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Over the past decade, the mass immigration of thousands of illegal immigrants has become a serious problem in the United States. Since these workers are undocumented, many find themselves in situations of poverty and abuse. However, the government has the power to help the United States while providing these thousands of immigrants with a chance for a better lifestyle. The introduction of a guest visa program for undocumented workers is a necessary tool to support the growth of America, not only by providing a multitude of economic benefits and averting a future labor shortage, but also by helping to control the illegal immigrant population.

Currently in the United States, the issue of illegal immigration is a heated topic. The US Census Bureau defines an “undocumented alien” as a foreigner who has entered the United States illegally without entry documentation. There are approximately 11 million illegal immigrants living in the country, with an estimated net increase of 500,000 more annually (Evaluating). The question of a guest visa program is widely controversial and has bi-partisan support on both sides of the issue, splitting the Democrats and Republicans internally (Dougherty 137). The specific policies of such a reform are also highly debatable. Some plans suggest allowing these workers temporary residency for only three years at a time. Others would allow participants to apply for US citizenship after 11 years. Regardless of the specific plan, any form of guest visa program for undocumented workers would provide a myriad of benefits.
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Without a doubt, these workers are needed. Undocumented workers are already a momentous part of the United States’ workforce. The Pew Hispanic center estimates that in 2001, undocumented workers comprised 58% of the workforce in agriculture, 23.8% in private household services, and 16.6% in business services among other venues (Lowell and Sura 6). Some industries in particular have an augmented reliance on foreign workers. These include agriculture, mining, utilities, construction, retail, finance and real estate. The constructive results of foreign workers can be observed across the country. For example, guest visas took the “failing American crab industry and saved it” (Padden 1). In the 1990s, there were 50 companies in the American crab industry. Today there are fewer than 20. Now, however, approximately 800 Mexicans are working seasonally in the Chesapeake Bay crab industry, and “their efforts have prevented the industry from vanishing altogether” (Padden 2). Throughout American economic history, these undocumented workers have proved vital to the country’s financial welfare. A guest visa program would help to prolong these benefits.

This program would prove especially crucial in the near future. The government speculates that there will soon be a labor shortage, in large part due to the retirement of the “Baby Boomers”, a term sometimes given to people born from 1946 – 1964. The Baby Boomers have always been identified with more work and career aspirations than previous generations. By 2015, nearly one-fifth of workers will be over age 55, the majority of these Boomers. Unfortunately, when this age group does retire, a gap will be left in the American workforce. It is estimated that by 2010 the United States will have 168 million jobs and only 158 million Americans to fill them (Rozett 2). By creating a guest visa program, the United States can effectively fill that gap. 


The United States must strive to avoid problems currently faced by other countries. In the United Kingdom, by 2006, 45-59 year olds will become the largest single group in the 
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workforce. Projected data from the book “Australia’s Aging Workforce,” predicts that by 2020, the country’s workforce will have only grown by 125,000 while its population has been growing by 170,000 people a year (Walsh). A guest visa program would bring numerous able-bodies workers into the United States industry, solving the problem of a labor shortage. 

These undocumented workers would bring great economic advantages. There were 2.9 million immigrant workers in the nineties, fifteen percent of the workforce. Unemployment fell from 6.9% in 1990 to 3.9% in 2000. The United States can not suddenly decrease this number without guest visas; it would change the nation’s economy drastically. Allen Greenspan, chairman of the Federal Reserve, has stated that an increase in foreign workers is the only realistic solution that he can see to avoiding a financial catastrophe in the very near future. He also said that the 11 million immigrants who are currently here have held a large role in sustaining the United States’ longest ever economic boom. In addition, The American Immigration Law Foundation found that undocumented immigrants contributed a national total of $2.7 billion to Social Security and another $168 million to unemployment insurance taxes (Immigrant Workers). Furthermore, current holders of H-1B visas have a median income of $50,000. The half-million H-1Bs could potentially contribute $1.9 billion to the pension system, or enough to fund benefits for more than 95,000 retirees (Yoshida 118).

This system would also help to control the illegal immigrant population. According to the Population Resource Center, the 11 million undocumented aliens in the United States represent approximately 26% of the foreign population (Sahlman 2). About 9 million of these undocumented aliens are working, representing six percent of American workers. This leaves approximately two million immigrants without jobs (Fournier 1). If jobs were supplied via guest visas, it might draw “hidden” immigrants, thus allowing the government to monitor the number and names of illegal immigrants in the country, reducing cover for terrorists who manage to enter 
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the country and overstay their visas and limiting participation in the “underground economy”, which has proved to be a severe problem (James 49). The Internal Revenue Service estimates that it is losing some 100 billion dollars a year in the underground economy annually (Lowell and Suro 8).

A guest visa program offers a certain amount of safety to immigrants. By having these undocumented workers register with the government, the government can monitor and protect them from abuse as well as improve their lifestyle. Many illegal immigrants currently living in the United States are abused. “In the worst cases, the domestic workers are victims of trafficking-deceived about the conditions of their employment, brought to the United States, and held in servitude or performing forced labor” (Hidden 2).

The Human Rights Watch reviewed 43 cases and found common trends: Illegal immigrants work up to nineteen hours per day and they are rarely are allowed to leave their employers’ premises and virtually never alone. They are also paid far less than the minimum wage, sometimes $100 or less per month (median hourly wage - $2.14/hour). They are ordered not to speak with individuals outside their employers' families and many are psychologically, physically and/or sexually abused. These immigrants are easily taken advantage of. Promises of work in the United States lure them into the country (Hidden 3). In July of 2005, 10 women, some as young as fourteen, were recruited under the false promise of getting legitimate jobs as waitresses. However, they were put to work at several bars owned by the ringleader and subject to physical and emotional abuse (Ten). This kind of abuse is horrifying, but the only way the government can begin to protect these illegal immigrants is to crack down on the underground economy. This can be achieved through a guest visa program.

Crossing the Mexican border illegally leaves many illegal immigrants dead. A record number of people died over the past year attempting to cross the nearly 2,000-mile US-Mexican 
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border (Griswold 1). Between 1998 and 2004, 1954 people died in illegal crossing of the US-Mexico border. The option of a guest visa program would help to cut down on illegal crossings of the border, therefore reducing the death toll (Hendricks 1). 


Current temporary guest visas implemented in the United States are not working. Reform is needed mostly because there is currently a shortage of visas. “For the second year in a row, the H2B visa cap of 66,000 workers was reached. This year, the cap was reached just a few months into the fiscal year” (Mikulski 1). Companies are not allowed to apply for workers more than 120 days before they are needed. Many Maryland businesses – who need about 7,700 workers – were not even able to apply for visas this year because the cap was already reached, leaving many companies without these temporary, undocumented workers are vital to their business.

Though undocumented workers are technically committing an illegal act by entering the United States, it does not change the fact that the American economy depends on their labor. Without a guest visa program, not only does the United States risk a future labor shortage and major economic consequences, but millions of illegal immigrants will continue to work in the underground economy where they are subject to abuse and unfair wages. A guest visa program would effectively draw out hidden immigrants, something helpful to both the government and the immigrants themselves, and supply them with temporary legal jobs while controlling the illegal immigrant population. 
