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Basic Chess Skills 
  

Activity Mastery Competency Review Date Instructor Level 
Opposition           Lasker 
Square of the Pawn           Lasker 
Coordinate Squares           Lasker 
Triangulation           Lasker 
Zugzwang           Lasker 
K & P  vs.  k           Lasker 
Diagonal, Rank, & File           Morphy 
Piece Movement           Morphy 
Pawn Movement           Morphy 
Ways to Get out of Check           Morphy 
Check and Checkmate           Morphy 
Stalemate           Morphy 
Castling           Morphy 
Touch Move           Morphy 
Notation           Morphy 
Chess Etiquette           Morphy 
Relative Value of Pieces           Morphy 
The Center           Morphy 
Development           Morphy 
King Safety           Morphy 
En Prise           Morphy 
Fork           Morphy 
Pin           Morphy 
Mate with K & R  vs.  k           Morphy 
Mate with K & Q  vs.  k           Morphy 
Promotion           Morphy 
Other Draws           Steinitz 
En Passant           Steinitz 
J’adoube           Steinitz 
Use of Chess Clock           Steinitz 
Open Lines           Steinitz 
Ways to Handle Threats           Steinitz 
Convergence           Steinitz 
Looking Ahead           Steinitz 
Battery           Steinitz 
Skewer           Steinitz 
Discovered Attack           Steinitz 
Double Check           Steinitz 
Forcing Moves           Steinitz 
Removing the Defender           Steinitz 
No Retreat           Steinitz 
Desperado           Steinitz 
Zwischenzug           Steinitz 
Tournament Game           Steinitz 
Combinations           Steinitz 
Passed Pawn           Steinitz 
 


