EAST RIDING PONDS PROJECT

NEWSLETTER

Below is an extract from the Cherry Burton Parish Council newsletter, dated December 2001 :-

The Pond.   In the spring of 2001 the Cherry Burton Parish Council applied successfully, to take part in the East Riding Pond Project scheme, the purpose of which is to help conserve this important wildlife habitat, by providing technical advice, training and grants for pond management. During the summer, surveys of the pond water, wildlife and environment were carried out with the conclusion that overfeeding has led to an overpopulation of ducks and fish whose faeces, and feeding habits, has resulted in a deep, organic rich silt with poor water quality and an absence of aquatic vegetation.

The recommendations are therefore:-

                                               Reduction of the duck and fish population,  

                                               Removal of silt and debris, 

                                               Bank repairs,

                                               Pruning of trees/bushes and 

                                               Regional reed bed/marginal planting.

Parish Councillors David Morton and Olive Lindop attended training days in June and October 2001 and are drawing up detailed plans for 2002.

During December 2001, specialists from the Environment Agency will remove the fish from the pond and take them away for safe keeping.

The level of funding from the E.R. Ponds Project Team to Cherry Burton is expected to be announced early next year (2002).

The village notice board on the Main Street will be used to display details of the Pond Project and will be updated as information becomes available. 

PROGRESS

January  2002   A team from the Environment Agency visited the pond on the 19th December 2001 and by both seine netting and electro fishing removed a total of 20 large carp which are now being held in quarantine. Carp are bottom feeding species, raising and maintaining the silt in suspension - therefore when restocking, a change to a midwater/surface feeding species such as Rudd is recommended.  Tench, which favour shallow weedy conditions and do not disturb the sediment when feeding, are also recommended. The Agency will assist with the provision of these alternative species.

February  2002    A grant of £1500 has been offered by the East Riding of Yorkshire Council towards the costs of regeneration of the Cherry Burton Village Pond and a detailed costed programme is now being prepared which will form the agreement between the two parties.

 April  2002     We are advised that early September is the ideal time for the start of practical work and discussions are now taking place with specialist contractors to establish methods, procedures and costs of the drainage and desilting operation. Indications are however, that the cost of silt removal alone will be far in excess of the funding being offered. Other sources of grants have been identified and will be pursued when accurate costs of the total project have been established. 

May/July  2002   Improved clarity of the pond water is considered to be attributable to the removal of the large Carp and it can now be seen that there is approximately 0.5metre of water on top of the silt. Dipping has shown that there is a 1.25 metre silt depth over the central area of the pond - this equates to an estimated silt volume of 850 cubic metres (1700 tonnes of material approx).

August  2002   We await detailed cost returns for the desilting operation from several of the contractors who surveyed the pond earlier this year - until accurate costs are known, grant applications for additional funding cannot be made. 

December 2002   A lack of response from several of the contractors, who visited the pond earlier this year, meant that we had insufficient data to complete the detailed grant applications and, indications are that the cost of the desilting and disposal operation alone will be several thousand pounds.

January 2003   Additional contractors have been identified and have been invited to quote for the following work to be carried out in the autumn:-

a) tree/shrub work                     c) reed bed creation

b) silt removal and disposal      d) fence replacement/repair

