Chapter 5: Political Parties

Minor Parties
1. Ideological Parties – based on a set of beliefs 

a. Example: Communists

2. Single-Issue Parties – concentrate on a single-issue, usually fade with their events.

a. Example: Right to Life Party

3. Economic Protest Parties – focus on economic issues, disgust in major parties, and demand better times.

a. Example: Greenback 

4. Splinter Parties – groups that break off from one of the major parties

a. “Bull Moose” Party 

Roles of Minor Parties

1. Minor parties have introduced useful innovations to American politics.  Example: Anti-Masons (1831) used National Conventions to nominate Presidential Candidates.

2. “Spoiler Role” between two major parties can affect elections.  Example: 1912 Election

3. Important as critics and reformers on controversial issues in American politics.  Example: Women’s suffrage.

4. Contribute to major party’s platforms when minor parties “innovation” gain popular public support.
