Letter from MCU League Controller to all MCU Club Members re. proposed new rule concerning “Guest Players” participating in the MCU League.

10th August 2007.

Dear Chess Player,

In the last two or three seasons a good deal of controversy has arisen over the policy of some clubs of bringing in “guest players” to boost their teams for crucial matches.  By “guest players”, I mean players who are not regular club members and who are, more often than not, brought in from a relatively distant area (e.g. London, Dublin) to play in just a few big matches.  Arguments have been put forward with in support of and against this practice.  In summary, the main points for and against are as follows:

FOR

1. Guest players enhance the player strength of the Munster League, thus making it a better competition.

2. Playing against stronger players can only be good for local Munster players. (If you want to improve you must play against higher rated players.)

3. Chess Leagues in other countries allow guest players, so why shouldn’t we?

4. At present there is nothing to stop other clubs from bringing in guest players – it is not the prerogative of the few.

5. Guest players help Munster Teams qualify for the European Team Cup (via the inter provincials) and enhance their playing strength in the competition itself.

AGAINST

1. Guest players can have a very profound impact on a match result as they not only impact on their own board but allow other players on the team to move down a board.

2. It is really not fair for an all-Munster team to find itself facing a team which has been assisted by one, two or three players who have very little connection with Munster.

3. Guest players are perceived as being little more than mercenaries and those who employ them are trying to win the League by unfair means.

4. Guest players deny regular Munster players their places on teams and this cannot be good for Munster chess.

5. Only clubs with wealthy patrons or financial sponsorship can afford to bring in guest players regularly and this gives an unfair advantage to the well-off clubs.

6. Where do we stop?  The practice of bringing in guest players could lead in time to a situation where the top two Munster teams could be represented by ten players who aren’t from the province.

I hope I have managed to summarise most if not all of the points for and against guest players in the above.  On one level the arguments for and against guest players could be seen as a conflict between the conservative (keep the old values) wing of Munster Chess and the liberal (we must keep up with the times) wing.  But I think there is something even more fundamental at issue here and, put simply, it is a question of fair play.

Those against the policy of bringing in guest players see the practice as unfair, whereas those in favour see nothing wrong with it.

Many players have approached me over the last two years and asked me to bring forward a rule that would eliminate or at any rate severely restrict the use of guest players in the Munster League.  I’d like to assure all that I’ve consulted widely with regard to this matter and given it careful consideration, and I was surprised at how difficult it was to formulate a rule or rules to legislate for the guest player situation.  Essentially the difficultly lies in definitions: How do you define a regular club player?  And how do you define a guest player?  And there is another question: Should guest players be banned completely or should their use be curtailed?

Anyway, having given the matter a great deal of thought, I propose that the following rule be added to the existing rules of the Munster Chess Union:-

Teams competing in the Munster Chess League will be limited to the use of one guest player per season.  All other team players must be regular club members and must satisfy the following criteria:

· They must be members of the club for which they 

play.

· They cannot play for two clubs or in two leagues 

(e.g. Munster and Leinster) in the same season.

· They must be current members of the Irish Chess 

Union*.

· They must live within fifty miles of the club for which 

they play.

*NB
Please note that all players, guest or otherwise, 

must be members of the I.C.U.

Looking forward to seeing you at the forthcoming Munster Chess Union AGM.

Yours in Chess,

___________________________

Frank Noonan,

League Controller,

Munster Chess Union.

