidential nominations

4.  The Direct Primary

- election held within the party to pick the party’s candidates for the general election

-Closed Primary- only declared party members can vote to decide which candidate the party will support

-Open Primary- any qualified voters may vote to decide which candidate the party will support

-Runoff Primary- if state requires absolute majority of that party’s votes, top two vote-getters face in a runoff primary
-Nonpartisan Primary- officials chosen from ballots that do not identify candidates by party affiliation (school officials, state judges)

-Presidential Primary- voters declare their preference for a particular candidate and/or elect delegates to a party’s national convention

-Many voters neither recognize the importance or inform themselves to make wise choices in regards to primaries.

