Chapter 5: Political Parties

Political Party – group of people who seek to control government by winning elections and holding public office.

· Most members share similar common principles

· Why do they seek to control government?  

To bring about the adoption of certain public policies and programs.

2 Major Parties: Democratic and Republican Parties

-Are they principle/issue-oriented OR election-oriented?

Parties work as a Coalition – group of many diverse people and interests who come together to get their candidate elected.

Function of Political Parties:

The Nominating Function – nominate candidates for public office.

The Informer-Stimulator Function – inform and stimulate people’s interest and participate in public affairs

The “Seal of Approval” Function – Party chooses well-qualified men/women with good character which will perform well in office for the party.
The Government Function – Election of public officeholders, organization of Congress and State Legislatures, and appointments to executive offices are usually made based on party affiliations.

The Watchdog Function – Parties watch over the conduct of public’s business; the party out of power plays the role of “loyal opposition”.

