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ChemCourse 2008:  English for Chemistry Students 

 Olmedo Bula Villalobos / Jenaro A. Díaz-Ducca 

PERFIL DEL CURSO / II Semestre 2008

I. DESCRIPCIÓN:

ChemCourse 2008: English for Chemistry Students es un curso piloto de inglés basado en necesidades especificas (ESP) de estudiantes y futuros químicos de la Escuela de Química de la Universidad de Costa Rica. Este curso se impartió durante un semestre, cuatro horas a la semana. El objetivo principal de este curso es proveer a l@s estudiantes con las herramientas necesarias para poder comunicarse efectivamente en inglés de acuerdo con sus capacidades en el contexto tanto profesional como académico.

[image: image2.jpg]


Sitio Web:  http://www.geocities.com/chemcourseucr

Blog: http://chemcourseucr.blogspot.com

Correo:  ChemCourseUcr@yahoo.com

II. OBJETIVOS GENERALES:

Ayudar a l@s estudiantes a:

1. Entablar conversaciones formales con clientes y proveedores para intercambiar información relacionada con productos y servicios.

2. Leer literatura especializada para utilizarla en diferentes proyectos académicos y profesionales.

3. Aplicar estrategias de escucha para entender charlas en una conferencia o clase.

4. Aplicar estrategias orales para hacer presentaciones cortas sobre procesos y servicios.

5. Escribir mensajes electrónicos para clientes y proveedores relacionados con productos y servicios.

III. ENLACES ÚTILES:

http://www.sciam.com/chemistry

http://www.equi.ucr.ac.cr/

http://www.rsc.org/chemistryworld/podcast/index.asp
http://www.teachertube.com

http://www.science-tube.com 

     http://www.netexperimente.de

 - Innovation - Innovation -  Innovation - 


ChemCourse 2008: 

English for Chemistry Students 

 Olmedo Bula Villalobos / Jenaro A. Díaz-Ducca/ 

http://www.geocities.com/chemcourseucr - November 10th., 2008

Units and goals
General Objectives
Tasks

Unit #1: 

"How can I help you?"

Goal: In the Chemistry field, SWBAT:

Engage in formal conversations with customers in order to exchange information about products and services. (Customer Service)
1a- Introduce themselves to a provider/customer on the telephone.

1b- Use the appropriate vocabulary and expressions in order to exchange professional information about a product or service.

1c-  Apply different strategies when talking to customers in order to negotiate meaning.

1d- Use the appropriate register for formal conversations.


1. Answering a customer's call following a pre-established protocol with appropriate manners

2. Describing  products and services to customers

3. Setting up appointments to define sales terms

4. Explaining a procedure to a customer

5. Final task: Talking to customers on the phone, answering their questions, and setting an appointment (video)



Units and goals
General Objectives
Tasks

Unit #2: "Dealing with scientific literature"

 Goal: In the Chemistry field, SWBAT:

Read specialized literature in order to use it in their own academic projects.


2a- Extract main ideas from specialized literature.

2b- Re-phrase main ideas in their own words.

2c- Apply reading strategies in order to guess the meaning of words and expressions from context.

2d- Discuss the articles' main ideas with colleagues in an oral way in order to express a professional opinion.

2e-Use correct academical criteria to quote and paraphrase other people's ideas without committing plagiarism.
1. Reading and selecting articles applying both top-down and bottom-up approaches

2. Interpreting new vocabulary from context

3. Extracting, summarizing and explaining main ideas to colleagues

4. Writing references and abstracts for academic papers

5. Final task: Selecting sources and writing an abstract of a scientific article (Blog)



Units and goals
General Objectives
Tasks

Unit #3: 

“At the conference”

 Goal: In the Chemistry field, SWBAT:

1-Apply active listening strategies in order to understand lectures in conferences or classes.

2- Comment the lecturer's ideas with a colleague.


3a- Take notes during a lecture.

3b- Summarize the lecturer's main ideas.

3c- Re-phrase the lecturer's main ideas in their own words.

3d- Explain the lecturer's ideas to colleagues

3e- Comment on the lecturer's ideas by expressing a professional opinion
1. Taking down notes during a lecture

2. Asking questions of a lecturer in order to clarify ideas

3. Summarizing, re-stating main ideas, and reporting them orally to a colleague

4. Final task: Attending a real lecture with guest professors  (video)



Units and goals
General Objectives
Tasks

Unit #4: 

"At the showcase"

Goal: In the Chemistry field, SWBAT:

1- Make short oral presentations in conferences about scientific processes.

2- Use small talk appropriately to engage the audience's attention before and after the presentations.


4a- Use the appropriate strategies to begin and finish a presentation.

4b- Use the appropriate strategies to list and express main ideas.

4c- Use the appropriate strategies to rephrase their ideas.

4d- Use other strategies such as greeting, using attention-getters, applying discourse markers, and summarizing during a presentation.
1. Giving a presentation following the different stages for an oral presentation about a process: greeting,  describing, presenting, summarizing, and closing

2. Interacting with the audience in order to answer their questions

3. Final task: Presenting a scientific process in front of an audience (video)

 

Units and goals
General Objectives
Tasks

Unit #5: 

"Keeping in touch"

 (Integrated into Unit #1)

Goal: In the Chemistry field, SWBAT:

Write electronic messages to  customers in order to exchange information about products and

services. (Customer Service)
5a- Use the appropriate vocabulary and expressions in order to exchange professional information about a product or service.

5b- Use the appropriate register for formal electronic messages.

5c- Use the appropriate expressions to begin and end a written electronic message.
1. Writing e-mails to providers asking for information about products and services

2. Answering customers' e-mails about products and services

3. Final task: Writing and replying to e-mails from customers and providers (Blog)

