Chapter 5: Political Parties

Reality of Political Parties

1. Role of Presidency

a. Automatic leader of his/her party
b. No comparable leader from party not in power
c. President has powers of media, popularity, and ability to make appointments to office.
2. Impact of Federalism
a. Party organization is decentralized similar to American government

3. Role of the Nominating Process

a. Process of selecting a candidate is an intraparty process that puts party incumbents against each other.
National Party Machinery
1. The National Convention – meet in summer of each presidential election year to nominate the party’s Pres./VP candidates and write rules/platform

2. The National Committee – not greatly powerful; primarily handles national convention and affairs between conventions.

3. The National Chairperson – chosen by party’s nominee, works with committee to promote party unity, raise money, and recruit voter support btwn. Elections.

4. The Congressional Campaign Committees – work to reelect incumbents and increase their congressional seats.

State and Local Party Machinery
1. The State Organization – State chairperson and committee work to further the party’s interests in that state.

2. The Local Organization – generally follow electoral map of state with a party unit for each district in which elective offices are to be filled.

a. Ward 
b. Precinct
Three Elements of the Party

1. Party Organization – leaders/activists who run the party machinery

2. Party in the Electorate – loyalists who regularly vote for the party

3. Party in the Government – Party’s elected officials

